
TEMPLE BETH EL OF BOCA RATON MAY/JUNE 2022  | NISAN/IYAR/SIVAN 5782

Living our Values
THE GOOD WE DO
pages 3, 4, 8-13, 20, 22, 24

Blue Jeans Shabbat 
page 5

Annual Meeting and Dinner 
page 6

Gala Photos 
page 25



(561) 717-2874
WWW.KRONISHFUNERAL.COM

Mark Sunshine | Nina Finkel | Keith Kronish | Mitch Kronish

Personalized Funeral services

 From PeoPle You TrusT

SCHEDULE YOUR  
FREE  

CONSULTATION  
TODAY! 



May/June 2022     |      T H E  C H R O N I C L E       3

BY RABBI DAN LEVIN
dlevin@tbeboca.org

Sacred Action
Robert Kennedy once said: “There are those who 
look at things the way they are, and ask why... I dream 
of things that never were, and ask why not?”

Judaism is often described as a “Western Religion.” 
The ethos of western thinking teaches that first you 
figure out what you believe, secure your faith, and 
then let your belief and faith drive your action.  

But Judaism is different. Judaism life centers us 
around the idea of Mitzvah. The word מצוה – Mitzvah 
means “commandment.” As Jews, we shape our lives 
around the moral, ethical, and ritual obligations that 
guide us hour-by-hour, day-by-day, throughout the 
year and the span of our lifetimes.  

The concept is simple.  Doing the right thing 
teaches you what to believe.  Faith doesn’t lead to 
action; it is action that inspires faith.  The more you 

perform the “Commandments”, the better you will 
get to know the “Commander”.  

It’s why Jewish education looks so radically 
different than religious education does for other 
faith communities.  We spend a lot less time focused 
on what we believe and instead focus on how we live.  
If we can learn how to live our lives as Jews, our faith 
will flow from the habits of right living.

You just can only learn some things from 
experience.  The learning is in the doing.  But the 
holiness of experience is one that informs us in what’s 
right and just, and what should be the principles and 
values that guide our lives and moral judgments.

Rabbi Akiva taught that all 613 Mitzvot in the 
Torah can be expressed in the wisdom enshrined 
in just one:  V’Ahavta L’Reiacha Kamocha – You 

shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. (Leviticus 
19:18).  Our tradition 
constantly admonishes 
us never to stand idly by 
when you see someone 
suffering or vulnerable.  
There is no such thing 
as “someone else’s 
problem”.  If someone is 
in pain, that needs to be 
our pain.  The challenges 
facing one person in a 
community are to be 
borne by everyone in the 
community.

For decades, the 
members of Temple Beth 
El have leapt into action to make a difference.  From 
the days when Myra Singer founded The Giving 
Tree in her garage to help needy families celebrate 
the winter holidays, to our efforts to resettle Russian 
immigrants in their new lives in our community, 
to filling a full 18-wheeler with supplies following 
Hurricane Katrina, to rallying to ensure civil rights 
for LGBTQ+ members of our community, to today’s 
efforts to bring desperately needed supplies to help 
Ukraine, Temple Beth El’s members consistently 
come together to act to make a difference.

And day in and day out, members of our 
congregation work to help those in need, 
volunteering in so many different ways to make a 
difference in the lives of others.

In the Talmud in Pirke Avot,  Rabbi Yishmael also 
said: “One who studies in order to act will be given 
the opportunity to study, to teach, to observe, and to 
act.”

We bring deep meaning, holiness, and sanctity 
into our world through living lives of sacred deeds.  
As Rabbi Shimon ben Gamaliel said: “The main thing 
is not study – it is action.”

It’s why Jewish education looks so radically 
different than religious education does  
for other faith communities.  We spend a lot less 
time focused on what we believe and instead 
 focus on how we live.

mailto:dlevin@tbeboca.org
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Make A Difference

A MESSAGE FROM THE TEMPLE PRESIDENT

BY  
WENDY WALIN 
TEMPLE BETH EL 
PRESIDENT
wwalin@tbeboca.org

Did you ever stop to think 
about when you first 
realized you can make a 
difference in the world? 
Many of the values I 
learned about helping 
others started as a 
child from the examples 
learned from my parents 
and my Jewish upbringing. 
Pirkei Avot has some of 
the most cited Jewish texts 
including “If I am only for myself, who 
am I? (1:14)”, “The world stands on three things: 
Torah, service, and acts of loving kindness (1:2)”, 
and “You are not obligated to complete the work, 
but neither are you free to desist from it (2:21)”.

These core values shape the type of life you 
choose to live. We see this in so many of our 
temple members who volunteer their time and 

Celebrating New and Returning Members 
WELCOME

Welcome New and Returning Members from February 1, 2022 through March 29, 2022. 
Additional members not listed at the time of printing will be included in our next list! 

For help getting involved, please contact Elinor Josephson, Director of Engagement and Programming, 
at ejosephson@tbeboca.org or 561-391-8900.

Michael W. Bass  

Ellen Berman  

Jordon Brown  

 Beverly DiCarlo  

Gloria Dorfman  

Ashley Amaya & Tyler Fritz  

Eileen & Marc Grubard  

Alan & Nancy Hoffman  

Jennifer Chan & Sean Kupfer  

Donna & Jeffrey Lamm  

Wendy & Thomas Lardin  

Sara & Darrell Marc  

Sylvia & Jeffrey Pessin  

Ron Rosen & Laura Winter  

Maureen Schulman  

Ann Marie Stoltz & her children, Jacob 
& Samantha

Lorne & Rhonda Tomalty  

Sheila Kieffer & Hilton Wiener & their 
child, Scott

resources to help others. Our 
Social Action Committee works 

to raise awareness and support 
many important causes.  The 
temple’s weekly tzedakah 
collection goes into a tzedakah 
fund which is then disbursed 

to non-profit organizations to 
support their critical work.
Our temple has a Mitzvah 

of the Month program, and our 
Early Learning Center does as well. 

At the Early Learning Center, tzedakah 
is collected and our children are taught about 
acts of kindness. Every week the teachers of 
our Pre-K classes choose a “Mitzvah Mensch”. 
On Shabbat, this student is presented with 
a certificate in recognition of their acts of 
kindness. Recently, one teacher nominated her 
entire class because of their overwhelming 
support and understanding of the children and 
orphans in Ukraine. 

There are so many things that I am proud of 
as a member of Temple Beth El. One of the most 
gratifying  is knowing that from our youngest 
members in the Early Learning Center to our 
oldest congregants, we are truly making a 
difference in the world.

There are so many things that I am proud of as a member of 
Temple Beth El. One of the most gratifying  is knowing that 
from our youngest members in the Early Learning Center to 
our oldest congregants, we are truly making a difference in 
the world.

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:wwalin@tbeboca.org
mailto:ejosephson@tbeboca.org
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Make A Difference

7:30PM Delicious Israeli inspired dinner,  
catered by Artisan Foods

6:00PM A rockin’ Israeli themed musical  
celebration of our Jewish Homeland

FRIDAY MAY 06 • 2022
Schaefer Family Campus

WEAR YOUR FAVORITE BLUE JEANS TO ROCK OUT TO AN ISRAELI 
THEMED SERVICE CELEBRATING OUR JEWISH HOMELAND!
JOIN WITH OUR MUSICAL GROUPS, CLERGY AND GREAT MUSICIANS 
TO CELEBRATE ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY! 

DINNER 
Children 4-10  |  $15 
$18 after April 29 

Adult Members  |  $30 
$34 after April 29 

Adult Non-Members  |  $35 
$40 after April 29 

Deadline to register  
is Tuesday, May 3

Register online at  
tbeboca.org/bluejeanshabbat

BLUE JEAN 
ShabbatShabbat  

Celebrate Israel! Celebrate Israel! 

http://tbeboca.org/bluejeanshabbat
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Mazel Tov to Aileen Spilka the recipient 
of the 2022 John Rogers Staff Award for 
Exemplary Professional Service recognizing 
her consistent demonstration of superior 
performance, and a willingness to go above 
and beyond what is asked of her.  

Aileen joined the Beth El staff in 2013 as 
a Development Associate supporting the 
Temple’s fundraising efforts.  Aileen held 
that position for two and half years, and 
in 2016 transitioned to the clergy office 
where she quickly became incredibly 
valuable as a Clergy Senior Associate 
supporting the administrative needs of 
our rabbis and cantors.

Aileen is the quintessential team 
player. She never hesitates to help others 
regardless of how busy she is. You will 
never hear Aileen say “no”.  Whatever 
is needed, we can always count on her 
to say “yes” with a smile. Aileen also 
has a wonderful way of speaking with 
and helping our members, particularly 
when they are dealing with a crisis or an 
end-of-life situation.  She is patient, kind, 
helpful and responsive.  It takes a special 
type of person to do what she does and 
she excels way beyond expectations 
day-in-and-day-out.  Aileen is also highly 
competent, efficient, professional and 

knowledgeable. She finds new and better 
ways of doing things and she has trained 
countless new hires on how we do things 
at Temple Beth El.

We are so grateful for Aileen’s nine 
years of dedicated service to Beth El.  
Congratulations Aileen on this well-
deserved award!

COME TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE TEMPLE BETH EL

Annual Meeting & Dinner
A TASTE OF ASIAN CUISINE!

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
•	 Confirm the slate for the 2022-2023 Board 

of Trustees

•	 Present the 2022-2023 Operating Budget

•	 Present the Joseph Q. Kline Lifetime 
Achievement in Volunteerism Award 
 to Barry Podolsky

•	 Present the John Rogers Award for 
Exemplary Professional Service  
to Aileen Spilka

•	 Present the Robin L. Eisenberg Jewish 
Learning and Living Award to Dr. Ora Meles.

Please help us honor our outstanding volunteers and professionals 
as we celebrate this past year at Temple Beth El. 

We invite you to join us on a culinary Asian journey through our Great 
Hallway with stops in Japan, China, and Thailand!

Destination selections will include warm edamame, Japanese salad 
with ginger dressing, Gyoza, Vegetarian fried rice, beef with broccoli, Thai 
papaya salad, Vegan Tofu pad thai, crispy spring rolls and more!

To RSVP for dinner and /or the Annual Meeting, please register online at  
tbeboca.org/annualmeeting or call Sharon Stern at 561-391-8900

The Annual Meeting  
is generously  

sponsored by Toshiba 
Business Systems.THURSDAY

Aileen Spilka 

Adults  |  $29     •      Children ages 5 -13  |  $16 
Children under 5 |  Free 
Prices increase to $34/$19 after May 26, 2022

6:00 PM 
Dinner 
Selection   

6:30 PM 
Annual Meeting  
in Social Hall   

JUNE 2  |  2022

S C H A E F E R   F A M I L Y   C A M P U S

JOHN ROGERS STAFF AWARD FOR 
EXEMPLARY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Mazel Tov to the 2022 Award Winners

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/annualmeeting
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Barry Podolsky
JOSEPH Q. KLINE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT IN VOLUNTEERISM AWARD

We are proud to 
announce Barry 
Podolsky as the 
winner of this year’s 
Joseph Q. Kline 
Lifetime Achievement 
in Volunteerism 
award.  Barry and 
his wife Susan have 
been members of 
Temple Beth El for 35 
years. They were both 
involved in leadership 
at Temple Sinai in 
North Miami; the 
Greater Miami Jewish 

Federation and the Michael-Ann Russell JCC prior to 
moving to Boca Raton. 

