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BY RABBI DAN LEVIN
dlevin@tbeboca.org

It’s a Miracle
I remember as a young boy, watching the 1980 
U.S. Olympic Hockey Team play against the Soviet 
Union.  The Soviets, the best in the world, faced a 
United States team of rag-tag amateurs.  No one gave 
the United States a chance.

Then in the third period, the United States went up 
4-3. The teams battled until the last seconds, when 
sportscaster Al Michaels called out: “Do you believe 
in miracles!?!  YES!”

More than forty years later, people still refer to 
that game as “The Miracle On Ice.”  

A miracle is when something unbelievable 
happens, something that seems to defy the laws of 
nature.  For example, when someone faces a life-
threatening illness and recovers, we often call that “a 
miraculous recovery”.  

But a miracle is much more than an unexpected 
occurrence or deliverance from a tragedy.  A 
miracle is an event that helps us see more clearly the 
presence of God in our lives.

Think about what it’s like when we wake up in 
the morning. The alarm goes off and we begin our 
morning routine.  Tired and cranky, wishing we 
could have a few extra minutes of sleep, we head out 
to begin our day.

But Jewish tradition invites us to begin our day 
differently.  

Tradition teaches that our first words on 
awakening should be words of gratitude for the gift 
of life itself: “Modeh Ani L’Fanecha – I offer thanks 
to You, ever-living Sovereign, that You have restored 
my soul to me…”  

This focuses our attention on gratitude for all 
the gifts and blessings to which we are generally 
oblivious – that our physical bodies can sustain 
life, and that our souls can experience life in all its 
spiritual glory.  

Then, a section of the 
service begins called “Nissim 
B’Chol Yom – the Miracles of 
Every Day.”  The blessings 
begin as do all – “Blessed are 
You, Adonai our God, Ruler 
of the Universe…”  who 
opens our eyes, who helps 
the fallen, who gave us a 
world filled with water and 
earth, who gives strength 
to the weary, who has made 
us in God’s image, who has 
made us free, as Jews, and 
who gave us the gift of Torah 
to guide us on our spiritual 
journeys.

I love this section of the service because it draws 
our awareness to the miracles that surround us 
every day.

Think about it.  This planet is just 
the right size, with just the right 
mix of elements that is just the right 
distance from the right-sized star, 
so that the average temperature is 
between 0 and 100 degrees Celsius.  
That’s what allows our planet to be 

covered with liquid water, the basic building block 
for life.  In the scheme of things, that is an incredibly 
narrow span of temperatures.  One might say it’s a 
miracle this planet, and we who call it home, exist at 
all.

The miracle of Chanukah is not that the oil lasted 
for eight days.  It is that even in the darkest time in 
our history, in the darkest time of the year, we held 
onto our faith, and fought to ensure that the light of 
God’s presence would never be extinguished.

Chanukah is the story of our people’s dedication 
to the fundamental principles of goodness, freedom, 
justice, compassion, holiness, and peace.  The 
miracle is not in the triumph of the Maccabees, but 
in our collective responsibility for the triumph of 
those ideals.

Do you believe in miracles?  YES!

I love this section of the service because it draws our 
awareness to the miracles that surround us every day.

ON THE COVER Mazel Tov to our Simchat Torah baby,  
Theodore Moran, son of Samantha and Nicholas Moran

mailto:dlevin@tbeboca.org
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Miracles Everywhere You Look

A MESSAGE FROM THE TEMPLE PRESIDENT

Members Zoomed in to help film High Holy Days services.  
See story on page 14-15.

BY WENDY WALIN 
TEMPLE BETH EL 
PRESIDENT
wwalin@tbeboca.org

WELCOME

Welcome New and Returning Members who have joined between July 27, 2022 and September 28, 2022 Additional members 
not listed at the time of printing will be included in our next list! For help getting involved, please contact Elinor Josephson, 
Director of Engagement and Programming, at ejosephson@tbeboca.org or 561-391-8900.

Jamie & Melanie Alexander and 
their children, Jonathan & Madelyn

Steve Atlas & Connie Rieser  

Aron & Lauren Barkan and their 
children, Cadence & Bryant

Brian & Noa Beck and their 
children, Orli & Ariel

Deborah & Jack Berger 
and their child, Laura

Jill Bershad and her chil-
dren, Jessica, Jack & Jolie

Marcia Birch  

Elizabeth Bowman  

Alex Braunstein & Melissa Baum  

Ronnie & Merav Burle and their 
children, Noa, Jonathan & Brooke

Carol & Stan Chervin  

Gale Coleman  

Steven & Samantha Constantiner 
and their children, Max, Teddy & Leo

Ivy Copperstone  

Lanie & Irwin Danels  

Salome & Randall Dennis and their 
children, Nyle, Renee & Vier

Adam & Kim Edelberg and 
their children, Sam & Bari

Heather & Elliot Edelman and 
their children, Isaac & Matthew

Liz & Gary Edelson and their 
children, Colton, Cade & Sage

Rina & Shaun Elkin and their 
children, Sydney & Laila

David & Jill Eversole and 
their child, Ari

Norman & Marlene Feinstein  

Lauren & Michael Fischer and 
their children, Mollie & Isaac

Linda Fisher  

Eric Geier  

Patrizia Genovese  

Cindy & Peter Goffin  

Daniel & Michelle Goldson and 
their children, Andrew & Lily

Tici Gombos and her child, Salvatore

Marcia & Jerry Gordon  

Richard & Jolie Hartman and 
their children, Drew & Dylan

Denise & Bruce Harwin  

Evelyn Hirsch  

Susan & Stuart Horowitz 
and their child, Jake

Diane Johnson  

Scott & Dana Karp and their 
children, Olivia & Hayden

Dara & Benjamin Katz and 
their children, Ryan & Josh

Rebecca Kern  

Michael & Lainey Kieffer 
and their child, Miles

Lisa & Alan Kirschenbaum  

Selma Koppelman  

Eliot & Judith Krause  

Steven Krause  

Celebrating New and Returning Members 

Do you ever think about miracles? During 
Chanukah, we tell the story of having a one-day 
supply of oil and the miracle of the oil lasting for 
eight days. This is one kind of miracle – something 
extraordinary that we think can only be possible 
through the power of God. There are many others, 
often associated with incredible gratitude, such as 
recovery or cure from illness. In times of trouble 
or sickness, we often pray for a miracle. Those are 
the big ones, the “miraculous ones”.

There are also the small, everyday miracles. I 
have been reminded of them every day since my 

granddaughter was born a year ago. The birth 
of this baby has brought incredible joy to our 
family and me. Watching her grow and seeing 
all of her “firsts” has been miraculous. I’m sure 
every parent, grandparent, aunt & uncle, can 
agree. The first smile, the first laugh, the first 
word, the first step, and the very first time those 
little arms are outstretched for you to pick her up. 
Watching a baby grow into a little person and then 
watching that little person grow from childhood 
to adulthood, those seem like miracles too.

