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Grateful for Temple Beth El

BY RABBI DAN LEVIN

dlevin@tbeboca.org

Hitlahavut - it means “a burning fervor”. It comes
from the Hebrew word for flame - Lehavah. It is
a word that expresses the overwhelming sense of
excitement and passion that overcomes you when
you touch the fire in your soul. It is the spiritual rush
you feel when you are immersed in the holy. Itis that
quickening of your heart when you feel close to God.

I decided to become a rabbi because I wanted to
lead people to experience Hitlahavut, to learn how to
reach down and enliven the deepest recesses of our
spiritual core.

I wanted to show people how to access the
storehouse of Jewish wisdom, so that together we
might learn how to live deliberately, how to build
lives of meaning and purpose, how to answer the
moral questions of our time, and how to partner with
the Holy One in creating a world of holiness.

When I arrived in Boca Raton in the summer of
1996, I never imagined how Temple Beth El would
be a place of sustained Hitlahavut for me. The
years I have been blessed to share in the life of this
congregationare a gift for which I cannot adequately
express my appreciation and gratitude.

When Temple Beth El invited me to apply to
succeed my mentor Rabbi Merle Singer as Senior
Rabbi, a friend and colleague asked me what

When I arrived in Boca Raton in the summer of 1996,
Inever imagined how Temple Beth EIwould be a place
of sustained Hitlahavut for me. Theyears I have been
blessed to share in the life of this congregation are a gift
Jorwhich I cannot adequately express my appreciation
and gratitude

was calling me back to Temple Beth El. “There’s
something about that congregation,” I said. “I think
that’'s a congregation that can use the resources
only a large congregation can muster to create the
intimacy only a small congregation can foster. I
want to see if you can make a big synagogue feel like
a small synagogue.”

In pursuit of that aim, I was invited to become
the conductor of the extraordinary orchestra
that is Temple Beth El. We gathered together
the most talented team of Jewish professionals
I could ever have imagined, who serve Temple
Beth El with amazing passion, talent, creativity,

and commitment each and
every day. The volunteer
leaders of Temple Beth El
contribute so generously of
their professional acumen,
experience, energy, and
resources and guide our
congregation with sensitivity
and wisdom.

We have accomplished
great things together, and
helped our congregation to
grow in so many ways. But
beyond the monumental
things we have achieved, it is
the simple daily moments of
Jewish living that have given me a constant sense of
Hitlahavut.

It is an honor to celebrate each and every Bris
and baby naming, to enjoy Tot Shabbat with our
pre-schoolers, and to sit in classrooms and family
days with our religious school students. I savor
every Shabbat watching our B'nai Mitzvah lead
and teach our congregation. I look forward every
Tuesday to learning with our Confirmation classes
and to watching our youth grow into their Jewish
adulthood. My heart soars with every couple I
welcome to the Chuppah. I feel so privileged to
visit with those who are ill and to mourn and grieve
together when we suffer our losses.

Our worship on Shabbat and Holy Days lifts my
heart and rejuvenates my spirit. Our learning
together in Shabbat Torah study and the many
classes we shared expands my consciousness and
widens my perspective. And I have loved sharing
journeys together to the State of Israel — our ancient
and modern homeland.

But more than anything, I am grateful simply to be
a member of Temple Beth El. It is in the embrace of
this extraordinary community, our family of choice,
that Aimee and I have celebrated our simchas,
mourned our losses, and grown in our relationship
to God and each other.

With gratitude and appreciation for the
overwhelming blessings of my life, I say: Baruch
Ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, SheHechyanu,
V’Kivemanu, V'Higianu LaZ’'man HaZeh - Blessed are
You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has
kept us in life, sustained us, and brought us to this
extraordinary and holy time.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE TEMPLE PRESIDENT

RABBI DAN LEVIN'S

Soaring Wisdom

BY

WENDY WALIN
TEMPLE BETH EL
PRESIDENT

wwalin@tbeboca.org

WELCOME |

at

Joshua Bade & Laura Namm & their
children, Annabelle & Loki

He wanted to be an astronaut. Yes, that’s Rabbi
Dan I'm talking about. His dream as a child was
to soar into space. Unfortunately for him, in the
fifth grade, he found out that he needed to wear
glasses. His dream was shattered because an
astronaut must have perfect vision.

The beautiful new art installation by Zachary
Oxman at our Schaefer Family Campus in
celebration of Rabbi Dan’s 25 years of service
to our community is titled Soaring Wisdom. The
sculpture features soaring pages from books of
wisdom that Rabbi Dan cherishes. It is no wonder
that our Rabbi would choose books to express his
love of learning since he is an exceptional teacher
who inspires us through his wisdom.
__________________________________________________|

In aworld filled with polarization and anger, he
taught us to be curious rather than judgmental. He
challenged us to always have our hearts open and
listen to new ideas. He encouraged us to step out of
our comfort zones and explore new possibilities.