Upon moving to Boca Raton in 1987, they immersed 
themselves in Jewish life and committed themselves to 
leadership roles at Temple Beth El. Barry has served on 
the Board of Trustees in nearly every capacity – Trustee, 
VP Religious Activities, VP Finance (2x), Executive VP, and 
President of the Board.

Barry also chaired the fundraising efforts for two major 
capital campaigns – Building Tomorrow Today and Fulfilling 
the Promise.  Between the two campaigns, Barry was 
instrumental in helping to raise more than $30 million.  

Barry helped supervise the design and construction of 
the Beck Family Campus in 2009 and was integral to the 
design and construction of the renovations to the Schaefer 
Family Campus.  Barry personally supervised the design 
and construction of the second phase of the Beck Family 
Campus construction in 2018, including the two new 
classroom wings and the Kehilah Center.

Barry has also been instrumental in the planning of the 
upcoming expansion of the Beth El Mausoleum, and has 
worked to enhance nearly every facet of Temple Beth El’s 
program and operations. Barry has worked to help develop 
and mentor other board members and future leaders of 
the Temple. 

The number of hours Barry has devoted to Temple Beth 
El truly cannot be counted. He brings an extremely high 
level of excellence and dedication to all of his volunteer 
efforts at Temple Beth El.   We are so pleased to bestow 
this well-deserved honor on Barry Podolsky. 

Dr. Ora Meles
ROBIN L. EISENBERG JEWISH LEARNING AND LIVING AWARD 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Ora Meles who is the recipient of the 
2022 Robin L. Eisenberg Jewish Learning and Living 
Award. It comes as no surprise that her peers nominated 
Dr. Meles. She is always willing to help her fellow 
teachers with pedagogic ideas, classroom management 
strategies, content resources, online teaching techniques 
and meaningful ways to engage our teenage teaching 
assistants in the classroom.  

Dr. Meles joined the Temple Beth El Religious School 
faculty in 1993 as a Hebrew and Judaics teacher. This 
year, our curriculum has changed for both Judaics and 
Hebrew. Not only was Dr. Meles up for the challenge of 
creating new content for both, she even agreed to teach 
two grade levels when hearing we were short staffed. 
She is the ultimate partner with her teaching teams, 
always sharing her lesson plans and providing peer-to-
peer professional development, knowing that our school 
is stronger when all teachers feel confident and can 
reach their goals. Dr. Meles represents Temple Beth El 
in the Partnership 2Gether Twinning project through the 

Jewish Federation of South Palm 
Beach County that connects our 
students to peers living in Zichron 
Yaacov, our sister city in Israel. 

After serving in the Israeli 
Defense Forces as an officer, 
Dr. Meles came to South 
Florida to start her teaching 
career. She holds a Masters in 
Multicultural Education and a 
PhD in Philosophy of Educational 
Leadership.  She was a 5th grade 
teacher at Del Prado, a middle 
school teacher at Odyssey Middle 
School and is now a Program Planner in the Department 
of Professional Development for the School District of 
Palm Beach County.

We are so proud and honored to have Dr. Ora Meles 
start her 30th year with Temple Beth El’s Religious School 
this fall. 
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Each of these congregants have  
found a way, in partnership with the 
Temple, to do immense good in the 

community. Mariya Kemper-Reiss, through 
Ukraine relief work, Joel Ivers through 
work with the Racial Equity Task Force, 

Mike Sirowitz through work with the 
LGBTQ+ task force, and Leslie Steinberg 

 through the Giving Tree. 

Do the  
Right Thing
“Do not remain indifferent.” We read this in the Book of 
Deuteronomy, in a series of instructions on how to treat our fellow human 
beings. In addition to very specific commands like returning a neighbor’s 
lost animal or putting proper safeguards into our buildings, we receive this 
general instruction not to remain indifferent.

No doubt, the words appear in Torah because it is not our nature to follow 
them. It is easy to close our eyes and ears to the plight of the hungry, the 
impoverished, the refugee, or the stranger. It doesn’t benefit us directly to 
help, and so we tell ourselves that we don’t have to help. 

Fortunately, for decades members of Temple Beth El have realized that 
while it might be difficult or time consuming, we have to help. Each of the 
congregants featured on these pages have found a way, in partnership with 
the Temple, to do immense good in the community. 

The Giving Tree, year in and year out, has collected and delivered 
necessities to our neighbors, including holiday gifts, clothing, housewares 
and groceries. Leslie Steinberg and her team are methodical in identifying 
what is needed and how to provide it, not just at holiday time but all year 
round. When Mariya Kemper-Reiss, a native of Kyiv, saw the emergency 
unfolding in her birth country, she sprang into action to help those halfway 
around the world.

Mike Sirowitz and Joel Ivers, as leaders in our LGBTQ+ and Racial 
Equity Task Forces, are helping to guide the Temple’s efforts to make our 
community a more just and fair place for all. They have witnessed how 
members of the LGBTQ+ community and the communities of color have 
faced adversity because of the traits with which they were born, and could 
not stand idly by. Each in their own way are guiding us to confront those 
injustices.

“Do not remain indifferent” is both a description of who we are and an 
aspiration of who we want to be. Not to remain indifferent means to be 
ready for the next opportunity, and the next after that, to help our fellow 
people in need.

BY RABBI GREG WEISMAN   gweisman@tbeboca.org

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:gweisman@tbeboca.org
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Do the  
Right Thing

Why did you get involved in LGBTQ+ 
activism through the Temple?  
Everyone has the need and the right to feel “a 
part of” or included or belonging. This is often 
not the case for many of us who identify as 
LGBTQ+.  While Temple Beth El is very much a 
welcoming and inclusive community, it was not 
overtly obvious. I was drawn to Temple Beth El 
for the religious or spiritual connection, and only 
later discovered how supportive the community 
actually is.

What, in your opinion, is the  
greatest impact that work has made?
By creating the LGBTQ+ task force, now 
known as Beth El Pride, adding the group to 
the temple’s website and participating in Pride 
events in Lake Worth and Wilton Manors, we 
have made it clear to everyone that Temple 
Beth El not only supports ALL Jewish people but 
also provides a safe space for worship, learning, 
growing and socializing.

How has it made you feel  
to do this work?
Wonderful, appreciative and proud…of Rabbi 
Greg Weisman, the rest of the Clergy, my 
colleagues and our congregants.

Mike Sirowitz

ABOVE Elinor Josephson, 
Mike Sirowitz and Rabbi Greg 
Weisman at Palm Beach Pride 
in 2021
RIGHT Stonewall Pride 2021

ABOVE Eden Erez, 
Jade Alkabes and 
Taylor Butler at Palm 
Beach Pride 2022
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Why did you get involved with The Giving Tree?
In 2005 I had just moved to Boca from Boston and was contacted by 
Myra Singer via Rabbi Jessica to learn more about the Giving Tree.  After 
meeting with Myra and others, I certainly felt the opportunity to make an 
impact for those most in need in our local community and doing this is 
something I’ve tried to engage in since I can remember, so I said yes when 
asked to get involved.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest impact that work has made? 
I think the fact that we can provide immediate relief to local people in need, 
even if it is a temporary fix on the road to something more permanent, is 
rewarding and impactful.  It can be as simple as a new school uniform for a 
child or a hotel room for a homeless family for a few nights.  And everything 
in between, including our signature project spreading holiday joy!

How has it made you feel to do this work? 
Like I am the receiver of an incredible gift.  If I can 
make life just a little easier for just a single individual 
in a single moment, that’s pure joy for me!

Leslie Steinberg

LEFT TO RIGHT
Linda Berger, Suzy 
Broad and Lois Niles

LEFT TO RIGHT
Linda Berger, Myra Singer,  
Leslie Steinberg, Judy Gordon 
and Robin Eisenberg

http://tbeboca.org
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Mariya Kemper-Reiss
Why did you get involved in Ukraine Relief?
As I watched in horror when Russia invaded Ukraine, I at first, felt paralyzed. 
However, in a few days I regained my strength and decided that I needed 
to get involved and help in any way I could. I racked my brain for all the 
possible connections and contacts, and landed on the one I have with the 
Head of the Ukrainian Postal Service.  I just couldn’t sit still knowing how 
much pain my country was going through. 

What, in your opinion, is the greatest impact that work has made?
Obviously, the impact is tremendous - we are helping people in need.  
However, I think there is a secondary impact of getting the community 
involved.  I feel like I often represent the face of Ukraine to many people 
in our area and it is a great way to promote the effort and the Ukrainian 
people.  Getting people interested and involved is also extremely important.  
Many didn’t even know how to find Ukraine on the map, but now, people 
know so much about the country.  

How has it made you feel to do this work?
I obviously feel proud of the work that is being done, however, I have 
tremendous guilt that I’m not doing enough.  I always feel like I can do more.  

Mariya (center) Tom Ghebrezgi and Joel Lopez 
who covered the story on WPTV

To learn more about Mariya’s collection of humanitarian supplies, or to support Ukraine relief visit tbeboca.org/help-Ukraine

Ukraine Relief Collection 
site in Boca Raton

http://tbeboca.org/help-Ukraine
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Why did you get involved in racial equity 
activism through the temple?
I have always been mindful of the immense gap 
in opportunities, wealth, acceptance, treatment, 
and much more between people who are white 
versus persons of color (“POC”).  I grew up in an 
all-white community, but the neighboring town 
was at least 50% POC.  Even as a youngster, 
it bothered me that I lived where homes were 
nicer and schools better.  That early awareness 
sparked a desire to do something tangible and 
to be involved in working for equal opportunities 
for POC.

Temple Beth El has been the catalyst for 
my recent involvement in working for equality 
among all people.  In February 2020, my wife 

and I took a “Civil Rights 
Journey” with a Temple Beth 
El group, and the experience 
of standing on the Edmond 
Pettus Bridge, visiting 
museums and memorials, 
and meeting individuals who 
were directly involved in the 
Civil Rights movement – all 
inspired and motivated me to 
become active in this work at 
the temple.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest 
impact that work has made?
If we can open up eyes and minds to the 
realities of America’s racial divide and motivate 
others to join us to help eliminate racial inequity, 
we will have an enormous impact.  

Recently, in doing follow up calls for our 
Racial Equity Initiative at the temple, I happened 
to speak with one woman who said to me….”I 
cannot attend the next meeting, but you should 
know that because of the work of this group at 

the temple, I now see this issue totally 
differently than I did before.  I recognize 
that I, too, must do something to 
overcome racial imbalances in this 
country.”

How has it made you  
feel to do this work?
I feel very good about all that we have 
done so far, but we have much more 
to accomplish.  As well, I believe I am 
becoming part of the solution.  For the 
past 1-2 years, I have also been involved 
locally in a group called DISC (Developing 
Interracial Social Change).  This is a group 

of both POC and others who are working jointly 
on community issues that actively bring people 
together through local programs and initiatives. 

I will feel even better when we have more 
people from Temple Beth El who join us and 
participate.  Now that Covid’s impact is greatly 
diminished, we are moving beyond reading and 
Zoom discussions to become active participants 
in community projects, programs, and special 
events. Please join us by subscribing to the 
temple racial equity newsletter, Equality, to learn 
more about how you can get involved.  

Joel Ivers

Contact Rabbi Greg Weisman at  gweisman@tbeboca.org  
to subscribe to the Racial Equity newsletter.

 Mark Stolzberg and  
Michelle Wasch with Joel at the  

Edmund Pettus Bridge

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:gweisman@tbeboca.org
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Letter 
from a 
Birmingham 
Jail
Sunday, May 1, 2022
3:00pm
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
200 Ruby St., Boca Raton

FAU professor Dr. Candace 
Cunningham will be giving a 
lecture on Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s “Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail.” The event will include a 
reading, discussion, food and 
socialization.