I have met and spoken with hundreds of 
congregants at Temple Beth El. 
Many share their stories of how 
the temple was there for them in 
their time of need. From telephone 
calls during the pandemic, to 
finding friendships in a Chavurah, 
I’ve heard how our clergy, staff, 
and congregants have been there 
for so many people. It has led me to 
believe that our temple performs 

There are also the small, everyday 
miracles. I have been reminded of them 
every day since my granddaughter  
was born a year ago.

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:wwalin@tbeboca.org
mailto:ejosephson@tbeboca.org


November/December 2022     |      T H E  C H R O N I C L E       5

Miracles Everywhere You Look
miracles for people every day. 

 I truly believe that if you live in 
awareness, you will see miracles 
everywhere. I invite you to join 
me in thinking of the miracles in 
your life and all that you have to 
be thankful for. Albert Einstein 
said, “There are only two ways 
to live your life. One is as though 
nothing is a miracle. The other 
is as though everything is a 
miracle.”

I am choosing to live as though 
everything is a miracle. I am 
not talking about extraordinary 
events, but the simple things that 
make our lives miraculous. I am 
taking time to count my many 
blessings. I hope you’ll do the 
same. 

The Beth El Bash 
                             is Back!

Joshua & Carissa Leibman and their child, Asher

Judi & Alan Levine  

Dawn Levine and her child, Anna

Michelle & Joseph Levy and their 
children, Harry & Max

Fran Lipset  

Saverio & Allison Maldari  

Dorothy & Arthur Malman  

Deborah Marton and her children, Gillian & Abigail

Derek & Sara Meklir and their chil-
dren, Micah & Lennon

Phyllis Michaels  

Ross & Brooke Miller and their 
children, Eden & Abby

Ellen Kimmel-Muslin & David Mus-
lin and their child, Amy

Vincent Nero & Jill Erwich and their child, Eleanor

Debbie Kimmel & Ian Nestler  

Karen & Mark Panoff  

David & Amanda Pollok and their 
children, Matthew & Emily

Krista & Paul Rosenberg and their 
children, Hunter & Mason

Daryl Ross  

Sandy Roth and her children, Ash-
ley, Sarah & Lyndsey

Jeffrey & Allison Rubin  

Zachary Saltzman  

Amy & William Schafer and their chil-
dren, Lindsey, Matthew & Jesse

Sarita Schapiro  

Laura Barry & Matthew Scheer  

Rita Schuster  

Jana Schwalb and her child, Harley

Howard Schwartz  

Paulina Spiewak  

Brett & Lori Spodak and their chil-
dren, Reese, Jake & Samantha

Wendy & Geoff Stahl and their chil-
dren, Sydney, Madison & Mackenzie

Gail Stein  

Sandi Stein  

Sara & John Sundheim  

Dave & Loren Szmiga and their 
children, Keira & Tyler

Tatyana & Alexander Tenenboym  

Steven & Carolyn Topper  

Nicole Topper  

Marsha Townsend  

Caren Treiser  

Kraig & Brittany Tuber and their chil-
dren, Mackenzie, Kate & Miles

Camila Umansky and her child, Tomer

Daniela Franciscus & Alexi Villedrouin 
and their children, Andreas & Matias

Brian & Jodi Weiner and their chil-
dren, Ethan & Sophie

Jennifer Weinstein and her child, Daniella

Sharon Weinstock  

Cheryl Willner  

Barry & Francine Wizov  

Ava Zinn  

Roxana & Alon Zuckerman and their child, Adam

SAVE  
THE DATE

Saturday 
April 1, 2023  

7:00pm

The Beth El Bash  
returns to the  

Schaefer Family Campus  
for the first time since 2018!

Formal Invitation to Follow
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Rabbi Dan Levin
To me, we never have to look far for miracles. Begin with our world – 
there is a planet that is just the right size, just the right composition of 
elements and minerals, just the right distance from just the right sized 
star that the average temperature is somewhere between 0 and 100 
degrees Celsius.  All those things have to come together to support 
and sustain life. And then you look around again, and there is the 

extraordinary diversity of life – plant 
life and animal life. And then consider 
human life, not simply the amazing 
complexity of the human organism, 
but the human capacity for awareness, 
understanding, wisdom, and love.  One 
need only open one’s eyes to be awed 
and amazed by miracle.  As Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote: “How 
embarrassing for man to be the greatest 
miracle on earth and not to understand 
it!”  And Albert Einstein noted: “There 
are only two ways to live your life. 
One is as though nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as though everything is a 
miracle.” 

DO YOU BELIEVE 
           IN MIRACLES?

Rabbi Elana Rabishaw
As a lifelong fan of the Chicago Cubs, when I think about 
miracles, I think about sports, and one special night in 2016. 
When an unsuspecting team wins, whether it is because of 
money that puts one team at a disadvantage (Moneyball), 

or a leader who looks set 
up to fail (Ted Lasso), or just 
108 long years of losing, 
the feeling of winning feels 
miraculous. But more than 
any win, sports bring people 
from all walks of life together- 
to hope, to dream, to cheer, 
and to celebrate. Perhaps, 
this is the greatest miracle of 
sports, more than any of the 
underdog stories. 

Rabbi Greg Weisman
“Nes Gadol Hayah Sham – A 
great miracle happened there.”  
The four letters on the sides 
of the dreidel remind us that 
the story of Chanukah was a 
miracle for our ancestors. But 
what I love about our tradition 
is that it focuses our attention 
to the everyday miracles, 
which we bless and sanctify 
in the morning service. That 
our eyes open in the morning, 
discerning light from dark, and 

guiding our steps throughout the day. We thank the Holy 
One for those simple miracles, expressing our gratitude for 
the most important miracle of all- our lives.

Rabbi Jessica  
Spitalnic Mates
First Prime Minister of Israel David Ben Gurion said, 
“Anyone who doesn’t believe in miracles is not a 
realist.” Just going about your life, there is the potential 
to see miracles in the every day. When I first came to 
Temple Beth El, the first baby naming I did was for a 
little girl named Madison Mazer. Over time, I was with 
her extended family on a variety of occasions, happy 
and sad, joyous and somber. One day, Madison’s 
mother, Dawn, was hosting a Temple event celebrating 
Cantor Lori’s cantorial school graduation at her house. 
That night I met her brother, 
even though I had seen him 
over the years at namings 
and B’nai Mitzvah and 
funerals. In that room full 
of people I loved, came a 
miracle of love; and I married 
the uncle of that first baby 
naming a few years later.  
Our daily, real life can be full 
of miracles we may have never expected.  

http://tbeboca.org
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Cantorial Soloist 
Jake Harris
To say that a miracle is an act of God 
is to assume that God made a choice. 
While this is comforting to those who 
have benefitted from the miracle, 
what does it mean for those who did 
not?  To be spared by an accident, 
natural disaster, or a severe medical 
diagnosis seems more like luck than 
a conscious act of God.  I believe 
the greatest miracles result from the choices people make. If an 
individual is able to kick a severe addiction after failed attempts, 
that is a miracle. When a close minded individual is able to see 
a reality broader than the one they have stuck to for so long, 
that is a miracle.  When people come together from different 
cultures and belief systems to strive for the common good, that 
is the greatest miracle of all.