In the book of Deuteronomy, we learn about the
important responsibility of teaching our children.
Rabbi Dan considers this duty a priority and

CelebratingNew.....
anGREtumingiviemee:

For help getting involved, please contact Elinor Josephson, Director of Engagement and Programming,

rarely misses teaching our confirmation class.
He treasures that time with our students, as they
explore and question various aspects of Judaism.

I think about Rabbi Dan’s Yom Kippur sermon
this year, as well as his prior sessions on civil
discourse. In a world filled with polarization and
anger, he taught us to be curious rather than
judgmental. He challenged us to always have
our hearts open and listen to new ideas. He
encouraged us to step out of our comfort zones
and explore new possibilities. Rabbi Dan believes
that every program we create should leave each
participant feeling inspired to lead a life filled
with spiritual richness, meaning and purpose. He
is a dreamer and visionary who continues to soar.
I am so grateful that he needed glasses!

>

or 561-391-8900. Those not listed at the time of printing will be included in our next list!

Reinart Gelzayd

Scott Glincher & Marcia Gerson

Michelle Korman, Jonathan Korman & their
children, Ashley & Andrew

Lindsey Bamberg Thomas Samuels & Sophie Goobic Neil & Dorit Kransdorf & their children,
Pear] Berman . . , , Justin & Jessica
Jill Gottlieb & her child, Colin & her mother, Sam Ladi
Bernice & Ron Berman Sally Gottlieb am Ladin
Edith Clayman Jesse Greenberg & Sharon Ruttenberg- SrmllmAne Ly el g
Cathy & Len Edelman & their children, el fonica /}?}lténan 8;Ad1 é(ol\elbl B
Hannah, lan & Marley Jeffrey Haber AR AR R A
Sandy Emerman Barbara & Glenn Kalmar Ll e
Eli & Tracy Anne Fuchs & their children, Donald & Susan Kanoff e Gl el

Michael & Lauren
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Bruce & Alli Myers & their children,
Morgan, Max & Madison
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The Western Wall

The Western Wall was generously
donated to Temple Beth El by Alvin & Nancy Malnik (2021)
Attributed to Salvador Dali (1980)

The Western Wall, (1980) bronze sculpture attributed to Dali is
7 feet tall and sits on a Jerusalem stone marble base. Signed
by Dali, and numbered, the bronze also bears the name of the

of metal casting.
molten metal is p

praying men and

indicate that this
example of Dali’s

Dali’s death.
Dali’'s Western
to the Rabbi Merl

mold. Once the metal casting sets,
the wax is melted away. the Western Wall

Baruch HaShem - - Blessed is
the Name of God, is etched into
the wall which depicts a line of Friday, May 6, 2022.

to the Wailing Wall and is one of
three artist’s proofs. Art historians

Valsuani Foundry, which specialized in the lost wax method

In this method, a

oured into a wax We will honor the

Malniks and dedicate

sculpture at Israel
Shabbat Services on
women next Check tbeboca.org
for more details.

is another
infatuation with 1967 Jerusalem when the

scene of men and women praying together at the wall was
commonplace. Smaller editions were fabricated and sold after

Wall sits in a perfectly sized niche adjacent
e E. Singer Sanctuary. Jerusalem stone was

placed behind the sculpture to link it to its spiritual inspiration
in Israel, and to the spiritual space of our beautiful sanctuary.

Lisa Post
Shelly Preziosi

Max Puder & Nicole Silver & their child,
Soleil

Lowell Reinstein & Cathy Heller & their
child, Maddie

Roberta Rinzler
Barry & Red Schnittman
Danny & Cheryl Schulman
Frankie Olivieri & Nancy Schure

Rachel Shapiro
Justin & Alison Sher & their child, Jacob

Adam & Kim Shmunes & their children,
Jade & Talia

Eli Silverman & his child, Bernard

Andrew Skobinsky & Elizabeth Marks &
their children, Andrew, Caroline, Alice &
Mathis

Linda & Gilbert Snyder
Elaina Sontag

Adam & Caroline Taplinger & their
children, Ayla, Asher & Bradley

Marc & Howard Taule

Jen & Robert Tilliss & their children, Seth
& Jared

Gerhard Urbasch & Natalie Jouvenal & their
children, Karl & Max

Arlene & Ronald Weitzman

Tommy & Rachel Williams & their child,
Landon

Bev Wolff
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RABBI
DAN LEVIN

CELEBRATES
25 YEARS AT BETH EL

INTERVIEW BY LOTTIE NILSEN

In honor of Rabbi Dan Levin’s What are you most proud of in the last 25 years?
25years at Temple Beth El, I'm most proud of the growth of my children, watching them discover
who and what they need to be; of the partnership that Aimee and I have
he sat down to talk about the fashioned for each other, where we both love our roles in the Temple,
special moments, people and both individually and collectively.
community that have been I'm proud to create a sacred community. When I came back to
) ] Temple Beth El (after serving in Livingston, NJ), I wanted to see if we
along for the ride, and his could make a big synagogue feel like a small synagogue, if we could
vision for the future. create the intimacy where people know you, where you belong and feel
Here are the highlights youare integral. o
. And I'm very proud that we created a synagogue which is so
of that conversation: collaborative in nature, where we don't all agree but we agree on
everything that matters.