This event is hosted by DISC 
of Pearl City 
(Developing 
Interracial 
Social Change), 
a Boca Raton-
based race 
education and 
awareness 
group.

To register, 
go to tbeboca.org/social-
action. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Greg Weisman at 
gweisman@tbeboca.org.

Stonewall Pride Parade  
and Street Festival
Wilton Manors
Saturday, June 18, 2022
Festival from 3:00-11:00pm
Parade at 7:00pm
Admission: $5 per person at the gate

Join the Temple Beth El LGBTQ+  Circle and the LGBTQ+ Task 
Forces as we celebrate Pride in Wilton Manors! Stonewall Pride 
celebrates the historic Stonewall Riots and the start of the LGBTQ+ 
human rights movement and how it has shaped our community. The 
street festival with food and entertainment begins at 3 pm, and 
Temple Beth El will be marching in the parade that begins at 7 pm.

If you want to march in the parade, please go to  
tbeboca.org/social-action to register to be sure you get all the 
important information!

Questions? Contact Mike Sirowitz at msirowitz@tbeboca.org.

Juneteenth Celebration
AT EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH
200 Ruby St., Boca Raton
Monday, June 20, 2022

Juneteenth is the commemoration of the end of enslavement in 
the United States. On June 19, 1865, 
Union troops entered Galveston, 
Texas, releasing the last enslaved 
people from bondage. Juneteenth 
is now a Federal holiday, observed 
this year on Monday, June 20. DISC of 
Pearl City is planning a celebration for this 
day, with more information to come. Visit  
tbeboca.org/social-action to register.

February 25-28, 2023

Join Rabbi Greg Weisman and the Temple Beth El community 
for a Civil Rights Journey to Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma, and 
Birmingham. This four-day experience will include visits to 
museums and historic sites and the opportunity to hear first-hand from 
participants in the Civil Rights movement. As Jews we ask ourselves 
what our responsibility is to combat oppression and reconcile historical 
injustices, and this Journey is an opportunity to more deeply understand 
this critical period in our nation’s history.

 Fill out the interest form at tbeboca.org/civil-rights-journey   
to be sure you get the latest information. 

Civil Rights Journey to Georgia and Alabama
SAVE THE DATE
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http://tbeboca.org/social-action
http://tbeboca.org/social-action
mailto:gweisman@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/social-action
mailto:msirowitz@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/social-action
http://tbeboca.org/civil-rights-journey
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Confirmation 
Shabbat and 
Celebrating 
Graduating 
Seniors
Friday, May 13, 7:30pm 
Schaefer Family Campus
This evening we honor our confirmation students 
and hear reflections from our graduating seniors. 

Blue Jeans 
Shabbat  
Celebrating 
Israel  
Independence 
Day
May 6, 6:00pm  
Schaefer Family Campus
Wear your favorite blue jeans and join us 
for our Shabbat service celebrating Yom 
Ha’atzmaut! This evening we will dedicate 
the magnificent sculpture by Salvador Dali 
outside our sanctuary generously donated 
by our members, Alvin and Nancy Malnik.  
Sign up for dinner at  
tbeboca.org/bluejeanshabbat.  
Learn more on page 5.

Celebrate Shabbat
COVID-19 UPDATE  The Schaefer Family Campus is open for many Shabbat services and programs! The 
Beck Family Campus still has limited in-person programs to keep the campus safe for younger children who are 
ineligible to be vaccinated. Please carefully read The Chronicle, and check tbeboca.org and your emails to learn 
about Virtual and In-Person options for attendance. All services are livestreamed at tbeboca.org/live

Volunteer Recognition  
Tot Shabbat 

COME TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE OUR VOLUNTEERS AT 

Friday, May 13, 6:30pm
Beck Family Campus
Join us for a free pizza dinner at 6:00pm 
and our Shabbat service at 6:30pm. 
We will be honoring all of our amazing 
Parenthood volunteers with a special 
blessing, and enjoy an end of the year 
celebration with ice cream! Register at 
tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/bluejeanshabbat
http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/live
http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
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MAY

Shabbat 
Service:  
Memorial 
Day
May 27, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus
As we celebrate Shabbat on the 
weekend of Memorial Day, we 
take time to reflect on those who 
have given their lives and honor 
their memories. 

Volunteer Recognition Shabbat COME TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE OUR VOLUNTEERS AT 

Friday, May 20, 2022, 7:30pm
Shabbat Service and Blessing
Schaefer Family Campus

As we read the Torah portion, Behar, which literally means “on the mountain,” we 
celebrate our fantastic volunteers and honor them with a special blessing. 

Have you volunteered this year? Hundreds of our members have shared their 
time and skills, from committee work, to Chaverim Team calls, to delivering food and 
meals to those in need, to volunteering as leaders of Chavurot and Beth El Circles 
and more. We will honor and thank all of our volunteers at our annual Volunteer 
Recognition Shabbat.

If you are one of our many volunteers, we would like to show our thanks.  
Please send a photo of yourself to Debbie Eisenberg at deisenberg@tbeboca.org 
by Tuesday, May 10 so we can include you in a special presentation!

mailto:deisenberg@tbeboca.org
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Celebrate Shabbat

JUNE

Pride 
Shabbat!

June 17, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus

June is LGBTQ+ Pride Month. 
This evening wear rainbow 

colors to honor the movement 
for equality and inclusion, to 

celebrate recent victories against 
discrimination and to commit to 

the work ahead. 

Shabbat 
Service 
Be a 
Blessing   
June 10, 7:30pm	
Schaefer Family Campus
In this evening’s Torah portion, 
Naso, we read the priestly 
benediction – the ultimate 
blessing. We will explore and 
discuss how to be a blessing.

Shabbat Service Bemidbar 
In the Wilderness
June 3, 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
How do we find God in the wilderness? Join us as we begin the book 
of Numbers with Bemidbar, “In the Wilderness.” On this evening, 
before we celebrate our Adult B’nai Mitzvah, we will celebrate their 
accomplishments and offer them a special blessing. 

http://tbeboca.org
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JUNE

Shabbat 
Service: 
Welcome 
Rabbi Elana 
Rabishaw
July 1, 6:00 pm
Schaefer Family Campus
We are thrilled to welcome Rabbi 
Elana Rabishaw to our clergy 
team! Join us this evening for a 
special Shehecheyanu and meet 
our new Rabbi!

Shabbat 
Service: 
Israel 
Report
June 24, 7:30pm	
In this week’s Torah portion, 
Shelach L’Cha, we read about 
the spies  Moses sent into the 
land of Israel. This evening 
we will hear a report from 
Rabbi Dan Levin on his return 
from our Temple’s Israel trip.

Splish Splash Tot Shabbat!
June 24, 6:30pm 
Beck Family Campus
Bring your swimsuits for a super fun and wet Shabbat!

What could be better? Free pizza dinner at 6pm, a musical Shabbat service 
and then fun with family and friends on the splash pad! Don’t forget your 
towels!

Please register at tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
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The number 7 is the Divine number of completion. We will use 7, a favorite 
religious number of Judaism, to better understand this holiday of Shavuot that 
marks the giving of the Torah. The evening will include teaching, craft and music 
and give us an immersive experience in understanding the majesty and meaning 
of Shavuot. We will come together for a Shavuot teaching followed by a choice 
of sessions that delve into the number 7 in music or craft. The evening will end 
with a traditional dairy dessert for the Shavuot holiday.   
(See page 33 for a delicious cheesecake recipe for Shavuot.)

We invite our family, friends and community 

to worship with us  
at this very special time in our lives when the

TEMPLE BETH EL ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS OF 2022/5782

is called to the Torah

on Shavuot

Sunday, June 5, 2022/6 Sivan 5782

10:30am 
Temple Beth El Schaefer Family Campus

THE TEMPLE BETH EL ADULT  

B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS OF 2022/5782

Bonnie Arbesfeld

Sue Krieger

Kira Melamed-Vainberg

Brooke Perez

Barbara Perlmutter

Meredith Schneider

Judith Simon

Nancy Sinrod

Laurie Sprinzen

Thank G-d It’s 
Shavuot! 

A spiritual evening of teaching, craft and music
Beck Family Campus

Saturday, June 4
7:30pm – 9:30pm

http://tbeboca.org
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Lunch &Learn 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY  
JUST FOR MEMBERS OF OUR  
CHAVUROT, MOVIE & ISRAEL CIRCLES! 
We’re scheduling group discussions with Rabbi Jessica 
Mates to follow up on this fascinating film. 

If you would like to participate, contact Rachael Rand 
at RRand@tbeboca.org or 561-391-8900 ext. 3178 or 
Julie Guzy at JGuzy@tbeboca.org or 561-314-2918. 

IN CELEBRATION OF YOM HA’ATZMAUT – THE 
74TH BIRTHDAY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL
JOIN US FOR A SHOWING OF 

UPHEAVAL:  
THE JOURNEY OF 
MENACHEM BEGIN
WITH FILMMAKER JONATHAN GRUBER  
AND PRODUCER JEFFREY GOLDBERG
Followed by dessert and coffee
Wednesday, May 4, 2022
Schaefer Family Campus
7:00pm

Elected 45 years ago, Israel’s 6th Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin changed the 
politics of Israeli society 
in an enduring way. 
UPHEAVAL brings 
Begin’s remarkable 
story from Belarus to 
the Holocaust to the 
Jewish Underground to 
Prime Minister.  Rarely 
seen archival materials 
and revealing interviews 
showcase Begin’s 
life in this compelling 
documentary. 

UPHEAVAL will be 
followed by Q and A 
with the filmmaker Jonathan Gruber and Producer Jeffrey 
Goldberg.

This complimentary showing is underwritten by the 
generosity of Jeffery and Nicole Goldberg, producers of 
UPHEAVAL

Register to attend at tbeboca.org/events

MAY

ISRAEL AND 74 YEARS OF PROTESTS
Professor Paul Liptz
Tuesdays, May 3, 10, 17 and 24  
(No class May 31)
12:00 – 1:00pm – Zoom,  
Livestream and YouTube

Since the creation of the state of 
Israel in 1948, the act of protest 
has been intrinsic in Israeli Society.  
In honor of Israel’s 74th birthday, 
Professor Paul Liptz will examine the changes in protest 
from German Reparations to Women at the Wall. 

Professor Liptz has lectured at Tel Aviv University,  Hebrew Union College 
and around the world. He is capable of translating complex issues and 
realities into language we can all understand.  Paul was born in Zimbabwe 
and has degrees from the University of Rhodesia and Hebrew University.

JUNE

VISITING THE SICK  
AND COMFORTING THE BEREAVED
Rabbi Steve Moss
Tuesday June 7, 14, 21 & 28
12:00 – 1:00pm – Zoom,  
Livestream and YouTube

This month will cover a range of 
Jewish traditions, texts and insights 
in the realm of visiting the sick, 
comforting the bereaved and how 
we confront our own mortality.  This class will be a Journey 
Through Jewish Tradition as it guides us in caring for others 
through the processes of Tikkun, Repair, and Kavanah, 
Mindfulness.  