Cantorial Soloist  
Michelle Auslander Cohen
What is a miracle?

People often say that a miracle is their children, or when something 
wonderful and unexpected happens…or they experience something so 
beautiful that they cannot help but feel overwhelmed with emotion.

This overwhelming sensation 
comes because we have opened 
ourselves up to feel the beauty of 
that experience. Yet this beauty is 
always there – surrounding us, at 
every moment of every day. 

Even right now.
We all have the ability to plug 

into the miracle of life and love that 
surrounds us and lives within us at 
any given moment. 

Life creates life and love creates 
love. 

This miraculous existence of life 
and love, for me, is just another word 
for God.

Cantor Lori Brock
I am continually amazed by miracles every day – the fact 
that nature can be so breathtakingly beautiful, people 
can perform extraordinary acts of kindness, music 
can make me cry, children and puppies can delight 
in a myriad of ways and wine and chocolate can be 
so spectacularly delicious and complex! Life is full of 
miracles if we just open our eyes and hearts to all the 
good that surrounds us.
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Register for tickets at tbeboca.org or call 561-391-8900

Reserved Benefactor Seating $100
Preferred Seating $40
General Seating $20
Students $10

Enjoy a night filled with passion, drama and all of the incredible music that goes 
along with it! Cantorial Soloist Michelle Auslander Cohen will be joined by her 
friend, esteemed New York Cantor, David Katz, for an evening filled with all of 
your favorite opera and Broadway duets and more. Cantor Katz is a member 
of the “THE THREE JEWISH TENORS” along with Cantors Alberto Mizrachi 
and David Propis. He has sung with the Houston Grand Opera Symphony 
with Marvin Hamlisch conducting, the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, as well as 
many other prominent Orchestras throughout the United States. The concert 
promises to be an exciting ride for your emotions that you will not want to miss!

Cantorial Soloist  
Michelle Auslander Cohen

Cantor David Katz

  

A musical evening of romance, drama and intrigue
including opera, broadway and more!

MICHELLE AUSLANDER COHEN IN CONCERT

Sunday 
JANUARY

7:00pm

SCHAEFER 
FAMILY  
CAMPUS

88 NEW 
DATE

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org
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The story of Chanukah is a celebration 
of miracles – the miracles of faith, 
perseverance, dedication, and light.   
Come share the sixth night of Chanukah at 
our special Shabbat celebrating the  
Festival of Miracle and Lights. 

Congregants of all ages will join with 
our clergy and musicians to retell the 
Chanukah story through songs of miracles, 
light the Chanukiah and share in the joy 
and fun of one of our favorite holidays!  

Join us in the Rabbi Merle E. Singer 
Sanctuary or watch the livestream on our 
big outdoor screen on the lawn. Enjoy 
dinner, oneg, a fun photo station, games, 
a DJ and of course a whole latke gelt and 
dreidels – it will be a festival of fun! 

Food trucks will have food available for 
purchase! Want to have a shorter wait for 
your food? Watch for information with links 
to pre-order and pay for your food so you 
have even more time for fun! 

Be sure to bring lawn chairs or blankets. 
There will be limited outdoor seating for 
those who require it.

For questions or more information, 
please contact Julie Guzy at  
JGuzy@tbeboca.org or at 561-391-8900.

Sponsored by Monica, Andrew, Alexander & 
Stephanie Weinberg in honor of Stephanie’s 
Bat Mitzvah.

Friday, December 23, 2022
6:00pm Chanukah Shabbat Service
7:30pm Outdoor Chanukah Festival of Fun
Schaefer Family Campus
Registration Coming Soon! 
Registration Deadline Is  Friday, December 16, 2022

CHANUKAH
IT’S OUR 

Celebration of Miracles! Celebration of Miracles! 

mailto:JGuzy@tbeboca.org
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Celebrate Shabbat
Visit tbeboca.org/shabbat for a detailed service schedule. Or view online  
at tbeboca.org/live or on the Temple’s Facebook or YouTube channels.

Shabbat Service:
Lech L’cha
November 4, 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
Usher in Shabbat as we mark  
what it means to go to Israel. 

B’Thankful  
Tot Shabbat
November 11
Pizza at 6:00pm 
Service at 6:30pm 
Yoga at 7:00pm
Beck Family Campus
B’Thankful and join us for a fun evening 
as we usher in Shabbat with a family-
friendly service, followed by the amazing 
techniques of Yoga Yeladim (Children’s 
Yoga). Let the soothing positions of Yoga 
help you and your family relax and enjoy 
a peaceful and restful Shabbat!

Registration required. Please RSVP 
tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

Oneg is sponsored by Outrageous 
Owls (122), Awesome Alligators (123) & 
Balloon Buddies (113).

Summer 2022 
Israel Trip Shabbat 
Reunion
November 4, 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
Participants from the Temple’s summer 2022 Israel 
trip are invited to Shabbat services to receive a 
special blessing. Following services, schmooze 
and enjoy Shabbat dinner together. 

Register at tbeboca.org
Adults $22, Children $15 
For questions, or to learn more about the 

2023 Israel trip, contact Elinor Josephson at 
ejosephson@tbeboca.org or 561-314-2833

NOVEMBER

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/shabbat
http://tbeboca.org/live
http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
http://tbeboca.org
mailto:ejosephson@tbeboca.org
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Celebrate Shabbat

Shabbat Service:  
Gratitude 
November 25, 7:30pm 
Schaefer Family Campus
As part of our national celebration of 
Thanksgiving, we turn our attention this Shabbat 
to cultivating awareness and gratitude.

NOVEMBER

Honoring  
Veterans 
November 11, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus
This Shabbat, we honor the valor and sacrifice of 
America’s veterans. We will hear from Rabbi Josh 
Knobel, a graduate of the US Military Academy 
who served in Kuwait and Afghanistan with the 
US Army and who later chose to serve the Jewish 
people as a rabbi.