Is there a memory, moment or day that stands out?

I would say a typical Tuesday, because I spend a couple of hours in the
morning dreaming and collaborating with my clergy partners, building
relationships with congregants, working with Heather to make the
religious school as strong as possible, meeting with a wedding couple, or
studying with bar mitzvah students, or helping someone plan a funeral.
Tuesday nights I get to spend with 16 year-olds [in Confirmation class]
exploring the magical power of our tradition. That’s a magical day for me.

March/April 2022 | THE CHRONICLE



ABOVE CLOCKWISE
Rabbi Dan Levin’s Installation as senior
rabbi with Rabbi Merle Singer

Rabbi Dan with Robin Eisenberg,
Director of Jewish Learning and Living
Emerita

The Levin family in 2010

Rabbi Dan welcomes the new year
during the pandemic with drive-through
shofar blowing.

8 THE CHRONICLE | tbeboca.org

In 2015, we did Moving Forward Together, a
program to advocate for civil rights for the LGBTQ
community. We had international names, Suze
Orman, Abe Foxman, and a wonderful group of
local leaders. We had a wedding that night on the
bimah with two men whose wedding I performed

a couple years before, but this time
it was legal. That was magical.

In 2000, I was on March of the
Living with Magda, a member
of the congregation who was a
survivor. Walking through the
gates of Birkenau, down the
platform with her, was surreal.
Later she found her actual bunk
and there were five teenage
girls just holding her, nurturing
her, and they were all weeping

together and giving her the support she needed.
To see these young Jewish girls, several of whom
are raising their children now in our preschool,
in that moment was incredible.

The blessing of my life is that almost every day
is like one of those magical days.

How has the community
changed in the last 25 years?
WeTe in a “post-mitzvah” world, where there

> »

really are no more Jewish “have-tos,” there are just
“choose tos.” When I was growing up, kids went to
Hebrew school whether they liked it or not.

That’s no longer the case and there’s a blessing
and a curse to that. The curse is, you can't just
rely on people joining a synagogue. The blessing
is that the families who are members of Temple
Beth El all chose it deliberately. It forces the
synagogue to constantly evaluate if what we’re
doing is meaningful and inspiring, because if it
isn’t, there really isn't a point.

Did you imagine that you

would be here this long?

No. I figured this was going to be a place to start
my career, a place where we had lots of friends,
and then would come back on vacation.

When Rabbi (Merle) Singer decided he would
retire, the Temple asked me to apply to be the
senior rabbi. I had just turned 35. I only had
eight years of experience and I had to get special
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dispensation from the CCAR just to apply to be
the senior rabbi. But when I came back, I hoped
it would be forever.

‘Who are the people who have mentored

you both, formally and informally?

Merle has been a great mentor by example, who
taught me the importance of human connection,
and that people aren’t going to remember how
brilliant you were, they are going to remember
if you were present, if you cared.

I have learned from the leaders in the
congregation. Certainly all the presidents
have taught me in different ways, because they
each bring different gifts. I've had teachers,
colleagues, classmates who have been there at
different times to tell me what I needed to hear,
even when I didn’'t want to hear it.

Do you have a favorite sermon

that you’ve given or one that you

think is the most important?

One of my favoritesis the one thatI gave the year
after the massacre in Parkland. A lot of young
people said “youre letting us down, youre
failing us. Our schools are not safe, our streets
are not safe...” I gave a sermon that lamented
the fact that we were letting down the next
generation, and that we needed to do better.

How do you see the congregation

changing in the years to come?

I hope that we will take our spiritual lives
seriously. Were very deliberate to make sure
our children’s minds and bodies grow. We need
to be just as deliberate about making sure their
spirituality grows, that they know how to make
amoral choice, a moral judgement.

Talk about the Jewish Ideas Incubator.

Why is innovation so important?

I want to provide the resources for the
congregation to do stuff they wouldn't have
imagined they could do.Iwantus to try to create
something that will blow people’s minds, or that
will be so powerful that people will stampede. I
want to have the resources to inspire adults and
children to build a center of Jewish life that will
be magnetic.

CLOCKWISE
Rabbi Dan conducts a
virtual Seder during the
pandemic.

The September 2005
issue of The Chronicle
highlighting Rabbi Levin’s
installation

Rabbi Merle Singer,
Msgr. John McMahon and
Rabbi Levin in 2005 at
Interfaith Shabbat

"Chronicle

8 Rabbi Levin Installation Weekend will highlight
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TOP TO BOTOM
Virtual Beth El High Holy
Days Children’s service during
the 2020 pandemic

Rabbi Levin with
Marcy Schultz at
Confirmation in 2019

Virtual Beth El
Superhero High Holy Days
Children’s Service in 2021

See page 29 for
25 Things you
dind’t know
about Rabbi
Dan Levin

10 THE CHRONICLE

‘What is the most unexpected
thing that has come out of

the last 25 years, how has

your thinking changed?