Rabbi Dr. Steven Moss is Rabbi Emeritus of B’nai Israel in Oakdale, Long 
Island. He is now chaplain to the Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s 
Department and the recipient of numerous awards 
including Chaplain of the Year and Rabbi of the Year 
from the New York Board of Rabbis, as well as 
recognition from the Police Department, the County 
Executive’s office and the District Attorney’s office.  
He recently published “God is With Me; I Have No 
Fear”, and “A Poetical Journey Through Sefirat 
HaOmer”.  He has also written numerous articles 
for JewishSacredAging.com and is a member of 
Temple Beth El.  

mailto:RRand@tbeboca.org
mailto:JGuzy@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/events
http://JewishSacredAging.com
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BY RONNI GRAF
BETH EL EARLY  
LEARNING CENTER 
DIRECTOR
rgraf@tbeboca.org

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Since assuming the role as Director of the 
Early Learning Center in June 2019, I have 
learned quite a bit. One lesson I learned early 
on came from Simon Sinek... “Start with the 
why.” According to Simon, the “why” is, “The 
compelling higher purpose that inspires us and 
acts as the source of all we do.” My “why” for 
our school is three-fold, inspired by teaching 
our youngest children to do what they can to 
make the world a better place.

 Build a foundation of a strong, positive, 
Jewish identity. When Judaism is integrated 
into early childhood classrooms in a natural, 
daily way, we are better able to provide an 
environment and an educational experience to 
help each child and their family meet this goal. 
By using Jewish holidays as the cornerstones of 
our curriculum planning and including Jewish 
themes, traditions and values in everything we 
do, we teach caring, compassion, and kindness. 
By including social action, mitzvot, inclusion, 
and diversity in our everyday routines and 
lessons, we teach our students to look for the 

best in themselves and others. 
A significant emphasis of 
our curriculum focuses on 

social-emotional growth and 
development, teaching skills like 
independent problem solving 
and conflict resolution. These 
are the life lessons of managing 
relationships with others that we 

hope our students will remember 
long after they graduate from our 

program.  These are the skills that 

individuals need to bring people together, 
find common ground, and form cohesive 
communities. We want our students to have the 
foundation they need to be our future leaders.

We want our students to be creative thinkers. 
Creativity will be needed in the future to solve 
some of our world’s greatest challenges. By 
using open-ended questions and experiences 
coupled with process-oriented activities, we 
encourage our students to try new things and 
take calculated risks. We teach that mistakes 
are an opportunity for learning. We encourage 
reflection and self-motivation. 

In the book “Understanding by Design,” 
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe refer to 
a concept of “Enduring Understandings.” 
Enduring understandings are the big ideas 
that remain with us when all the little details 
disappear from our memories.  It is my sincere 
hope that our “whys” at the Beth El Early 
Learning Center are helping to educate our 
youngest congregants to be “thinkers,” “doers” 
and the leaders of our future. I am confident 
that, in their hands our world will be a better 
place.

Start with Why

Splish Splash 
Tot Shabbat
FRIDAY, JUNE 24
6:00pm Pizza Dinner
6:30pm Tot Shabbat
Register at tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

Volunteer 
Recognition  
Tot Shabbat

FRIDAY, MAY 13
6:00pm Pizza Dinner
6:30pm Tot Shabbat

Register at  
tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

It is my sincere hope that our “whys” 
at the Beth El Early Learning Center 
are helping to educate our youngest 
congregants to be “thinkers,” “doers” 
and the leaders of our future.

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:rgraf@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
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Monday – Friday, May 2-6
Staff Appreciation Week

Tuesday – Friday, May 3-6
Women in My Life Celebrations – 
Childcare – TBD by class

Tuesday, May 3
Women in My Life Celebrations – 
4-years old classes

Wednesday, May 4
Women in My Life Celebrations 
2 years old classes

Thursday, May 5
Women in My Life Celebrations 
3 years old classes

Friday, May 6
Yom Ha’atzmaut Program 
Students Only

Wednesday, May 18
Grad Day for Pre-K Classes – 
Students Only

Thursday, May 19
Early Childhood  
Last Day of School

Sunday, May 22
Pre-K Graduation

9:30am  
Mighty Manatees and  
Proud Pandas

1:30pm 
Fabulous Foodies, Rainbow Fish 
and Shining Stars

Monday, May 30
Memorial Day – Early Learning Center 
closed

Tuesday, May 31 
First Day of Summer Camp 
Session 1

Monday, June 20
First Day of Summer Camp 
Session 2

PARENTHOOD 

Wednesday, May 18
Last Meeting of the School Year

Saturday, May 21 
Graduation Set Up at SFC 

Start with Why

E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R

important dates

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Graduation 2022
Pre-K Graduation
9:30am  
Mighty Manatees and Proud Pandas

1:30pm 
Fabulous Foodies, Rainbow Fish and Shining Stars



How many times do you remember your 
parents telling you to do your homework, pick 
up after yourself, or to be nice to your sibling? 
Do you hear yourself saying the same or similar 
things to your own children day after day? 
Most likely the replies resemble something like 
“I know” or “I will”. They know they need to do 
their homework, be nice others and clean their 
rooms, yet, we still find ourselves reminding our 
youngsters to do these things often, sometimes 
even hourly!

As children grow, our voices, reminding 
them to do the right thing, start to become part 
of their conscious when it becomes decision 
making time. At this point, it is up to them to 
listen to those voices, or not. 

In Religious School we often turn to stories 

that highlight our Jewish values often, giving 
our students a bank of examples to choose from 
when they need inspiration or encouragement 
in their lives. Our classroom discussions, 
infused with Torah, are our learning labs. Their 
actions outside of the classroom are where 

they test these theories.  We are your partners 
in empowering our children to make the right 
choices and we will continue to help them 
speak up and take action when they see wrong 
in the world. 

Next year, our 
teen council will 
have a strong social 
justice and tikkun 
olam component 
and in addition to 
the values we learn 
in every grade in 
Religious School, 
our family Beyachad 
programs, for 3rd-5th 
graders and for post 
B’nai Mitzvah students 
and their parents, will 
focus on transforming 
our values into 
action. If you have any 
questions about our 
programming, please 
do not hesitate to reach 
out to the Religious 
School office.  

HEATHER EREZ 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH 
EDUCATION AND 
ENGAGEMENT
herez@tbeboca.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Turning Values Into Action

Our classroom discussions, infused with Torah, 
are our learning labs. Their actions outside 
of the classroom are where they test these 
theories. 

T H E  2 0 2 2  C O N F I R M A T I O N  C L A S S 
O F  T E M P L E  B E T H  E L 
I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O  S H A R E  I N  I T S

ConfirmationService 
S U N D A Y,  M A Y  1 5  A T  1 0 : 0 0  A M 
S C H A E F E R  F A M I L Y  C A M P U S 
Or join the Confirmation Class, along with our graduating seniors, at Shabbat Evening Service, Friday, May 13 at 7:30pm service at Schaefer Family Campus

C O N N E R  B U R K E
N O A M  E R E Z
B E N J A M I N  H I R S H
L E A H  H O F F M A N
S T E P H A N I E  J A R O
N A T H A N  K O R M A N 

H A I L E Y  K U P F E R M A N
E L L A  L E V I N E
N A T H A N I E L  L E V Y
K A R A  P I N A
D A R R Y N  P O M E R A N T Z -D U F F Y

H U N T E R  R O B B E
E M I L Y  S I N G E R
A R I  T A U B
C A Y L A  T R I N K O F S K Y
Z A C H A R Y  W U R M A N

Mazal  
Tov! !

mailto:herez@tbeboca.org
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Charlotte Wise
Daughter of Todd and Brooke Wise
May 7, 2022 @ 9:00am

Brayden Levine
Son of Russell Levine and Betsy Silverfine
May 7, 2022 @ 11:30am

Jordan Schnall
Daughter of David and Julie Schnall
May 7, 2022 @ 6:00pm

Ronen Elmaleh
Son of Jacques and Tara Elmaleh
May 14, 2022 @ 9:00am

Aiden Tamchin
Son of Craig and Jennifer Tamchin
May 14, 2022 @ 11:30am

Sydney Tamchin
Daughter of Craig and Jennifer Tamchin
May 14, 2022 @ 11:30am

Madeline Garrett
Daughter of James and Brianna Garrett
May 28, 2022 @ 9:00am

Justin Rubin
Son of Dan and Ali Rubin
May 28, 2022 @ 11:30am

Skylar Mandel
Daughter of Jason and Dana Mandel
May 28, 2022 @ 6:00pm

Ava Rosen
Daughter of Carl Rosen and Helene Firley
June 4, 2022 @ 10:45am

Aylah Bright
Daughter of Julie Bright
June 4, 2022 @ 11:30am

Jacob Sussman
Son of Joshua and Jennifer Sussman
June 4, 2022 @ 5:30pm

Savannah Blauberg
Daughter of Matthew and Lara Sakalove
June 2022 – Israel

Lily Kupferman
Daughter of Lori and Todd Kupferman
June 2022 – Israel

Ryan Leslie
Son of Greg and Lauren Leslie
 June 2022 - Israel

Ava Leslie
Daughter of Greg and Lauren Leslie
June 2022 – Israel

Eli Schnabel
Son of Gadi and Susan Schnabel
June 2022 - Israel

Lily Kupferman Ava LeslieRyan Leslie

Madeline Garrett

Aylah Bright

Justin Rubin

Aiden Tamchin

Savannah 
Blauberg

Ava Rosen

Jacob Sussman

Skylar Mandel

Sydney Tamchin

Charlotte Wise Jordan SchnallBrayden Levine Ronen Elmaleh

Eli Schnabel

B’nai Mitzvah
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SISTERHOOD

BY LISA WOLFE SWARTZ AND  
SUSAN JUSTER GOLDSTEIN 
SISTERHOOD CO-PRESIDENTS 
sisterhood@tbeboca.org

Making the World a Better Place

BROTHERHOOD

BY CARLOS ROMERO  
AND KEVIN ROMER 
BROTHERHOOD  
CO-PRESIDENTS 
brotherhood@tbeboca.org

The Boys of Summer

Greetings from Sisterhood! The theme of 
this Chronicle is woven into every Sisterhood 
event: how can we make the world a better 
place?  Friendship, fun, happiness are all parts 
of attaining this goal. So, we strive to make 
Sisterhood inviting to women of all ages and 
all stages of life; come alone to an event and 
walk out with a new friend.  Attend Sisterhood 
events as a participant and/or volunteer and 
feel the instant connection with other, like-
minded women.

During a recent event, the Passover 
Experience, we celebrated the brave Jewish 
female resistance fighters during WWII, as 
well as the brave women who are fighting in 
Ukraine. We honored Lottie Nilsen with our 
annual Woman of Valor award: she epitomizes 
the spirit of involvement to make the world a 
better place.

There is a Sisterhood Survey that should be 
in your inbox, asking for your opinions and 

programming ideas. Please take a moment of 
your time to answer.

Sisterhood will always be here to raise the 
funds needed to deliver Shiva platters to a 
grieving family; make Healing Blankets to 
ease someone’s hurt; to support the temple and 
ELC in special programs, like Grandparents 
Shabbat or Family Fun Day. We will always 
open the Gift Shop after Shabbat services 
as a gathering place to schmooze and shop. 
Sisterhood is here for every woman in Temple 
Beth El.

We are already planning for next year, which 
will start off with a crowd favorite: BINGORITA! 
Bingo and margaritas and laughter and fun! 
Watch for the announcement for this, plus our 
brand-new fun fund-raiser “Honey from the 
Heart”: send some honey to your honeys for the 
High Holidays.

upcoming 
events
Annual Meeting  
June

Networking and 
Entrepreneur Event 
Fall

Annual Golf Event  
November/December

As the Brotherhood moves into summertime,  
it brings to mind one of the classic 
novels  whose  title says it all... “The Boys of 
Summer”.  As captured by the book review, the 

classic narrative of growing 
up within shouting distance of 
Ebbets Field, covering the Jackie 
Robinson Dodgers, and what’s 
happened to everybody since. In 
short, it is a book about America, 
about fathers and sons, prejudice 
and courage, triumph and disaster, 
and told with warmth, humor, wit, 
candor, and love.