Join Rabbi Elana Rabishaw and 
Cantorial Soloist Jake Harris for a 
monthly Shabbat morning experience, 
that combines the ancient words of our 
sages with the timeless power of music. 
This enlightening experience will bring 
spiritual nourishment through song, 
prayer, and the study of Torah. Mark 
your calendars for the next Shabbat 
Morning Minyans too: 

December 3, 2022
January 7, 2023
February 4, 2023
March 4, 2023

April 1, 2023
May 6, 2023
June 3, 2023

Shabbat  
Morning  
Minyan 
WITH RABBI  

ELANA  RABISHAW  
AND  

CANTORIAL SOLOIST  
JAKE HARRIS

10:30am
Schaefer Family Campus

Installation  
of Rabbi  
Elana  
Rabishaw
November 18,  
7:30pm
Schaefer  
Family Campus
Join us as we consecrate Rabbi Elana 
Rabishaw as our new Assistant Rabbi. We 
welcome Rabbi Rabishaw’s mentor and 
friend, Rabbi Julia Weisz of Congregation Or 
Ami in Calabasas, CA, to help us celebrate 
this special moment of installation.

Interfaith  
Thanksgiving 
Service
Monday, November 14, 2022 
7:00pm
B’nai Torah Congregation
6261 SW 18th St., Boca Raton

As we prepare to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, join with our interfaith 
sisters and brothers from around Boca 
Raton. Each year, the Boca Raton 
Interfaith Clergy Association hosts an 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. Clergy 
members from around the community 
will lead this uplifting service of 
gratitude and community.
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Celebrate Shabbat
Visit tbeboca.org/shabbat for a detailed service schedule. Or view online  
at tbeboca.org/live or on the Temple’s Facebook or YouTube channels.

DECEMBER

Holy Struggle - Healing 
Broken Relationships
December 9, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus   
Esau and Jacob suffered a rupture in their relationship. 
Parashat Vayishlach offers us wisdom on the holiness to be 
found in healing and restoring broken relationships.

Shabbat Unplugged
December 9, 6:30pm
Beck Family Campus 
Join us for a fun and lively Billy Joel-themed Shabbat 
experience outside in the Big Backyard at the Beck Family 
Campus. Bring your folding chairs and blankets as we bring in 
Shabbat together outdoors. Casual clothing required!
6:00 – 6:30pm “Preneg” with snacks, veggies and dips!
6:30 – 7:15pm Shabbat Unplugged
7:15 – 9:00pm Dinner and schmooze

BYOD! Bring your own dinner, or purchase food from one of the 
food trucks, and then hang out and schmooze with your friends. 
We ask that you refrain from bringing pork or shellfish items.

Register at tbeboca.org/unplugged

Shabbat 
Commemorating 
the UN Vote  
for Israel 
December 2, 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
The UN Vote on the Partition Plan for the State of 
Israel on November 29, 1947, a most dramatic day in 
all of Jewish history, will inspire our worship on the 
75th anniversary of that historic vote.

Alternative Service:
Kol Haneshama
Friday, December 2, 2022, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus
Join us for a different type of worship experience 
to welcome Shabbat. While sitting in the round in 
the chapel, through the use of nigguning (wordless 
melodies) and chant we will deepen our connection 
to ourselves, to each other and the Holy One so that 
we may welcome Shabbat with a peaceful mind and 
an open heart.

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/shabbat
http://tbeboca.org/live
http://tbeboca.org/unplugged
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Celebrate Shabbat

DECEMBER

Last Shabbat  
of 2022   
Happy  

New Year
December 30, 7:30pm

Schaefer Family Campus
Join us this Shabbat as we bid farewell 

 to 2022 and look forward to  
what the  New Year will bring.

Chanukah Shabbat   
A Celebration of Miracles!
December 23, 6:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus
We will raise the roof at this lively and inspiring celebration 
of Shabbat, Chanukah and Miracles! Congregants of all 
ages will join with our clergy and musicians to retell the 
Chanukah story through songs of miracles, light the menorah and 
share in the joy and fun of one of our favorite holidays!   
See page 9.

Vayeshev 
Living Your 
Dreams
December 16, 7:30pm
Schaefer Family Campus 
The story of Joseph begins with dreams 
– and the challenges of being true to 
yourself when those dreams appear to 
be dashed. Tonight we focus on how to 
be true to yourself and your dreams.
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We need your help to fill 
wish lists.  Here are ways to 
make this happen:
• Pick a wish list(s) from our virtual trees. Visit our 

website: https://thegivingtreeboca.org/fill-a-
holiday-wishes/ 

• Pick a list from one of our trees at Temple Beth El Schaefer or Beck Family Campuses

• Scan this QR code to choose a wish from the online wish list.

• Prefer not to shop? Visit tbeboca.org/giving/the-giving-tree to donate now and we will 
shop for you:

• Organize a wish fulfillment drive at your place of work, community or other social group. 
If interested, contact us for more information thegivingtreeboca@gmail.com

• Follow and like our posts on Instagram @TheGivingTreeTBE

• Follow and like our posts on Facebook: facebook.com/TheGivingTreeBoca

• Spread the word and share this information to your network of friends and family

Thank you for your support and generosity, together as a community we will make holiday 
wishes come true!

Giving Tree Holiday Project
The Giving Tree is gearing up to fill over 2000 holiday wishes for kids, teens and 
seniors in our local community. Started at Temple Beth El over 30 years ago, the 
Giving Tree’s annual holiday project makes the holidays a little brighter for those 
among us whose lives are filled with many basic resource insecurities. 
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Jordyn Ginnis, as 
part of our Boca helps Ukraine 
coat drive, collected 50 coats 
from friends and family for her 
bat mitzvah project. 

Someday is Today
LIGHT THE NIGHT EVENT UPDATE
Saturday, November 5  •  6:00pm
Sunset Cove Amphitheater in Boca Raton 

Every 3 minutes someone in the US is diagnosed with a blood 
cancer. Temple Beth El’s Social Action Committee is working 
together on behalf of all cancer patients within our community 
by supporting and participating in the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s “2022 Light the Night Event”. 

Gather as leaders in our temple community and stand in 
solidarity for all who need us. Visit tinyurl.com/tbe-ltn-2022 to 
register or to make a donation. All proceeds go to the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society of South Palm Beach County. Your online 
donations will automatically register you for the walk.

Contact Mike Blackman at mblackman99@gmail.com or 561-
364-1627 for information or for assistance from LLS. or Joel Ivers 
at 513-604-3229 or Joel.Ivers@gmail.com

“Someday	is	today”	–	Update	about	our	Light	the	Night	Event	
Every 3 minutes someone in the US is diagnosed with a blood cancer and it changes the lives of 
millions of people every day. It touches everyone from patients facing a new diagnosis to those 
who are struggling to figure out how to afford their next round of treatment; from families 
caring for their loved ones to communities rallying together for a cure.  