One of the things we've had to
adapt to, and learn to see as an
opportunity is the Internet. How
do you leverage technology not
only to inspire people individually,
but also to inspire them to come
together? I think we've learned
from the pandemic that while you
can reach a lot of people in a lot
of the different places, there is no
substitute for what it is to gather
shoulder to shoulder.

There are people all around
the world who have found a way
to connect with our community
virtually, and we have to figure out
how we are going to leverage this
third campus called Virtual Beth
El, and for what purposes.

| tbeboca.org

Whatis your greatest hope

for our congregation?

That each member, no matter where they are
on their life’s journey, is able to partake of the
incredible treasure chest that is Jewish tradition.
And that they will use it to help them answer life’s
essential questions about meaning, purpose and
goodness. That they will find the wisdom to make
the most meaning out of their lives.

Anything else?
The thing that I would say is just how incredibly
blessed I've been to have shared these years with
such extraordinary people whom I absolutely love.
I'm incredibly grateful for the support that
I've had from the community. The list of people
who have given an incomprehensible amount of
their life to help this place grow is huge. I don’t
know thatI could've ever received a more sacred
gift than that.
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Celebraling Rabti Pan Lovin's 25 years of dedicalion 1 our congregalion and e Fewish peopte

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022 $250 individual tickets

S $118 Beth El Early Learning Center

BOCA WEST COUNTRY CLUB . )
Jamilies individual tickets @’[';:ﬁ,& Bk
20583 BOCA WEST DRIVE R O kit

BOCA RATON Graciously Underwritten by Dr. Peter Wohlgemuth & Dr. Ira Rothstein

Floas $60 babe Trm towcte

COCKTAIL ATTIRE | VALET PARKING

KINDLY RESPOND BY MARCH 8, 2022 AT
TBEBOCA.ORG/GALA2022

HONORARY CHAIRS
Patty Beck Marilyn & Jay Weinberg
Bonnie & Jamie Schaefer Marla Schaefer & Steven Weishoff

COVID SAFETY PROTOCOL INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
LIMITED OUTDOOR SEATING WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Q ———— | S 1S RABBI DAN'S DREAM

Jew S sh Ideas A dream where Jewish ideas flourish into Jewish experiences
that profoundly impact and engage us all.
incubator

Mason Slaine — Lead Benefactor

The Rabbi Dan Levin Jewish Ideas Incubator will foster IDEAS LIKE
exciting and innovative programs and dynamic Jewish + The Rabbi Dan Levin Essential Questions Podcast,

experiences. hosted by Rabbi Dan and bringing in celebrated guests

The pandemic has taught us that Temple Beth El is igvqpueiderniiie siessentialiE RIS

capable of profound innovation. We yearn for the financial A Temple Beth El Center for Adult Spiritual Growth,
freedom to do more. To try new and groundbreaking ideas fostering the exploration of meaning, purpose, identity
. ! and self.
that, without your support, would never come to life.
A Center for Professional Connection in the fields of
medicine, business, technology and more, to share

wisdom about business ethics, bioethics, burnout and
balance.

Donate to the Rabbi Dan Levin Jewish Ideas Incubator by supporting the 2022 Gala of Gratitude and Love at
tbeboca.org/gala2022

If you have a big idea for the Jewish Ideas Incubator submit it to Rabbi Dan Levin at tbeboca.org/jewish-ideas.

March/April 2022 | THE CHRONICLE 1"
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Service and Spiel followed by Hamentaschen
oneg in our beautiful courtyard

Wednesda ﬁ l‘- Zi?glzl;ml!amﬂy

MAR@ Campus

YOU CAN ALSO WATCH ON TBEBOCA.ORG/LIVE, YOUTUBE, OR FACEBOOK

After the traditional A\\egillall reading, enjoy your clergy team
and staif as Queen Esth llmg l\ellasll\vmsll Ilaman,

deoe g“_\‘v\ \{;‘,‘4!
- ii—:“é“m‘ 1 4
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CELEBRATE PASSOVER WITH US!

ooooooo'o:oooo‘o

FIRST NIGHT VIRTUAL

BROADWAY AND
HOL OD
FIRSTNIGHT
VIRTUAL SEDER!

Friday, April 15, 2022 . 6:30pm

Only on Virtual Beth El at
tbeboca.org/live-streaming,
Facebook Live or YouTube

Celebrate at home as our clergy team
guides your through the Seder with
music, meaning and laughter. Yes, there
will be costumes and comedy along with
tradition and meaning.
There’s no Seder like our Seder!

SECOND NIGHT IN PERSON

SECOND NIGHT SEDER
WITH RABBI DAN LEVIIN
AND CANTOR LORIIBR®©H

Saturday, April 16, 2022 . 5:30pm
In-person at the Schaefer Family Campus
For Temple Beth El members and their gues!