A book about the Brotherhood 
could carry many of those same stories and 
messages.   Like fathers and sons,   there are 
different generations of active members 
from empty-nesters to fathers of children 
in the Early Learning Center.   Regarding 
diversity and courage,   the Brotherhood 
has helped the community with programs 
supporting children at the Wayne Barton 
Center with new bicycles and safety 
training and Giving Tree distribution to 
underprivileged  neighborhoods.   In the 
area of triumph and disaster we continue to 

support  the people of Ukraine as well as The 
Honor Flight Network’s mission to fly our 
nation’s veterans to Washington DC to visit 
the memorials and monuments dedicated to 
honoring their service and sacrifice.    

The stories in the Boys of Summer also 
highlight the great relationships among   
the team members which was a key reason 
that the team was so successful and beloved 
by its fans and supporters.   Likewise the 
Brotherhood is composed of relationships 
that unite our group through good times 
and hardship which we have shared over the 
recent years.  

We have had so many group programs 
recently including the Entrepreneur Panel,   
The Humor Seder,  Mother’s Day Brunch and 
as we approach the end of the year, we are 
meeting to vote on our newest slate of leaders 
as well as to plan the exciting programs for 
the next fiscal year.  

So now is a great time to join or get more 
involved since we are always looking for 
great people with great ideas, great initiative, 
great teamwork, and great attitude to make 
the Brotherhood as great as it can be!  

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:sisterhood@tbeboca.org
mailto:brotherhood@tbeboca.org
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What   A Night! 

                  G                  Gala ala OF

                    GGratitude ratitude AND Love Love
    Temple Beth El  

Celebrating Rabbi D an Levin’s 25 years of dedication to our congregation and the J ewish people  
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On Saturday, April 9th, Temple Beth El 
held its Gala of Gratitude and Love to 
honor Rabbi Dan Levin for his 25 years 
of dedication to Temple Beth El and 
our Jewish Community. In addition to 
celebrating Rabbi Dan’s milestone, the 
Gala raised critical funds for Temple 
Beth El and The Rabbi Dan Levin 
Jewish Ideas Incubator. 

Your gratitude and love for Rabbi 
Dan filled not just a ballroom, but all of 
our hearts. Smiles, laughter, tears and 
thunderous applause echoed amongst 
the 600 members of Temple Beth El 
and our surrounding communities in 
attendance that evening at Boca West. 

The elements of the evening 
culminated into a tribute worthy of the 
incredible dedication Rabbi Levin has 
made over the past 25 years of his 
rabbinate. Guests were treated to a 
stunning video tribute, with remarks 
by our wonderful co-chairs Patty Beck, 
Bonnie and Jamie Schaefer, Marla 
Schaefer & Steven Weishoff and Marilyn 
& Jay Weinberg. 

http://tbeboca.org
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Mason Slaine, the lead benefactor for the 
Rabbi Dan Levin Jewish Ideas Incubator 
was unable to attend, but a touching video 
tribute from Mason to Rabbi Dan was shown, 
accompanied by the Rabbi’s Incubator 
Video, both of which were applauded with 
tremendous admiration and appreciation. 

Our incredible Gala would not have been 
possible without our dedicated committee. 
A special thanks to Debi Averbook, Patty 
Beck, Karen Dern, Fran Nachlas, Susan 
Podolsky, Dale Pratt, Linda Schmier and 
Peter Wohlgemuth. 

The Gala was an evening that Rabbi Dan, and 
hopefully all who participated, will surely never 
forget. 

Thanks to you, The Gala of Gratitude and 
Love raised funds that netted over $1,000,000 
— and more importantly, gave our beloved 
Rabbi Dan the honor he so very deserved. 

— Derek Hurwitch, Director of Development
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King David Sponsors
Patty Beck
Bonnie & Jamie Schaefer
Marla Schaefer & Steven Weishoff
Mason Slaine
Marilyn & Jay Weinberg

Hillel Sponsors
Freyda & Edward Burns
Shirley Weisman

Maimonides Sponsors
Maddi & Wes Finch

Heschel Sponsors
Marilyn & Stanley Barry
Dawn Miller & Jonathan Grayer
Margie Plough & Maurice Plough, Jr.
Susan & Barry Podolsky
Monica & Andrew Weinberg
Barbara Silver & Steven Willner

Rashi Sponsors
Sheila & Dick Asher
Suzette & Steven Kolitch
Lynn & Lew Pell
Diane & Richard Templer

Midrash Sponsors
Cantor Lori & George Brock
Andrea & Robert Colton
Allison & Bill Heller
Diane More
JoAnn & Philip Procacci
Lisajane & Kevin Romer
Gina & Greg Shugar
Ilene & Peter Wohlgemuth
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Judy & Michael Adler
Jennifer & Brad Berkowitz
Marlene & Richard Bluestein
Karen & Mark Dern
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Shelley & Larry Marcus
Fran & Nathan Nachlas
Dale & David Pratt
Proskauer
Myrna & Norman Ricken
Meredith & Jeff Schneider
Simone & Sam Spiegel
Edith Stein
Ilyne Mendelson & Steve Terk
Jill Viner
Wendy & Steve Walin
Iris Weingarten
Marilynn & Paul Yentis

Wiesel Sponsors
Airstron
Marsh & McLennan Agency
Ricki & Milton Barbarosh
Gary Berg
Betsy & David Blechman
Jules & Shirley Bowen
Irene & Merrill Epstein
Aline Fisher
Lynda & Michael Frost
Nancy & Dennis Gilbert
Dick & Susan Goldstein
Gladys & Arnold Granet
Silvana & Barry Halperin
Marc & Meredith Hirsh
Nilma & David Igdaloff
Jacobson Jewish Community 
Foundation
Jewish Federation of South Palm 
Beach County 
Jan & Allen Lev
Barbara & Jerry Lewin
Stephanie & Nate Lowen
Bruce Moldow
Howard Guggenheim & The Harbor 
Financial Group
Judy & Gary Nath
Ann & Marshall Pepper
Ellen & Edward Pollock
Laurie & David Putterman
Melissa & Carlos Romero
Linda & Bobby Schmier
Marcy & Barry Schultz
Mara & Michael Shapiro
Debbie & Larry Silver
Anna & Michael Singer
Smiles by Dr. W & Dr. R
Rona & Sandy Steinberg
Andrea Corn & Bob Sugarman
Christy McElhaney & Mark Sunshine
Robin & Gary Warren

T hank YouT hank You  TO OUR  G alaG ala  Benefactor sBenefactor s

We regret a name omission 
in the Gala of Gratitude and 

Love Tribute Journal: 

Dear Rabbi Dan, 
Mazel Tov on 25 years of the Rabbinate!  
We are so fortunate to have you here at Temple Beth El!  
Best Wishes,  Diana and Jeff Grubman, Karen and Jeff Press, Lisajane and Kevin 
Romer, Debbi and Larry Rosenblum, Trish and Mark Schaum, Sharyn and Bob 
Schneiderman, Shari and Craig Schwamm, Mara and Michael Shapiro, Lauren 
and David Tolces, Tracy and David Weinstein, Lisa and Andrew Zwick

http://tbeboca.org
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Our Congregation Mourns
Henry Bernstein, father of Rachel and John Bernstein, 

grandfather of Zachary and Sophia Bernstein

Leona Chanin, mother of Nancy Chanin

Ellen Cohen, mother of Ira and Michele Cohen, 
grandmother of Rylie and Molly Cohen

Harvey Cohen, husband of Susan Cohen, father of Neal 
and Briana Cohen and Elias and Christina Cohen 

Myra Cohen, wife of Barry Cohen 

Dolores Durst, mother of Fran and Nathan Nachlas, grandmother of 
Courney Nachlas, Jacob Nachlas, Alex Nachlas and Hannah Speer

Jeffrey Engelman, grandfather of Jenna Engelman and Gabriella Engelman

Irma Fass*, beloved member

Arnold Goldstone,brother of Marlene Faust 

Judith Greenwald, grandmother of Jonathan and Jennifer Greenwald, 
great-grandmother of Hannah and Noah Greenwald

Robin Hallow, daughter of Debra and Ed Hallow 

Patrick Hanrahan, father of Brenda and David Kronzek, 
grandfather of Erin, Joshua and Micaela Kronzek 

Rochelle (Shelley) Hymowitz, husband of Barry Hymowitz

Charles Imershein, father of Nancy and David Carver

Douglas Edward Johnstone, father of Maxine Kornitzer

Jack Kaufman, father of Jonathan and Susan Shapiro, 
grandfather of Noah and Sydney Shapiro 

David Klar, father of Robin and Neil, grandfather of Claudia and Robert 
Harris, great-grandfather of Shayna, Eliana and Jamie Harris

Stuart Krackow*, husband of Dorene Krackow

Jackie Lardin*, daughter of Wendy and Tom Lardin 

Robert (Bob) Levinson, beloved member 

Ronald Potkin*, beloved member

Arnold Putterman, brother of David and Laurie Putterman

Shirley Reichman, mother of Robert Reichman

A. Frederick Schild, father of Lisa and Jeffrey Henschel, 
grandfather of Samuel and Daniel Henschel

Joan Schiller, mother of Neil and Robin Schiller, 
grandmother of Zachary and Alex Schiller

Steven Schulman, husband of Maureen Schulman 

Barry Sterneck*, brother of Patty Beck

Elaine Stokes, mother of Tracey Stokes and Ari Silverstein, 
grandmother of Sydney and Sloane Silverstein

Norma Weinstein, mother of David and Tracy Weinstein, 
grandmother of Emery, Sarah and Hannah Weinstein 

Brenda Wishner, aunt of Aimee and Rabbi Dan Levin

*Laid to rest in the Beth El Mausoleum

Mazel Tov To
Julie and Tal Falk on the birth of their son Zev Yehuda Falk, big bothers Eitan and Lior

Rachel and Tommy Williams on the birth of their daughter Harper Drew Williams, big  brother Landon 

Lisa Feldman and Ron Rossenwasser on the marriage of their son and step-son Jason Feldman to Alyssia Guild

Laura Geisenheimer and Alison Fragola on their marriage

Gregory Gersten on the marriage of his son Michael Gersten to Rachel Nebenzahl

Christina and Donald Keusch on the marriage of their son Ben Keusch to Jensen Strandberg

Barbara and Frederic Reitman on the marriage of their son Brent Reitman to Elizabeth Schoenthal 

Nancy Spielman on the marriage of her daughter Molly Deutscher to Jarred Beckerman 

William Weisman on the marriage of his daughter Allison Weisman to Zach Roeper
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Anna Beitscher Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 
in memory of:
Anna Beitscher and Belle Eder by James Brachman

in honor of:
Rabbi Mates with our gratitude by James Brachman

Annual Giving 
Marcia Langley

in memory of:
Harvey Cohen by Marian & Marvin Gruber
Paula & Yehoshua Faizzadeh
Robyn Hallow by Debbie Hammer
Susan & Jeffrey Rudnick

in honor of:
Jill and Paul Weiner by Lisa & Gary Hindin
the recovery of my son, Chanan Tuvia ben 

Burach Ichkad by Bruce Schultz

Cantor Stephen Dubov 
Concert Endowment Fund 
in celebration of:
partnership by Deborah Korash
in honor of: 
Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years by Joan & David Dubov
Joan’s Dubov’s 91st birthday by Edith Doktorczyk
Joan Dubov’s 90th Birthday by Ruthann 

Alpern and Vicki Dubinsky
Joan Dubov’s 90th Birthday by 

Myrna & Daniel Norwitz
Joan Dubov’s 90th Birthday by 

Beverly & Shelly Sisisky
Joan Dubov’s 90th Birthday by Dorothy Segal

in memory of:
Neil Berlin by Joan & David Dubov
Robyn Hallow by Mark Glickman
Dr. Harvey Cohen by Irene & Merrill Epstein
Dr. Harvey Cohen by Helen & Jerry Wexler

Disaster Relief Fund 
Suzanne Schoenfeld
Amy & Martin Segel
Mildred Wort & Donald Pasternack

Early Childhood Scholarship Fund 
Myra Rubenstein

in memory of:
Martha Pepper by Michele & David Katzman

Education & Youth Endowment Fund 
Myra Rubenstein
Stephania & Matthew Baratz

in memory of: 
Martha K. Pepper. With Love, Meredith & Dr. 