Temple Beth El’s Social Action Committee is spreading the word about how easy it is to make a 
difference in this fight – and how important it is that we work together on behalf of all cancer 
patients within our community. We are doing this by supporting and participating in the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s “2022 Light the Night Event” on Saturday, Nov. 5, at 6 PM 
at the Sunset Cove Amphitheater in Boca Raton.  

We will all gather as leaders in our TBE community and stand in solidarity for all who need us. 
So, mark your calendars. Most important go to our website and make a donation: 
www.tinyurl.com/tbe-ltn-2022. Just look at our team photo and make it your commitment to 
join us again this year. For more information contact Mike Blackman 561-254-5121 or 
mblackman99@gmail.com or Joel Ivers at 513-604-3229 or Joel.Ivers@gmail.com 

 

Please go to our web site WWW.TINYURL.COM/LTN-TBE-2021 , register for this event and 
please make a donation.  All proceeds go to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of South Palm 
Beach County. Your online donations will automatically register you for the walk. 

http://tbeboca.org
https://thegivingtreeboca.org/fill-a-holiday-wishes/
https://thegivingtreeboca.org/fill-a-holiday-wishes/
http://tbeboca.org/giving/the-giving-tree
mailto:thegivingtreeboca@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/tbe-ltn-2022
mailto:mblackman99@gmail.com
mailto:Joel.Ivers@gmail.com
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Every Gift is a Miracle

There really is no such thing 
as a small miracle… just ask 
the person on the receiving 
end!

This brings me to one of my 
favorite stories, The Tale of 
the Starfish.

A young girl was walking 
along a beach upon where 

thousands of starfish had been washed up 
during a terrible storm. When she came 

to each starfish, she would pick it up, 
and throw it back into the ocean. People 

watched her with amusement.
She had been doing this for some time 
when a man approached her and said, 

“Little girl, why are you 
doing this? Look at this 

beach! You can’t save all 
these starfish. You can’t 

begin to make a difference!”
The girl seemed crushed, 

suddenly deflated. But after a few 
moments, she bent down, picked 
up another starfish, and hurled it 
as far as she could into the ocean. 
Then she looked up at the man and 

replied,
“Well, I made a difference for that one!”
The old man looked at the girl inquisitively 

and thought about what she had done 
and said. Inspired, he joined the 
little girl in throwing starfish 
back into the sea. Soon others 

joined, and all the starfish were saved.

As Development Director, I am blessed to have 
the privilege of working with individuals and 
families on a daily basis who strive to make our 
Temple Beth El community stronger and more 
vibrant. One of the most common questions I get 
is, “will my gift be enough to make a difference?” 

For the congregant family in financial distress, 
your gift provides meals and emergency 
assistance. 

For a young family with limited resources, 
your gift helps a son or daughter become a bar 
mitzvah. 

For the elderly individual on fixed income who 
can no longer afford temple, your gift maintains 
their spiritual safe-haven.  

We are part of a beautiful Temple Beth El 
community, where if each one of us gives what 
we can, our collective strength will extend so far 
and help so many! 

So… you may still want to ask, “will my gift be 
enough to make a difference?”

Just ask the starfish! 

To learn more about how you can support Temple Beth 
El, contact Derek Hurwitch, Development Director,  
at dhurwitch@tbeboca.org or 561-314-2836.

BY  DEREK HURWITCH, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
dhurwitch@tbeboca.org

One of the most common questions  
I get is, “will my gift be enough 

 to make a difference?”

mailto:dhurwitch@tbeboca.org
mailto:dhurwitch@tbeboca.org
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As the United States Ambassador to Israel from March 2017 until January 2021, 
Ambassador David Friedman successfully guided unprecedented diplomatic 
advancements in the US – Israel relationship, including moving the United 
States Embassy to Jerusalem and recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights. He also is among a small group of American officials responsible for the 
“Abraham Accords” -- peace and normalization agreements between Israel and 
the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco -- for which he was nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2021.

Ambassador Friedman was recognized in each of the past five years 
by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world, 
coming in first in 2020. He also was named one of the 20 Most Impactful 
Persons of the Past Decade by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

Ambassador Friedman is the Founder of The Friedman Center for Peace 
through Strength which works to build upon the Ambassador’s achievements in strengthening the 
US-Israel relationship.

On February 8, 2022, HarperCollins published Ambassador Friedman’s memoir, Sledgehammer: 
How Breaking with the Past Brought Peace to the Middle East. In its first week, Sledgehammer 
broke sales records for a book on the State of Israel. 

David Friedman
Former U.S. Ambassador to Israel and member  
of the team responsible for the Abraham Accords
Thursday, December 1, 2022 
7:00pm
$36 Priority Seating Includes a copy of 
Sledgehammer: How Breaking with the Past 
Brought Peace to the Middle East, by David 
Friedman
$10 General Admission
FREE to Students

The Antisemitism Series is part of Project Nuremberg, underwritten  
by Jay and Marilyn Weinberg to provide Holocaust, Law and Ethics programming. 

PART 3 
THE JEWISH WORLD’S BIGGEST NAMES  
ON THE PROBLEM THE WORLD HAS WITH JEWS 
Schaefer Family Campus 
Register at tbeboca.org/antisemitism-series

TEMPLE BETH EL  
OF BOCA RATON PRESENTS 

THE ANTISEMITISM 
SERIES

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/antisemitism-series
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Lunch  
Learn 

Temple Beth El is thrilled to bring Dr. Michele 
Borba, internationally renowned educator, 
award-winning author, and parenting expert to 
our congregation and community.

Dr. Borba blends 40 
years of teaching and 
consulting experience 
with the latest science 
to offer sound, realistic 
advice to parents, 
teachers and child 
advocates about helping children thrive. Her latest book 
is an urgently needed guide to address the staggering 
increase in anxiety, stress and emptiness for children from 
preschool to high school.

NOVEMBER
STARS AND STRIPES AND 
THE STAR OF DAVID
Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates
Tuesdays November 8, 15 & 29  
(no class 11/1 & 11/22)
12:00 – 1:00pm 
Virtual Beth El/ 
Zoom and livestream

75 years ago, on November 29, 1947, 
the future of the Jewish people was 
to be determined on American soil 
at the United Nations Vote for the 
Partition Plan that would ultimately 
lead to the establishment of the 
modern day state of Israel. We will 
examine the relationship between 
the United States and the State of 
Israel from that day until this day.  

DECEMBER
THE SOUL OF SHABBAT
Alden Solovy
Tuesdays, November 29, 
December 6, 13 & 20  
(No class 12/27)
12:00-1:00pm
Virtual Beth El/ 
Zoom and livestream

Liturgist Alden Solovy will explore 
metaphors of Shabbat and their 
resonance in the Shabbat liturgy. 
The goals are to engage adult 
learners in deepening their 
understanding of the themes of our 
Friday evening prayers 
and the spirituality 
that they enliven. 
Alden Solovy is 
an American 
Israeli liturgist, 
poet, author, 
and educator 
and resides in 
Jerusalem. 