Join Rabbi Dan and Cantor Lori for a secon nig t Seder withiftin for all
ages. Join us for interactive schtick and song as we retell the'Passover
story and enjoy a wonderful meal catered by Artisan Foods:

MEMBERS

Adults: $80/person

Children: $50/person (ages 3-10)
Children $20/person (under 3)

GUESTS

Adults: $85/person

Children: $55/person (ages 3-10)
Children $25/person (under 3)

RSVP at theboca.org/Passover2022 by Friday April 1
Prices increase $10 after April 1.

No refunds will be provided if cancelled after April 1, 2022
Sponsored by Sisterhood and Brotherhood.

March/April 2022 | THE CHRONICLE
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NUYREMBERG

TEMPLE BETH EL OF BOCA RATON IN CONJUNCTION
WITH THE SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION AND LYNN UNIVERSITY
PRESENT THE

PROJECT NUREMBERG
LAWYERS LUNCHEON

CONFRONTING HATE AT HOME:

IN THE COURTROOM AND THE CLASSROOM
HONOREES WILL INCLUDE
ROBIN BRESKY, AMY SPITALNICK AND DR. DAVID FREY

Friday, April 29, 2022 . 12:00-2:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus

$72 in person attendance

$18 online attendance

Sponsorship Opportunities available

On display is The Blue
Series, the record of
the trials of the Nazis
at Nuremberg after
World War Il. These
documents, traced to
Justice Robert Jackson

and housed at Lynn
University, were saved
from destruction by Robin I. Bresky is founder Amy Spitalnick is Executive Director of
Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic and president of Bresky Integrity First for America (IFA), a nonpartisan
Mates. They are an Law and focuses on nonprofit organization dedicated to
enduring testament to appellate law, trusts & holding those accountable who threaten
the good that lawyers estates and corporate longstanding principles of our democracy
and judges can do. transactions. Statewide, and our country’s commitment to civil rights
Bresky represents the and equal justice. IFA's Charlottesville
15th Judicial Circuit (Seat Case took on the vast leadership of the
3) on The Florida Bar violent white nationalist movement. On
Board of Governors and November 23, 2021, IFA's plaintiffs won
sits on the Executive their historic lawsuit -- with the jury holding
Board. She has been a every defendant liable for entering into an
guiding force in bringing unlawful conspiracy to commit violence and
Project Nuremberg to intimidation, in addition to other claims, and
statewide prominence. awarding multi-million-dollar damages.

14 THE CHRONICLE | tbeboca.org
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Learn more about Finding ReSiIience

Project Nuremberg at

tbeboca.org/project-nuremberg with Rabbi Amy Grossblatt Pessah
1 Tuesdays, March 15, 22, 29, April 5, 2022.
7:00-8:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus Beit Midrash and on Virtual Beth El/Zoom
This event is generously underwritten

by Jay and Marilyn Weinberg. We are living during challenging times and it is easy to feel overwhelmed and

hopeless. How do we draw on the strength of our spirit to move forward from
Application for Florida Bar Association disappointment and loss? Join Rabbi Amy Grossblatt Pessah as she guides
CLE Credits pending. us in an exploration of Jewish pathways to cultivating hope and resilien
: Together, we will discuss ideas and practices that can help us move through
disappointment, rupture, or loss to renewed life, hope, and healin

.h-_ ......................................................................................... ”Mf

Lunch & Learn

MARCH
Jewish Topics and
20" Century Artists

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates and

Art History Professor Dr. Carol Salus

Tuesdays March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 2022

12:00 - 1:00pm - Virtual Beth El - Zoom, Livestream and YouTube

There’s a Dali in our lobby! (See page 5.) The donation of Salvador Dali’s
Western Wall sculpture to Temple Beth El by the Malnik family leads us
to examine how a 20" Century artist would grapple with topics like the
Holocaust, the Birth of the State of Israel and other hot points in 20"
century history.

: : APRIL
Dr. David Frey is Professor of Doorway to HerOISm In the
History and Founding Director ofthe ¢ i Holocaust: One Man, Two Countries
Center for Holocaust and Genocide : i . .
Studies (CHGS) at the United States & Three Heroic Actions
Military Academy at West Point. . Rabbi Jack Romberg
Dr. Frey has spearheaded efforts : Tuesdays April 5, 12 & 26, 2022
to increase Academy, Army and : (NO CLASS PASSOVER April 19)
Defense Department awareness : 12:00 - 1:00pm - Virtual Beth El - Zoom, Livestream
of, understanding of, and efforts : and YouTube

to prevent mass atrocity. The 60
Minutes profile on him and his work
with the Ritchie Boys is just a small
part of the tremendously important
role he has in the military.

Rabbi Jack Romberg’s great uncle - a German Jew who
was a decorated German soldier in World War |, part of
the resistance in Cologne at the start of Hitler’s reign of
terror, and a Silver Star decorated U.S. Army soldier. Rabbi
Romberg will take us on a journey from 1812 through the
Holocaust via the lens of Uncle Richard Stern’s actions.
This class is based on Romberg’s book

A Doorway to Heroism.