Marc Hirsh by Meredith & Marc Hirsh

General Endowment Fund 
Myra Rubenstein
Rabbi Jessica & Mitch Mates

in honor of:
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 beautiful years 

by Lois & Geoffrey Solomon

General Fund 
on the occasion of:
the wedding of Marcie Parmet and Michael Gould 

and with gratitude to Rabbi Jessica Mates 
for a beautiful ceremony by Marcie Parmet

for the recovery of:
Sanford Kriss by Elisa Ring

in honor of:
Sophie Leidner’s Bat Mitzvah by Charles Leidner

in memory of:
Bernice Frank by John Ford
Harvey Cohen, M.D. by Susan & Bob Fishman
James Carlin by Charles Carlin
James Carlin by Evelyn Carlin
James Carlin., loving father of Evelyn, 

Charles and Susan, Grandfather to 
Emily and Allyson by Susan Farkas

Robyn Hallow by Fran & David Oney
Shelley Hymowitz by Jessica McAllister
Shelley Hymowitz by Cathy Rose
Stuart Krackow by Rosalie Ratner

Giving Tree 
in memory of:
Barry Sterneck by Aline Fisher
Dolores Durst by Aline Fisher
Dr. Harvey Cohen by Dori & Ronald Klein
Shelley Hymowitz by Joan Brooks

in appreciation of:
Ken & Lisa Rosenthal by Donna Green

in celebration of:
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th Year at TBE 

by Linda & Robert Schmier
Zander Wurman’s Bar Mitzvah by Ronald 

Gallatin Revocable Trust

High School in Israel Fund:
in memory of:
Augusta Unger by Aline Fisher
Alvin Charles Unger by Aline Fisher

Israel Youth Travel Fund  
Myra Rubenstein

Miriam & Albert Zwick 
Endowment Fund 
on the occasion of:
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th anniversary at Temple 

Beth El by Lisa & Andrew Zwick

Music Fund  
Marilynn & Paul Yentis
Margie & Maurice Plough

Podolsky Special Needs Fund
Velia Sweet

in memory of: 
Lois Podolsky by Wendy & Steven Walin
Phyllis Wasserberg by Janet & Allan Sussberg
Phyllis Wasserberg by Jan & Allen Lev
Robyn Hallow by Aline Fisher

Small Group Engagement Programs 
in memory of: 
Julie Guzy’s father-in-law by Helene & Jay Eichler

in appreciation of:
Kira Melamed-Vainberg, for all that you do by 

Roberta Presser & Alexander Bruner

Project Nuremberg 
Marilyn & Jay Weinberg
Gelfand & Arpe, P.A.

in honor of:
Marilyn Weinberg’s birthday by Susan 

and Barry Podolsky.
Marilyn Weinberg’s birthday by Marla 

Schaefer & Steven Weishoff
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years with Temple 

Beth El by Janet & Allan Sussberg
Rabbi Jessica Mates’20 Years at TBE 

by Eleanor Rassler
Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates on the occasion of 

your 20th Anniversary as our beloved Rabbi 
at Temple Beth El by Susan & Barry Podolsky

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Liliana Abramson
Deborah & Charles Averbook
Andrea & Gerald Goldberg
Jan & Allen Lev
Natalie Lewis
Linda & Norman Rose
Laurie & Michael Schuster

Thank you to all those who donate to the synagogue in honor or memory of a loved 
one or on a special occasion. We are grateful for your ongoing support.

Dedications from January 21, 2022 to April 1, 2022
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Marcia & Kenneth Namerow
Lorraine & Dennis Udwin
Marilynn & Paul Yentis

in honor of:
David Jay’s 75th Birthday by Wendy & Waye Legum
Love and appreciation for all Rabbi Jessica does 

and means to us all. Listening to her sermons 
is like a taste of chocolate - delicious, sweet, 
and unforgettable by Judith Kornitsky

Marilyn and Jay Weinberg by Danielle 
Hartman & Thomas Forlenza

Marty Shapiro’s 80th Birthday by Joan 
& Thomas Weidenfeld

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Jessica Mates on 
20 years at Temple Beth El 

Melissa Rose becoming Bat Mitzvah by Cathy Rose
Nathaniel Hutt’s Bar Mitzvah. Mazel 

tov! by Helene & Jay Eichler
Rabbi Amy Pessah by Larry Good
Rabbi Dan Levin and Rabbi Jessica Mates on their 

special occasions by Hynda Schuman
Rabbi Dan Levin by Ellen Cohen
Rabbi Dan Levin for his meaningful words 

at shiva by Robyn & Neil Schiller
Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years of Gratitude and 

Love by Barbara & Harvey Morris
Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 year anniversary 

by Judy Gordon

Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years at Temple 
Beth El by Maxine Kornitzer

Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years at Temple 
Beth El by Phyllis Brucker 

Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years at Temple Beth 
El by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years at TBE by 
June Strauss & Alfred Freid

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years at Temple 
Beth El by Sandra & Tadd Schwab

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years of service at Temple 
Beth El by Marcia & Kenneth Namerow

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years of service 
by Dorothy Bucksbaum

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years with Temple 
Beth El by Cristina & Donald Keusch

Rabbi Jessica Mates by Ellen & Robert Yerman
Rabbi Jessica Mates by Freyda & Edward Burns
Rabbi Jessica Mates by Norma Heit
Rabbi Jessica Mates by Phyllis Brucker
Rabbi Jessica Mates by Sheila & Philip Rubin
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th anniversary at 

Temple Beth El by Golda’s Chavurah 
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 year anniversary 

by Judy Gordon
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years as our wonderful 

Rabbi by Deborah & Charles Averbook
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years at Temple Beth 

El by Debbie, Ed, Sammi & Syd Ellman 

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years at Temple 
Beth El by Helene & Jay Eichler

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years of exemplary service 
at Temple Beth El by Ricki & Milton Barbarosh

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years with Temple 
Beth-El by Hanita & Mordecai Schreiber

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th Anniversary at Temple 
Beth El by Elaine & Morton Erenstein

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th anniversary with 
Temple Beth El Linda and Eric, Alix and 
Mark, Danny, Ben, Ellie, Mollie, Carlie

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates’ 20 years at Temple 
Beth El by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates’ 20 years at 
Temple Beth El by Sue & Scott Krieger

Rabbi Jessica’s 20 tears at TBE by Temple Beth El
Rabbi Jessica’s 20 years at Temple 

Beth El by Barbara Carlin
Sheila and Dick Asher’s 90th Birthday 

by Holly & Jeff Hahn
Temple Beth El Rabbis for the memorial service of 

a beloved family member by Keri Herman

in memory of: 
Barry Gersh by Naomi Gersh
Bernice “Bee” Major Frank by Ella Frank
David Schuman by Hynda Schuman
Frances Friedman and Edith Shafer by 

Roberta & Lorrie Shafer

Does your Ob-Gyn value an 
integrated approach to your care?
 
Tired of not feeling your best?
 
Want to be as healthy as you can be 
but don’t know where to start?

CALL 561-826-3800 
We answer with individualized 
care for women at all stages of life. 

TERRENCE W. HARRIS, MD
WOMEN’S WELLNESS EXPERT

WO M E N ’S
WELLNESS CENTER

OBSTETRICS   GYNECOLOGY   WELLNESS 

VISIT HARRISOBGYN.COM OR CALL. WE CAN HELP.
2500 North Military Trail Suite 111  Boca Raton, Florida 33431

Call 561-826-3800
www.harrisobgyn.com
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Gussie M Block by Elaine & Morton Erenstein 
Herbert Littman by Roslyn & Robert Littman
Paul Lichtenstein by Shirley, Jackie and Lee Rudd
Rachel Pollock Wurman by Ellen & Edward Pollock
Ruth Greenberg by Cindy Gitlitz

in appreciation of:
Rabbi Dan for his guidance and teaching on 

Hudson’s Bar Mitzvah by Kim Lewis 
Rabbi Greg Weisman for performing our 

beautiful wedding ceremony by 
Anne Chervony and Dave Owen

Rabbi Jessica and Rabbi Greg calling my mother, 
Carol Levin Garcy for r’fuah sh’leimah, 
by Deborah & Herbert Jackman

Rabbi Jessica for her 20 years of service at 
TBE by Rita & Spencer Kreger

Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20 years at Temple Beth 
El by Mollye & Glen Berngard

Rabbi Jessica Mates for 20 years of service here 
at Temple Beth El. By Mishpacha Ohr 

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates for her 20 years at 
Temple Beth El by Helayne & Joel Rosenblum 
and Jerilyn & Adam & Jacob Grunbaum 

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates’ 20th Temple Beth 
El anniversary by Lois & Harold Weber

Steve Kaufman, Terry on Security, and Rabbi 
Amy Pessah for their great generosity 
of spirit by Shmuel Birnham

in celebration of:
David Jay’s 75th Birthday by Marsha 

by Marsha Glazman
Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years of dedication to 

Temple Beth El and the Jewish Community 
by Joel & Helayne Rosenblum

for the recovery of:
Brian Podolsky by Amy & Ronald Reshefsky
to thank:
Rabbi Dan Levin for giving Hudson a memorable Bar 

Mitzvah education by Barbara & Leonard Feld
Rabbi Greg Weisman by Carol Conrads
Rabbi Greg Weisman by Joan Gray
Rabbi Greg Weisman for Madison Paige 

Holz (Miriam Penina Holz) baby 
naming by Ellen & Matthew Holz

Rabbi Jessica Mates for making Brent 
and Liz’s wedding so special by 
Barbara & Frederic Reitman

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by Marcia & Kenneth Namerow

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by Barbara & Leonard Feld

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by Deborah & Herbert Jackman

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by E.J. & Stephen Manton

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and 
guidance by Jan & Allen Lev

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by Linda & Norman Rose

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
by Marilynn & Paul Yentis

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and 
guidance by Susan & Joel Ivers

Rabbi Levin for his leadership and guidance 
time by Deborah & Charles Averbook

Rabbi Levin for his leadership guidance 
and by Mark & Andrea Platt

Racial Equity Program:
Marjorie O’Sullivan

Religious School Fund 
in memory:
Dr. Harvey Cohen by Richard Kowalsky
Richard Allen Bransdorf Memorial 

Endowment Fund

in memory:
Richard Bransdorf by Beverly & Marvin Bransdorf
in honor:
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th Anniversary at Temple 