Helping Our Children Thrive  
in an Uncertain World 
AN EVENING WITH DR. MICHELE BORBA 
Thursday, January 12, 2023  •  7:00pm
Schaefer Family Campus and on Virtual Beth El
$18/person, in-person or virtual, includes a copy of Dr. Borba’s  
latest book, “Thrivers: The Surprising Reasons Why Some Kids Struggle  
and Some Kids Shine”
(One book per family. Virtual ticket holders may pick up their book at either the 
Schaefer Family Campus or the Beck Family Campus.)

This program is generously underwritten by Jill Viner. 

  How do I promote self-
confidence in my child/teen?

  How do I help my child/teen 
develop empathy in this world 
of social media and turmoil?

  Empowering our children/teens to 
become independent thinkers and doers

  Am I okay and therefore, is my child 
okay? Managing parental stress in 2023

  Stretching the Comfort Zone in our 
Children - creating problem solvers who 
are curious and independent thinkers

  “Choose Your Battles” with 
Nurturing Discipline - what are 
the lessons of making mistakes 
and accepting boundaries?

 

PARENT  
WORKSHOPS

Registration information  
coming soon!

For the three months following 
the program, Temple Beth El 
is partnering with Ruth Rales 

Jewish Family Services to offer 
parent workshops on topics 

including:
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EXPENSES

Program: Religious Activities  3,536,410 24%

Program: Education  4,894,100 33%

Program: Mausoleum  669,080 5%

Administration and General  2,383,875 16%

Fundraising and Project Expenses  763,019 5%

Transfers to Other Funds  2,453,858 17%

Total Expense  14,700,342 100%

JULY 2021 – JUNE 2022 REVENUE AND EXPENSES

REVENUE

Membership Commitments  3,127,386 21%

Religious School Fees  655,243 4%

Early Learning Center  5,049,921 34%

Fundraising  2,251,272 15%

Facilities Rentals  545,925 4%

Program Fees & Other Income  530,188 4%

PPP Loan Forgiveness  998,060 7%

Mausoleum Sales  1,444,847 10%

Transfers from Other Funds  97,500 1%

Total Income  14,700,342 100%

This Financial Report Card is intended to 
provide our members with a brief overview 
of the Temple’s financial results for the 2021-
2022 fiscal year which ended on June 30, 
2022. Financial transparency is very important 
to our Board of Trustees. We hope this Report 
Card will give our members the information 
necessary to be confident that we are on 
solid financial ground.

INTRODUCTION
This Financial Report Card provides an 
overview of the Temple’s financial results 
for the 2021-2022 fiscal year which ended 
on June 30, 2022.  Financial transparency 
is very important to us.  As a member of this 
temple community you are also an owner. 
You deserve to know how your Temple is 
doing and how your money is being spent.  
We hope you will take a few minutes to read 
this report and feel comfortable that your 
Temple is managed prudently and is fiscally 
sound.

FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY
This Financial Report Card is not intended 
to include detailed financial statements, but 
rather a high level summary of our financial 
results from the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

The Temple hires independent auditors 
from an outside accounting firm every year 
to audit our books and financial controls.  
The results of the audit are presented 
to the Finance Advisory Group and the 
Board of Trustees annually.  Undergoing 
a comprehensive third-party audit is time 
consuming and costly, but we feel it is time 
and money well spent.  We always want you 
to feel comfortable that we are operating 
at the highest levels of financial integrity.   
Should you want more information about 
the Temple’s finances, you are welcome 
to contact Cindy Chieffo (Chief Financial 
Officer) or Steve Kaufman (Executive 
Director) and we would be happy to answer 
your questions.

A BALANCED BUDGET
We finished the 2021-2022 fiscal year with a balanced budget 
for the tenth year in a row.  Revenues from operations actually 
exceeded operating expenses slightly which has been the case 
for the past several years.  The excess funds from last year will 
be transferred to  operating reserves and capital reserves which 
we anticipate needing in the future to complete major main-
tenance projects (like roofing, painting, and air conditioning 
replacements) or to help fill a budget deficit should we experi-
ence an economic downturn which results in decreased mem-
bership and/or donations.
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REVENUES
One area where Temple Beth El is different from most other con-
gregations is the relatively small extent to which we rely on mem-
bership revenue to fund the Temple’s operations.  The percentage 
of overall operating revenues that come from Congregational 
Commitment is very low compared to most temples.  Our Con-
gregational Commitment revenues make up only 21% of total 
revenues, which is less than half the national average. In times of 
economic uncertainty and high inflation like we are facing today, 
it’s really good to have diversified streams of revenue.  

Our largest source of revenue is Early Learning Center tu-
ition, which makes up just over one-third of total operating 
revenues. We have reached full capacity at the ELC with sig-
nificant waiting lists for most grade levels.  In 2019 we opened 
six new classrooms and they are all full already.  We finished 
the 2021-2022 school year with 315 students enrolled at the 
ELC, which is the highest number we have ever experienced.  
While the Beth El Early Learning Center is clearly import-
ant to the financial health of the Temple, more importantly 

EXPENSES

Program: Religious Activities  3,536,410 24%

Program: Education  4,894,100 33%

Program: Mausoleum  669,080 5%

Administration and General  2,383,875 16%

Fundraising and Project Expenses  763,019 5%

Transfers to Other Funds  2,453,858 17%

Total Expense  14,700,342 100%

REVENUE

Membership Commitments  3,127,386 21%

Religious School Fees  655,243 4%

Early Learning Center  5,049,921 34%

Fundraising  2,251,272 15%

Facilities Rentals  545,925 4%

Program Fees & Other Income  530,188 4%

PPP Loan Forgiveness  998,060 7%

Mausoleum Sales  1,444,847 10%

Transfers from Other Funds  97,500 1%

Total Income  14,700,342 100%

21%
Membership 

Commitments

4%
Facilities Rentals

34% 
Early Learning 

Center

7%
PPP Loan  

Forgiveness

1%
Transfers from Other 

Funds

4%
Religious 

School Fees
4%

Program Fees & 
Other Income

15%
Fundraising

10%
Mausoleum Sales

it serves as a pipeline for young families to experience Beth El 
and hopefully form long-lasting connections which continue 
long after their children graduate and move on to kindergarten.

Another unique source of revenue for the Temple is the Beth 
El Mausoleum.  The only mausoleum in the United States built 
on temple grounds, the Beth El Mausoleum provides roughly 
10% of our total operating revenue.  The Mausoleum is not 
only an important part of our identity spiritually, but also an 
important source of financial stability.  