March/April 2022 | THE CHRONICLE 15
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Celebrate Shabbat

COVID-19 UPDATE The Schaefer Family Campus is open for many Shabbat services and programs! The
Beck Family Campus still has limited in-person programs to keep the campus safe for younger children who are
ineligible to be vaccinated. Please carefully read The Chronicle, and check tbeboca.org and your emails to learn
about Virtual and In-Person options for attendance. All services are livestreamed at tbeboca.org/live

Blue Jeans and
Bluegrass Shabbat

FEATURING NEFESH MOUNTAIN
Friday, March 4 . 6:00pm —
Schaefer Family Campus

Wear your blue jeans and spend Shabbat with the internationally
acclaimed Jewish Bluegrass Band, Nefesh Mountain! One of
today’s formative boundary-pushing Bluegrass/Americana bands,
they’re among the first to truly give voice and openly represent
Jewish American culture, tradition, values and spirituality in the
world of American roots music. Stay for a delicious BBQ dinner!
In-person attendance and dinner is for members and guests of
members only. Register at tbeboca.org/bluejeanshabbat

This event is sponsored by Marcia Langley

in memory of Jeffrey Langley, z”I (of blessed memory).

Sy
)
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Y
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Shabbat
Unplugged

Friday, March 11 « 6:00pm
Beck Family Campus
Join us for a fun and relaxed
90’s musical theme Shabbat
experience outside in the Big
Backyard at the Beck Family
Campus. Bring your folding chairs
and blankets as we bring in Shabbat
together outdoors. Casual clothing
required! All are welcome - perfect
for families with children K-12.
Register at
tbeboca.org/unplugged-march

Shabbat
Vayikra

THE STILL SMALL VOICE
Friday, March 11 « 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus

This week’s Torah portion, Vayikra,
speaks of the still small voice — our
inner voice. This evening we will
explore how we are called by our
inner voice to find a greater sense
of meaning and purpose in life.
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Shabbat Celebrating
Awareness, Acceptance
and Inclusion

Friday, March 18 « 7:30pm

Schaefer Family Campus

Celebrate Shabbat with our friends from JARC, Jewish Association for
Residential Care, and honor Melissa Rose, JARC resident, as she is
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

~ March Madness Tot Shabbat

Friday, March 25 . 6:00pm
Beck Family Campus
Families with children under 6 are welcomed to celebrate Shabbat and the NCAA
Basketball Tournament at the Beck Family Campus. Wear your favorite college
team jersey and join us in the Big Back Yard after services for a special basketball
clinic with Coach Irvin of Kidokinetics. There is no charge for the pizza dinner prior to
services, but please register at tbeboca.org/elc-calendar.

Shabbat for the Earth

WITH RABBI JENNIE ROSENN

FOUNDER OF DAYENU:

A JEWISH CALL TO CLIMATE ACTON

Friday, March 25 . 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus

This Shabbat we will explore how we
as Jews bear responsibility for our
environment and how we can make
a difference for our planet and future
generations
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Out To The

Temple!

Baseball Shabbat with
Professional Baseball
Player Danny Valencia
Friday, April1 - 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
Wear your favorite team’s
baseball jersey to services, and
stay for an enhanced Oneg with
all of your stadium favorites!
Temple Beth El Member and
Early Learning Center dad Danny
Valencia is an American-Israeli
professional baseball player
who has played Major League
Baseball for the Minnesota
Twins, Boston Red Sox, Baltimore
Orioles, Kansas City Royals,
Toronto Blue Jays, Oakland
Athletics, and Seattle Mariners.
As a member of Team Israel,
he played baseball at the 2020
Summer Olympics in Tokyo. Meet
Danny, and celebrate Shabbat
with team spirit!

THE CHRONICLE | tbeboca.org

Celebrate Shabbat

Shabbat Unplugged

|
Friday, April 8 - 6:00pm @
Beck Family Campus —
Join us for a fun and relaxed 70’s Musical Themed Shabbat experience
outside in the Big Backyard at the Beck Family Campus. Bring your
folding chairs and blankets as we bring in Shabbat together outdoors.
Casual clothing required! All are welcome - perfect for families with
children K-12.

Register at tbeboca.org/unplugged-april

Shabbat Dedicating
“Birkat Halev: Blessing
of the Heart” Mosaic

Friday, April 8 « 7:30pm
Rabbi Merle E. Singer Sanctuary - Schaefer Family Campus

“On this Shabbat we will dedicate a beautiful new mosaic in the Rabbi Merle E.
Singer Sanctuary. The mosaic, “Birkat HaLev: Blessing of the Heart,” is inspired
by the threefold benediction recited
by the priests (kohanim) in The
Temple in Jerusalem. Now recited by
Rabbis and Cantors to B’nai Mitzvah
and Confirmands, couples under the
chuppah, on becoming Jewish by
choice, or by parents as they bless
their children at their Shabbat dinner
tables. Unlike a physical embrace,

a priestly blessing is said aloud;

it reaffirms the link between the
Jewish people and the Holy One.”
—Maurice Plough, Jr.