Beth El by Beverly & Marvin Bransdorf

Robert P. Halio Endowment Fund 

in memory of:
Robert P. Halio by Stephanie Halio

Samuel & Mollie Luks Endowment 
for Special Needs:
in memory of:
The yahrzeits of Mollie Luks, Samuel 

Lukes, Paul Lukes, & George 
Weinberg by Frances Weinberg

in honor of:
Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25 years at Temple 

Beth El by Frances Weinberg
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th year at Temple 

Beth El by Frances Weinberg

Scholarships Endowment Fund 

in memory of:
Gertrude Paul Miller by Aviva & Arnold Miller

Shabbat Oneg Fund 
Debra & Roy Fleishman
Sue & Scott Krieger

Steve Brown Endowment Fund 
in memory of:
Steve Brown by Pamela Nadler & Mark Sickles
Walter Brunswick by Pamela Nadler & Mark Sickles

Tzedakah Fund 
Michael Sirowitz
Saul Solomon

in memory of:
Dr. Harvey Cohen by Susan & Mark Tabor

in honor of:
Rabbi Jessica Mates’ 20th Anniversary at 

Temple Beth El by Susan & Mark Tabor

Yahrzeit Fund 
Edward Elman
Marilyn Wulkan
Ardath Rosengarden
Amy Glanzman
Rita & Tully Schuster
Robert Sherman

 in memory of:
Abe H. Mirman by Ronna & Marc Taub
Ada Greenbaum by Lorraine Becker
Alan Firestone by Sybil Firestone
Albert Rosenfield by Barbara Slobin
Alfred Nyder by Stanley Berkovitz
Alice Fiebiger Widrow by Susan & Stephen Feldman
Amy S. Klein Shapiro by Penny & David Klein
Anna Matz by Barbara Arnold
Arline Fisher by Carol & Ronald Friedsam
Arnold Eisenberg, Eileen Eisenberg, Sidney 

L. Karp, Miriam S. Karp by Frances 
Karp-Eisenberg & Michael Eisenberg

Arthur Borden by Laurie & Glenn Borden
Arthur William Herlihy by Paula & Henry Harman
Barbara Ann Turkell-White by Pat White
Belle Fine by Sondra Homer-Warner
Ben Roth by Martha Ellie Roth
Bernard Abbott by Irene & Merrill Epstein
Bernard Hauser by Hollis & Jeffrey Freimark
Bernard Passman by Stacey & George Luck
Bernard Schwartz and Ronald 

Schwartz by Ray Schwartz
Bernard Tobias Gracin by Hank Gracin
Bernice Ellis by Jannette Abejean
Betty Dolby by Leslie Schwam
Betty Taub by David & Rasheena, Ella & Ari Taub 
Betty Taub by Ronna & Marc Taub
Betty Wulkan by Marilyn Wulkan
Beverly Bronfman by Richard & Alene Court
Beverly Smutnak by Rita Judson
Beverly Steinberg, Irwin Steinberg, Selma 

Charney by Rona & Sanford Steinberg
Blossom Cohen by Sheilah Harrow
Brett Passeroff by Allyson Passeroff
Bruce Cohen by Laurie Cohen
Burt Karr by Velia Sweet
Carl Koppelman by Selma Koppelman
Carlos Matus by Frank & Ivel Paroulek
Carol Bromson by Reginee & Mark Bromson
Carol Magod by Heather Bennett-

Magod & Ira Magod
Carolyn I. Cohen - Helaine Cohen and 

Susan Cohen by Helaine Cohen
Celia Grossman by Zelda Luxenberg
Charles Wallach by Janice Wallach
Charlotte Weiner by Norma Heit
Clara Sherman by Selma Koppelman
Claude Gozlan by Elisabeth Gozlan
Corinne Fiorillo by Andrew Fiorillo
Daniel Barry by Marilyn & Stanley Barry
Daniel Gadalia Rubin by Bonnie Halperin

Dedications 
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David Fishman by Grace & Jack Jaiven
David Forman by Naomi Forman
David Jaffe by Mindy Jaffe-Rogers & Ken Rogers
David Joseph Viggiano Jr. and Adam Michael 

Viggiano by Judith & Michael Blackman
David Scharf by Rosa & Salomon Yaker
David Weiss by Karen & Howard Weiss
David Weissman - Judith Gottlieb & 

Children by Judith Gottlieb
Dennis Berg by Marjorie Berg
Diane Tanenblatt by Frances Greenbaum
Doris Fish - Stephen Fish and Family by Stephen Fish
Dorothy Katz by Natalie Pelavin
Dr. Albert Rosenthal by Loretta Rosenthal
Dr. Bernard Hoffman by Wendy & Steven Walin
Dr. Justin Zivin by Reni Zivin
Dr. Martin Feuerman by Marni & Michael Feuerman
Dr. Melvin Homer & Henry Homer by 

Sondra Homer-Warner
Drs. Saul and Emma Fleegler by 

Lois & Gary Weinstein
Earl McCoy by Joshua McCoy
Eber Levine & David Gitelson by Ellen O’Connell
Edith Trieber by Jo Renee Fine & Edward Trieber
Edward Nachlas by Fran & Nathan Nachlas
Efim Melamed by Kira Melamed-

Vainberg & Michael Vainberg
Eileen Cohen by Alice & Ron Cohen
Elaine Schoenberger by Kathy & Martin Stern
Eli Aginsky by Laurie & David Putterman
Elizabeth Schiller by Sue & Jim Schiller
Ellis Berger by Linda & William Berger

Elsie Weidenfeld & Beatrice Goldberg 
by Joan & Thomas Weidenfeld

Emil Acks by Dina & Aaron Rosenblatt
Estelle Lifton by Ellie & Martin Lifton
Esther Benenson by Susan & Michael Benenson
Esther Glowatz Arno by Maxine Arno
Esther Glowatz Arno by Susan & Murray Vogel
Eugene Fomon by Judith Chason
Eugene Shafter by Bonnie Shafter
Fae Oppenheim by Lynne & Samuel Vainberg
Faye Rose by Dorene Krackow
Feldman by Joseph and Diane Feldman 

by Diane & Joseph Feldman
Florence Berenson by Felice Berenson
Frances Friedman and Edith Shafer, our 

mothers. by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer
Fredric M. Gottlieb by Ann Gottlieb
George Fish by Stephen R. Fish and Family 
Gertrude Deutsch by Shirley & Warren Deutsch
Gertrude Freeman by Katherine Freeman-

Costin & Michael Costin
Gertrude Schumer by Sharon Schweibish
Gisela Morgenstern by Doris & Emanuel Wachsler
Gloria Appel by Amy & Eliot Appel
Gloria Kline by Phyllis Brucker
Gretchen Grossman by Kathy & Martin Stern
Grietje Speelman & Minicus Speelman 

by Sarina & Jerry Lind
Harold Bergner by Annie & Michael Bergner
Harold Savage by Sheri Nusbaum
Harry Hotz by Lawrence Hotz

Harry Poritz by Esther Oknowsky-
Poritz & Neal Poritz

Harry Thal by Sonny Thal
Harry Weiner by Norma Heit
Henry Kaplan by Sheila & David Fuente
Henry Lewin by Barbara & Gerald Lewin
Henry Slupow by Stephanie & Steven Schuster
Herbert Johnston by Rhona Guberman
Herman Pollock by Ellen & Edward Pollock
Herschel Seder by Lorraine Becker
Hilda Novick by Barbara & Harvey Morris
Hilda Novick by Sherry & Kenneth Lerner
Hillary Levine by Betsy Silverfine & Russell Levine
Husband by Barbara Zipkin
Idah Robins by Meryl & Bruce Rosenwater
Ira Yavarkovsky by Barbara & Leonard Tamchin
Irvin Isaac Straas by Sarah Pollak
Irving Cooper by Arline Neuren
Irving Morris by Judith Lipsky
Isadore Mandel by Diane Perkins & Paul Mandel
Isidore Burak by Elaine & Peter Kaplan
Jack Boshes by Miriam Boshes
Jan Pachl by Carole Pedvis
Jan Pachl by Natalie & Isaias Sudit
Jane Barocas by Jill & Adam Bershad
Jay Cherry by Linda Cherry
Jean K. Himelstein by Brigitte & Bruce Himelstein
Jeffrey Friedman by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer
Jody Press by Karen & Jeffrey Press
Jonathan and Benjamin Brodo by Jacquelyn Brodo
Joseph Aronson by Marian Aronson
Joseph Rubenstein by Myra Rubenstein

 PLANNING 
        in advance is the 
GREATEST GIFT 
      you can give 
          your loved ones. 

If you, a friend or family member have 
been considering making plans for the 
future, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU. 

We are available to meet with you in 
whatever way is most comfortable for you:
• In-person meetings and tours.
• Zoom meetings and virtual tours from

the comfort of your own home.
Contact our Mausoleum Director,        
Mike Sirowitz at 561-314-2841 or 
mike@tbeboca.org to set up an 
appointment.

CALL NOW 
before the July 1 st price increase!
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LICENSED  AGENT

Broward & Palm Beach Realty
7857 W. Sample Road, Ste. 162  |  Coral Springs

OFFICE 954-563-3330 FAX 954-563-5539

Palm BeachPalm Beach&

BROWARD

REALT Y

561-414-9510

findmycastle@aol.com

Evelyn Boccanfuso Swid

Law Office of Mark A. Schaum, P.A. proudly serves clients throughout 
Palm Beach County and Broward County

*Board certified in Wills, Trusts & Estate Law

With over 25 years of experience as a Board Certified attorney, 
Mark A. Schaum, Esq., CPA provides the knowledge, reliability and integrity 

you need to protect your most important asset...your family.

MARKSCHAUMLAW.COM
561.750.7575  |  information@markschaumlaw.com
6501 Congress Avenue
Boca Raton, Florida 33487

Joy Harrow Zobler by Sheilah Harrow
Joyce Honig by Renee & Barry Honig
Judy Hoffman by Jill & Greg Rispler
Karen “Kiki” Kelrick by Priscilla & Leonard Adler
Laurette Goldberg by Lee & Isidor Rotter
Len Pedvis by Carole Pedvis
Leonard Cohan by Cohan Cohen
Leonard Coleman by Brian Coleman
Lila Borden by Laurie & Glenn Borden
Lila Ivers by Susan & Joel Ivers
Lillian Van Wye by Beth Tavlin
Linda Brody by Paul Brody
Louis H. Goldberg by Sandy Goldberg
Lydia Kohn by David & Robin Lubetkin
M. Roy Cohen by Laurie Cohen
Maria DiPietro by Gina & Gregory Shugar
Marie Sherman by Laurie Silvers & Mitchell Rubenstein
Marilyn Bergner by Annie & Michael Bergner
Marilyn Ross by the Curtiss Family 
Mark Schwartz by Lois Saltzman
Martha Maier by Judith & Michael Blackman
Marvin Kuritz by Judy Kuritz
Marvin Ruttenberg by Lynne Shapiro & Ilene Greenberg
Marvin Ruttenberg by Lynne Shapiro & Ilene Greenberg
Mary C Lessans by Evelyn Weitzman
Mary Catherine Ficara by George Brown
Mary Kaufman by Karen Kaufman
Mathew Romer by Lisajane & Kevin Romer
Matilda R. Sokal by Maida & David Kahn
Maurice Binder by Joanne Binder
Maurice S. Bucksbaum by Dorothy Bucksbaum
Max Kaplan by Beverly Stewart
Maxine Johnstone by Maxine Kornitzer
Michael David Soloman by Carol Himmel & Hank Himmelbaum
Michael Tavlin and Edward Tavlin by Beth Tavlin 
Mickey Nusbaum by Sheri Nusbaum
Morris “Red” Shuchat by Jackie & Jeffrey Shuchat
Morris Cohen by Susan Cohen
Morris Jacobs, Moshe Ben Yehuda by Diana & Jonathan Jacobs
My mom by Eileen Solomon.
Nat Copulsky by Maxine & Joseph Copulsky
Nat Nast by Barbara Saletan & Paul Knapp
Nathaniel Klasfeld, Norman Rales and Ruth Rales by Sheldon Klasfeld
Oscar Gildenhorn by Lenore Lenkin
Owen Schwam by Leslie Schwam
Paul Arkush by Ellen & Daniel Arkush
Paul Fiebiger by Susan & Stephen Feldman
Paul Kofsky by Donna Kofsky
Paul Oppenheim by Lynne & Samuel Vainberg
Paul T. Schoenberger by Kathy & Martin Stern
Perri Baer by Miriam Boshes
Peter Posner by Jennifer & Marsha Posner
Randy Malik by Bonnie & Henry Pikkel
Reba Gladstone Weinberg by Marilyn & Jay Weinberg
Richard J. Wasserman by Marion Goldstein
Robert Heit by Norma Heit
Robert I. Chavis by Jan & Richard Chavis
Robert R. Besser by Betty Besser
Robert Robin by Barbara Robin
Ron Nelson by Bruce Brodsky
Ronni Knapp by Barbara Saletan & Paul Knapp
Rose Reich by Phyllis Fink
Rose Tanenblatt by Frances Greenbaum
Ruth Appel by Benita & Stuart Appel
Ruth Kieran by Barbara & Gerald Lewin