Fundraising donations are also critical to our financial health. 
Voluntary contributions made up 15% of total operating rev-
enue last year.  We are blessed to have so many extraordinarily 
generous donors who answer the call when we need them.  We 
would certainly not be in the solid financial position we are 
without their support. Last year we raised $461,000 in our an-
nual High Holy Day appeal (a/k/a “Annual Giving”) which 
exceeded our budget goal by $86,000.  

We also had the most successful annual gala ever as we hon-
ored Rabbi Dan Levin’s 25th anniversary at Temple Beth El.  
The Gala of Gratitude and Love at Boca West Country Club 
generated over $1.3 million in gross revenue and allowed us to 
establish the Rabbi Dan Levin Jewish Ideas Incubator which 
will foster exciting and innovative programs and Jewish expe-
riences that we might not otherwise have the resources to at-
tempt. Proceeds from the Gala also provide financial support 
for individuals, children and families that need scholarships in 
order to afford membership and school tuition.
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2019.  We added over $200,000 of new cameras, audio visual 
equipment, microphones, video editing computers and associ-
ated technology.  We converted an 800 square foot classroom at 
the Schaefer Family Campus into a state-of-the-art production 
and recording studio. We also added additional staff who bring 
professional camera operation and digital video editing experi-
ence to the team to enhance our on-line presence. 

The new technologies and platforms we are now using we 
were likely to have adopted in the coming years anyway.  But 
the Covid-19 pandemic drastically accelerated their adoption 
out of necessity.  We are actually seeing greater participa-
tion now in some of our programs and services then we did 
pre-pandemic because people are able to participate without 
leaving the comfort of their homes.  The resources required to 
do video production at this level of excellence are significant. 
However, the Temple leadership believe that engagement with 
your temple through a screen is part of the future of Reform 
Judaism in America and to remain relevant we must make these 
investments.

EXPENSES

Program: Religious Activities  3,536,410 24%

Program: Education  4,894,100 33%

Program: Mausoleum  669,080 5%

Administration and General  2,383,875 16%

Fundraising and Project Expenses  763,019 5%

Transfers to Other Funds  2,453,858 17%

Total Expense  14,700,342 100%

REVENUE

Membership Commitments  3,127,386 21%

Religious School Fees  655,243 4%

Early Learning Center  5,049,921 34%

Fundraising  2,251,272 15%

Facilities Rentals  545,925 4%

Program Fees & Other Income  530,188 4%

PPP Loan Forgiveness  998,060 7%

Mausoleum Sales  1,444,847 10%

Transfers from Other Funds  97,500 1%

Total Income  14,700,342 100%
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EXPENSES
Like most service organizations, our largest expense is our peo-
ple.  Approximately $8 million was spent on salaries and ben-
efits last year across the organization’s 166 full time and part 
time employees.  

Number of Employees By Department
Clergy and Administration 32
Facilities Maintenance  14
Early Learning Center  85
Religious School 35
Total Employees 166

Due to high inflation which drives up wages, exceptional in-
creases in housing costs,  substantial escalation in health in-
surance premiums and a severe local labor shortage, the Tem-
ple’s cost of salary and benefits has increased materially in the 
past two years.  Salary and benefits expenses are also higher 
year-over-year because of the need to hire more teachers for 
a growing ELC and Religious School. However, there can be 
no doubt that the success we are experiencing would not be 
possible without our incredibly dedicated staff. Our people are 
our most valuable asset and so we are doing all that we can to 
recruit and retain the highest level of talent possible. 

Another unique driver of expenses this past year was Virtual 
Beth El, which did not exist pre-pandemic.  In order to provide 
high quality on-line programming, worship services and life 
cycle events, we invested heavily last year in new equipment 
and personnel to materially raise the bar from where it was in 
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relocated during the pandemic, new residential construction in 
the Agricultural Reserve along the Lyons Road and US441 cor-
ridors in West Boca /  West Delray and more Mausoleum sales 
to non-members who receive one year complimentary when 
they purchase a crypt or niche. 

Our Engagement and Programming team, along with many 
dedicated volunteers, are also working hard to foster individual 
relationships between members through small group interac-
tions.  Through our Kulanu Chavurot (Groups of Friends) and 
Beth El Circles programs, we are providing multiple ways for 
our members to connect with each other and Temple Beth El 
in non-traditional ways.  These small groups are also a key in-
gredient to our success in the realm of engagement and member 
retention.  

PANDEMIC RELIEF
In March 2021, the Temple applied for and received a Paycheck 
Protection Loan (“PPP Loan”) from the U.S. Government as 
part of the Covid-19 relief package. The amount of the loan was 
$992,000 and the proceeds were utilized for staff salaries during 
the pandemic in compliance with the regulations that govern 
this program.  The PPP Loan was forgiven in November 2021 
so the income is recognized in last year’s financial statements.  

In 2020 and 2021 the Temple experienced significant de-
creases in revenue, primarily due to substantially decreased en-
rollment at the Early Learning Center (“ELC”) and Religious 
School. At the same time, the Temple was experiencing increas-
es in supply costs as we had to purchase Personal Protective 
Equipment (“PPE”) for staff and increased cleaning and sanita-
tion costs.  Additional investments were also necessary in tech-
nology to allow staff to work from home and to allow students 
and Temple members to participate in our classes, programs and 
worship services on-line through Virtual Beth El.  By utilizing 
the PPP loan proceeds for salaries at that time, we were able to 
divert other funds to cover the lost ELC and Religious School 
tuition revenue and cover the increased operating costs brought 
on by the pandemic.

As a result of PPP Loan forgiveness, the generosity of our 
benefactors and members and swift action to control costs with-
out degrading the level of service we provide to our temple com-
munity, we were able to successfully weather the storm and find 
ourselves in excellent financial shape heading into the future.   

MEMBERSHIP
The Temple’s overall membership in terms of number of house-
holds, has increased over the past five years.  We finished the 
fiscal year on June 30, 2022 with 1,700 member households, 
compared to 1,527 in 2021 (11.3% increase).

We attribute this growth to a number of factors including, 
but not limited to, enrollment increases at the ELC and Reli-
gious School, increased migration to our area from people who 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Religious School enrollment at the conclusion of the 2021-
2022 academic year stood at 491 students.   From 2012 to 2018 
we experienced a consistent decline in student enrollment, most 
notably in the post bar/bat mitzvah age groups. We are pleased 
to report that the downward trend has flattened and our enroll-
ment last year was virtually the same as it was in 2018.  Our 
efforts to provide creative, flexible, non-traditional learning 
models aimed at satisfying the needs of modern Jewish families 
appears to be working. In fact, we are out of space on Sunday 
mornings at the Beck Family Campus.  As a result, this year we 
are offering mid-week classes at the Schaefer Campus in order 
to ease capacity at the Beck Campus – something we have not 
needed to do in several years.