“Birkat HaLev: Blessing of
the Heart” was generously
dedicated by Maurice Plough,
Jr. in honor of his beloved
wife, Margie
The blank wall in the Rabbi Merle E.
Sanctuary was always troubling for
me. The emptiness lacked the kind of
spirituality | found to be comforting.
In addition, | felt compelled to leave
a tangible legacy to Temple Beth El
that would inspire all members
present and future, and | wanted
to honor my beautiful wife and
the relationship we share. The
artist, Bonnie Cohen, captured
- everything | wanted this mosaic
to be. It's about love and God'’s
presence within all of us, and |
___ hope itinspires all who view it.
Sl _ Maurice Plough, Jr.

-
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|
NO SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, April 15
Join us online for a
VIRTUAL SEDER -
YouTube, Facebook, or
tbeboca.org/live

Shabbat honoring
Rabbi Dan Levin's
25" Anniversary

Friday, April 22 « 7:30pm

Schaefer Family Campus

This evening we honor and bless our

Rabbi Dan Levin and celebrate his 25 years
of leadership of Temple Beth El and the
Jewish people.

Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day

Friday, April 29 . 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus
Songs from the Shtetl with
Aaron Kula and his Klezmer
Company Jazz Quartet .
Aaron Kula will join our clergy
team to bring you the sounds
of Eastern Europe as we
commemorate the Shoah.

Tot Shabbat

EARTH DAY

Friday, April 22 « 6:00pm

Beck Family Campus

Families with children under 6 are invited
to join Rabbi Greg and Cantor Michelle
for this in-person Tot Shabbat honoring
our beautiful planet. There is no charge
for the pizza dinner prior to services, but
please register at
tbeboca.org/elc-calendar.

APRIL
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EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Making a Dream a Reality

BY RONNI GRAF
BETH EL EARLY
LEARNING CENTER

DIRECTOR
rgraf@tbeboca.org

Temple Beth El is a very dynamic synagogue in
many ways. It is such a special place that quite a
few congregants have felt so inspired that they
have joined the professional staff to help ensure
thelongevity of our community. lam one of these
members. My family and I joined the synagogue
in 2007. My husband and I raised our children
at Temple Beth El. Both boys stood on the Bima
for their Bar Mitzvahs, Confirmations and as
High School seniors (technically my youngest,
Sam celebrated his high school graduation in
2020 over Zoom, but nevertheless...). In 2015,
decided to follow the path that so many before
me have taken. After many years as an early
childhood educator, I applied for a position as
Assistant Director at the Early Learning Center.
I got the position and never looked back.

Over the past 15 years, I have had the
pleasure of getting to know Rabbi Dan, first as
a congregant and then as a staff member. Over
time, I have heard him tell many stories, but the

It became Rabbi Dan’s mission to create a place where all young families
could find the care they needed, in a high quality, Jewish environment,
including young infants and toddlers.... I admire Rabbi Dan for so many
reasons. His ability to make a dream into reality for so many families in our
community is near the top of my list.

MARCH

1-4  Tuesday-Friday
8 Tuesday

1 Friday

14-18 Monday-Friday

Literacy Week continues

Parenthood Girls Night Out

Purim Parade & Celebration

Spring Break-NO SCHOOL for Early
Childhood Students and Turning Twos

23 Wednesday, 9:30am Parenthood Meeting

APRIL

12 Tuesday

13 Wednesday

14 Thursday

15 Friday

20 Wednesday, 7:30pm
23 Saturday

25 Monday

20 THE CHRONICLE |

Passover Seder (4 years old classes)
Passover Seder (2 years old classes)
Passover Seder (3 years old classes)
Erev Passover-First Seder-NO SCHOOL
Parenthood Meeting

Parenthood Parents Night Out/

Big Backyard

Parent-Teacher Conferences-

NO SCHOOL

tbeboca.org

one that sticks with me is one that he shared
about the idea for the Beck Family Campus. As
he tells it, a congregant who had recently had a
child, came to himincredibly distressed. Sheand
her husband worked full time and needed to find
childcare for their new baby. She reported that
they had searched and were shocked to find that
in Boca Raton, with such a high percentage of
Jews, there were no Jewish options for childcare.
Rabbi Dan, finding this hard to believe, did a
little of his own research and found that this
was, in fact, the case. It became his mission to
create a place where all young families could
find the care they needed, in a high quality,
Jewish environment, including young infants
and toddlers. That idea was the genesis of
the Beth El Early Learning Center at the Beck
Family Campus. In 2009, our doors opened
and we became the first full-time program that
offered childcare for infants and toddlers in a
synagogue setting in Boca Raton filling a need
for so many. The rest is history.