Dedications

http://tbeboca.org


May/June 2022     |      T H E  C H R O N I C L E       35

Dedications Cheesecake  
            for Shavuot

Preparation
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.

In the bowl of a food processor, 
blitz the graham crackers, sugar 
and cinnamon until they resemble 
coarse bread crumbs. Add the 
melted butter and pulse until it 
looks like a wet sandy mixture.

Place the mixture in a 
springform pan and press down 
to form a crust on the bottom and 
up the sides of the pan. It is OK if 
it doesn’t reach all the way up the 
side of the pan — halfway is fine. 
You can also use the bottom and 
sides of a cup to do this to press 
the crumbs against the pan.  
Set aside

Push the cottage cheese and 
cream cheese through a sieve into 
a large mixing bowl. Stir in 1 cup of 
sugar, the eggs, lemon juice and 
vanilla.

Sift the remaining sugar with the 
cornstarch and flour and add this 
gradually to the cheese mixture. 
Add the melted butter and 
sour cream and stir to combine 
thoroughly.

Pour the cheese mixture into the 
crust. Bake for 1 1/2 hours. Turn off 
the oven and cool the cheesecake 
in the oven with the door open for 
3-4 hours. 

Note: Do not use low- or non-fat 
dairy ingredients.

Special Equipment 
9-10-inch springform pan

For the Crust
6 ounces Graham crackers
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 stick unsalted butter, melted

For the Filling
1 pound cottage cheese 
1 pound cream cheese
1 1/2 cups cup sugar divided
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons cornstarch
1/4 stick unsalted butter, melted and cooled
1 pint sour cream
1/4 teaspoon baking powder



36     T H E  C H R O N I C L E       |     tbeboca.org

Sadye Katz by Audrey Stern
Sam Deutsch by Shirley & Warren Deutsch
Sam Pielet by Joan Pielet
Samuel Berenson by Felice Berenson
Samuel Scher by Jacqueline Rubenstein
Sandra Arkush by Ellen & Daniel Arkush
Sara Brooks by Marcia & Scott Johnson
Scott Bruskin by Corinne & Jerry Gorelick
Shelley Hymowitz by Judith & Michael Blackman
Shirley Holinsky by Sue & Jim Schiller
Shirley Kaplan by Sheila & David Fuente
Sidney Buksbaum by Barbara & Leonard Tamchin
Sidney M. Frager by Nancy & Marc Frager
Sidney Strauss by June Strauss & Alfred Fried
Sophia Haspel by Melissa & Arthur Haspel
Spencer Blakeslee by Barbara Blakeslee
Spencer Carver by Nancy & David Carver
Stella Young by Lisa & Kenneth Young
Stephanie Afromsky by Brian W. Broad
Stephen Bowen, Mable Levin, Samuel Urback by Julius & Shirley Bowen
Stephen H. Corn by Corn & Robert Sugarman
Steven B. Brown by Murray Brown
Stuart Cummings by Robin & Gary Warren
Syd Berliner by Eileen & Steven Berliner
Sylvia Baron and Gerald Baron by Mitchell Baron
Sylvia Kalter by Clarice & Mark Goldstein
Sylvia Manoff by Robin Hirsch
Sylvia Rubin Scherr by Bonnie Halperin
Sylvia Trachtenberg by Michael Leinwand
Theda Picow by Dawn Mazor & Robert Picow
Toby Fishman by Laurie & David Putterman
Walter Brunswick by Murray Brown
Walter Friedsam by Carol & Ronald Friedsam
Wendy C. Guberman by Rhona Guberman
William Gottlieb by Adele Friedland
William Kieran by Barbara & Gerald Lewin

VISION
Temple Beth El of Boca Raton seeks to be a deeply compelling 
center of Reform Judaism, integrating the wisdom of Torah and 
tradition with the modern world in which we live.  
Our congregation will:

Welcome, involve and inspire all who enter, embrac-
ing the unique contributions of every individual.

Reach out to the larger community to encour-
age participation in synagogue life.

Celebrate, grieve, heal and grow togeth-
er through all seasons of life.

Strive to be a learned community that questions, studies, 
and honors the gift of Torah and the covenant with God.

Engage in inspiring worship and transforma-
tive experiences of Jewish spirituality.

Share a love and responsibility for each oth-
er, our community and country, for Israel, 
and for the future of the Jewish people.

MISSION
The mission of Temple Beth El is to inspire a passionate commit-
ment  
 to Jewish life, learning, community and spiritual growth.

Dedications

Sisterhood 

Contributions
Linda and Bill Berger
Annie Brickel
Phyllis and Howard Cordover
Joyce Skobinsky

in honor of:
Rabbi Jessica Mates  

by Ann Lois Ballon
Lottie Nilsen, 2002 Women of Valor  

by Susan and Barry Podolsky 

in memory of:
Norma Weinstein, mother of David and Tracy Weinstein 

by Shari and Craig Schwamm

for the speedy recovery of: 
Aline Fisher 

by Merrill and Irene Epstein

http://tbeboca.org
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TTrruusstteedd,,  CCoommffoorrttaabbllee  aanndd  CCaarriinngg  DDeennttiissttrryy
With compassion and integrity, our friendly caring
team provides the highest quality dental care near
Temple Beth El. Equipped with state of the art dental 
imaging and an experienced and caring staff, my         
practice is unconditionally committed to the comfort         
and satisfaction of my patients.

ANNOUNCING The New Easy Dental X-Ray allows for
taking your check up X-rays outside your mouth with
incredible comfort and clarity. No more biting, gagging
and pinching inside your mouth in most cases! Patients
love how easy and comfortable it is.

Choosing a dentist is an important decision, so do the research
and then decide. My practice is FIVE star
reviewed on Yelp* and Google. Please take a moment to read 
our reviews. We are currently accepting new patients so please 
call us today!

D.A. Rolfe, DDS, PA 333 Camino Gardens Boulevard • Boca Raton Florida 33432 
www.DrRolfe.com • Phone:561.395.4500 

Proudly caring for Temple Beth El families for over 20 years!

DOUGLAS A ROLFE, DDS, PA COSMETIC AND FAMILY DENTISTRY 

Dedications
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TEMPLE OFFICERS 
	 Wendy Walin	 President
	 Mark Sunshine	 Immediate Past President
	 Gina Shugar	 Executive VP
	 Jeff Katz	 VP of Leadership Develop. & Governance
	 Josh Marcus	 VP of Finance
	 Aline Fisher	 VP of Religious Activities
	 Danielle Butler	 VP of Education
	 Peter Wohlgemuth 	 VP of Development
	 Susan Podolsky	 VP of Membership & Engagement
	 Lottie Nilsen	 VP of Social Action
	 Brett Schneider	 Secretary
	 Debra Gudema	 VP ELC
	 Bruce Moldow	 VP of Mausoleum
	 Patty Beck 	 VP of Facilities and Technology

TRUSTEES
Marla Schaefer
Michael Frost

Ilyne Mendelson
Marcy Schultz

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Marc Applebaum*
Debbie Averbook

Patty Beck*
Jessica Benedetto

Brad Berkowitz
Michael Blackman
Robin Eisenberg

Herbert Gimelstob*
Lisa Glass

Susan Goldstein
Lauren Gross

Stephanie Jaro

Barbara Jay
Steven Lazarus 

Allen Lev
Rick Levitt

Barbara Leventhal
Robyn Marcus
Brooke Perez

Mark Platt*
Margie Plough

Maurice Plough, Jr.
Barry Podolsky*
Morris Robinson 

 Carlos Romero
Kevin Romer

Shari Schwamm
Susie Siegel

Rabbi Merle Singer
Michael Singer
Marisa Spiro

Mark Sunshine* 
Lisa Swartz

Tom Weidenfeld
Leslie Winograd

TEMPLE LEADERS OF BLESSED MEMORY
James B. Baer*
Donald Berger
Alvin Cohen*

Frances Cohen 
Stanley Gray*

Stanford Hermann 
Ida Herst*

Joseph Q. Kline 
LTC Ben Lake 

Cis Rader 

Irving Rifkin 
Stanley Rose 
Albert Schiff* 

Bernard H. Shulman*
Alan H. Weiner*

SENIOR STAFF
Rabbi Daniel Levin

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates
Rabbi Greg Weisman

Cantor Lori Brock
Michelle Auslander Cohen, CANTORIAL SOLOIST

Jake Harris, CANTORIAL SOLOIST
Rabbi Merle Singer, D.P.S., D.H.L., D.D., RABBI EMERITUS

Steve Kaufman, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Cindy Chieffo, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Susan Stallone, DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
Jason Reasor, DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES

Elinor Josephson, DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING
Mike Sirowitz, MAUSOLEUM DIRECTOR

Derek Hurwitch, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Rita Diamond, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

MAIMONIDES INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH LEARNING
Heather Erez, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Ronni Graf, DIRECTOR OF EARLY LEARNING CENTER
Robin Eisenberg, RJE, DIRECTOR OF JEWISH LEARNING  

AND LIVING EMERITA

* Past Presidents

Schaefer Family Campus 	 333 Sw 4th Avenue |	  Boca Raton, Fl 33432 |	 561 391 8900

Beck Family Campus 	 9800 Yamato Road |	  Boca Raton, Fl 33434 |		 561 391 9091

tbeboca.org
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Expansive Terraces

270 Degrees of Natural Light

Oversized Windows

Luxurious Wellness Plaza

24-hour Security + Doorman

Private Elevators
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MEDICAL
DERMATOLOGY

CUTANEOUS 
SURGERY

COSMETIC 
DERMATOLOGY

AESTHETIC 
SERVICES

SKIN 
CARE

When you come to Brilliant Dermatology & Aesthetics, you know you are 
seeing Dr. Norton, a highly trained board certified dermatologist who provides 
exceptional & personalized patient care. Dr. Norton’s passion for skin health 
and her one-on-one approach have made her a favorite in South Florida.

Elissa S. Norton, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist
MIT | Harvard University

University of Miami 
School of Medicine
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