I admire Rabbi Dan for so many reasons. His
ability to make a dream into reality for so many
families in our community is near the top of my
list. Not too many people have the opportunity
to pursue a career that they love and help their
synagogue community at the same time. Thank
you, Rabbi Dan, for helping my wish come true!
Happy 25th anniversary!
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MARCH MADNESS 3/25

TOT Shabbat

March Madness Tot Shabbat

Friday, March 25

6:00pm Pizza Dinner - 6:30pm Tot Shabbat

Celebrate Shabbat and our March Madness Sports Fest at the Beth El Early
Learning Center. After dinner and services, your children will work on their
sports skills with coaches from Kidokinetics! Join us for pizza at 6:00pm. There
is no charge for pizza but you must register at tbeboca.org/elc-calendar

% BethEl

Eurly Learning Cer Center

RING MASTER LEVEL

LHUEM 5 Ssites by
TEAM (- DrWs Dr.R
. kw INNOVATIONS Ot ke
WELLERAL A,

Patty Beck"

Thae WHI Make You Smile

ACROBAT LEVEL

B0Ca%DELI'd!
NEST Sonmy

Religious School

TIGHT-ROPE WHlKER LEVEL

MAGICIAN LEVEL

Laura, Chad, Hailey and Ivy Abrams  CMIpass F‘FB|CF’A5 i

Kidoklnelies Jeffrey* and Suzanne Katz Ilyne Mendelson* and
LCR et Steven Terk

Ata Family The Benedon Family
Andrew, Jennifer, Steven and Jacob Brown

Miss Mij Byram
Professional Storyteller

JUGGLER LEVEL

Sam, Ron, Corey and Cooper Barhai

FAMILY FUN DAY CIRCUS THEME CONCEPT CREATED BY SOLMARK CRERTIVE

Temple

Beth El

BROTHERHOOD SISTERHOOD

; *
DO Iy PROMOTIONAL e~ Temple
e C CIYIEM  Hneeges PUREENERGY UBethEl -,_\‘. :

Ronni Graf, Samantha Barhai,
and Lisa Stock-Assil

Ocean Air & Residential
Gail and Ron Pomerantz

Earth Day
Tot Shabbat

Friday, April 22

6:00pm Pizza Dinner

6:30pm Tot Shabbat

Sh’mirat Ha-teva, Protect Nature, and Tikkun
Olam, Repairing the World are important Jewish
Values. Join us
at the Beth El
Early Learning
centeralong |
with our clergy B
to honor our
beautiful
planet. Join
us for pizza
at 6:00 pm.
There is no
charge for pizza but you must register at
tbeboca.org/elc-calendar

AMILY Fup
3 DAY 2022

b Temple
UBethFl

i 4 ¥ Wendy Walin*
ey Y
Gina Shugar®  wisr bELReY VEIERIKARY

Rabbi Greg
and Tami

y O ,
o __ﬂﬁ‘é i Weisman | ‘=R

Debi*, Joe and the Gudema
Family

Susan* and Barry Podolsky RQ;_QFF Wi
2333

Marisa, Brian, Logan and Gavin Spiro
Berman Zissel Family

- As of January 6, 2022
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Back Together Again!

HEATHER EREZ
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH
EDUCATION AND

ENGAGEMENT
herez@tbeboca.org

Afterayear of adjusting to changing protocols
and being able to provide a safe, engaging and
educational program, we are now ready to
launch our 2022-2023 school year!

We are excited to bring back our family
learning program, Beyachad, for grades
3-5, where adults learn with their children,
about every other week, through a multi-
generational approach. The Clergy and I teach
the program which is based on the Schaefer
Family Campus (east).

Our teen engagement program is being
reinvigorated ~ with  more leadership
opportunities, social events and community
service options. We are excited to continue
partnering with both BBYO and NFTY to
bring our teens an array of options to connect
with their peers.

This year it has been clear that our students
are thriving just by being together. Our

attendance has been great in classes and our
youth group events have been very popular.
Enroll before May 15 to get an early bird
discount and join in on the fun!

Enroliment

FOR THE

2022-2023

SCHOOL YEAR
begins April 10, 2022!

Visit theboca.org/religious-school for tuition,
registration information and updates to our
curriculum and teen programs!

22 THE CHRONICLE

| tbeboca.org


http://tbeboca.org
mailto:herez@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/religious-school

B'nai Mitzvah

Gabriella Caridi

Daughter of Drs. Steven Caridi and Lauren
Feingold-Caridi

March 5, 2022 @ 9:00am

Hannah Caridi

Daughter of Drs. Steven Caridi and Lauren
Feingold-Caridi

March 5, 2022 @ 9:00am

Zander Wurman
Son of Richard Wurman
March 5, 2022 @ 11:30am

Boden Fowler
Son of Karen Smith
March 12, 2022 @ 9:00am

Lucy Grushoff
Daughter of Julie Grushoff and Darren Grushoff
March 12, 2022 @ 11:30am

Elan Moalam
Son of Moshe and Madelyn Moalam
March 19, 2022 @ 9:00am

Christian Gordon
Son of Chari Gordon
March 19, 2022 @ 11:30am

Eden Erez
Daughter of Shachar and Heather Erez
March 26, 2022 @ 10:45am

Ben Lazar
Son of Eric and Sara Lazar
March 26, 2022 @ 6:00pm

Noah 