Note: In 2021 there were no Religious School classes in-person 
due to Covid-19 so enrollment decreased significantly that year.
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CONSTRUCTION AND DEBT
In March 2020, we completed construction activities at the 
Schaefer Family Campus.  This marked the end of a multi-year 
project that included expansions and renovations at both cam-
puses.  Total project costs, not including financing costs, totaled 
approximately $22 million.  Because many of the large gifts we 
received for this campaign are paid out over an extended period 
of time, the Temple has a loan in place with Wells Fargo Bank 
which we are paying off steadily each month.  

The Wells Fargo loan carries a fixed rate of 3.75% annual in-
terest with a maturity date of August 2030.  Fortunately, thanks 
to many extremely generous donors, we have the funds and 
future commitments necessary to pay off the debt entirely on 
or before the scheduled maturity date. Presently we are mak-
ing monthly debt service payments to Wells Fargo of roughly 
$100,000 per month (principal and interest).

The next construction project on the horizon is Mausoleum 
Phase 4 (see above for more information).  We anticipate this 
project will cost approximately $8.5 million, not including fi-
nancing costs. Because the Temple does not have $8.5 million 
in available cash, we anticipate securing bank debt to fund the 
construction costs as we have done with the first three phases of 
the Mausoleum.  The money to re-pay the debt will come from 
future sales of crypts and niches. We do not anticipate combin-
ing the existing loan with the Mausoleum expansion loan since 
the cash flow streams used to repay the debt are distinct and 
each project should stand on its own financially. 
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CONCLUSION
Thanks to the ongoing support of our members, the generosity of 
our benefactors, and the hard work of our incredible staff, Temple 
Beth El is on solid financial footing despite the current econom-
ic challenges facing our nation. We believe we have weathered the 
Covid-19 storm and have come out even stronger on the other 
side.  We have also maintained our long standing policy of never 
turning away any individual or family who want to be a part of 
our community but cannot afford to pay the full Congregational 
Commitment or tuition rates.    We appreciate your support and 
look forward to another successful year.

EARLY LEARNING CENTER ENROLLMENT
Early Learning Center (“ELC”) enrollment at the conclusion 
of the 2021-2022 academic year was 315 students, compared 
to 232 students at the same time in the prior year, represent-
ing a 36% increase year-over-year. However, these numbers are 
skewed because the prior year many families elected to keep 
young children at home due to Covid-19.  Nevertheless, 315 
students is the most we have ever had enrolled at our ELC and 
we are 100% full at the present time with substantial waiting 
lists for all grade levels.

Note: 2021 enrollment decreased significantly because of 
Covid-19.

BETH EL MAUSOLEUM
The Beth El Mausoleum creates an eternal connection to the 
Temple for many of our members and for unaffiliated Jews in 
the broader local community. Gross sales revenue for the 2021-
2022 fiscal year was $1,444,847 compared to $1,614,709 in the 
prior year.    This represents a 10.5% decrease year-over-year.  
Although gross sales revenue declined year-over-year, the results 
still exceeded the annual operating budget.  In the 2020-2021 
fiscal year we completed 90 sales transactions and in the 2021-
2022 fiscal year we completed 77 sales transactions which ex-
plains the drop in revenue dollars for the year.

Unfortunately we are running out of desirable inventory at the 
Mausoleum which puts us at a competitive disadvantage relative 
to our competitors and partly explains why sales are down year-
over-year.  We are therefore planning to build a new Mausoleum 
building similar in size to the existing two-story indoor/outdoor 
mausoleum building constructed in 2006.   Three phases have been 
built so far. This new building would be the fourth. 

Our architect is working on detailed construction plans which 
we intend to submit to the City of Boca Raton for approval in 
the coming weeks.  We plan to break ground on the new mau-
soleum building in 2023 and the project should be complete 
and open in 2025. We anticipate starting preconstruction sales 
for the new phase in the Spring of 2023. 
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HEATHER EREZ 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH 
EDUCATION AND 
ENGAGEMENT
herez@tbeboca.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Miracles Are in the Details
Raising children, though rewarding, is not 
always easy. Waking up early on Sunday 
mornings, at times, seems nothing short of 
a miracle. However, the payoff, connecting 
our children to our Jewish community and 
learning about thousands of years of Jewish 
history while navigating their spiritual paths, 
makes it worthwhile. Every week our lesson 
plans help weave a grand picture that develops 
over years, giving our young congregants a 
Jewish foundation and sense of belonging to 
the Jewish people. With research, intention 
and consideration of what we want our 
students to know by the end of 12th grade, our 
school created these “Big Ideas”, stretched 
over our entire curriculum in developmentally 
appropriate ways.

Chagim: Shabbat and Holidays – Shabbat 
and the Jewish holidays provide a framework 
to experience the holiness in the flow of time 
each year. The traditions and mitzvot of each 
holiday celebration connect me to God, the 
Jewish People, and Israel. 

Am Yisrael and Tikkun Olam: My Jewish 
Identity – Each individual Jewish 
voice can find deep meaning and 
purpose through engagement 
in Jewish life and community. 
Jewish responsibility to make the 
world whole lies in each person’s 
own talents, as it is written in 
the Torah that each person was 
created, B’tzelem Elohim, in the 
image of God.

K’lal Yisrael: Jewish History 
and Community – The history of 
the Jewish people played a key 

role in the creation of Israel, Jewish life and 
the Jewish community as it exists today. 

Talmud Torah: Jewish Literature – The 
Torah provides the origin story and purpose of 
the Jewish People and inspires the holiness of 
our connection with God. Lifelong learning of 
Torah and Jewish texts fuel the Jewish People’s 
mission to be partners with God through our 
deeds and actions.

Ivrit: Hebrew – Modern Hebrew connects 
me to the greater Jewish people as well as 
traditions in Judaism.

T’fillah: Prayer and Lifecycle – Prayer is the 
mode and language that can help deepen my 
relationship with God and my spiritual self 
while it connects me to the Jewish People.

Eretz Yisrael: Israel – Israel is the Jewish 
homeland and is a part of Judaism’s history, 
past and present.

As you can see, for our students, the miracles 
are in the details! For more information on 
our Big Ideas and how they play out grade by 
grade, please see our website tbeboca.org/
religious-school

Middle School  
Latke Rave and  
Silent Disco
Saturday, December 3
Grades 6-8

Light the Night  
and After Experience
Saturday, November 5
Grades 9-12

Book Club Grades 8-12
Saturday, November 5
Saturday, December 3
Grades 8-10

Beth El Rocks  
Teen Band)
Tuesdays
November 8, 29
December 13
Grades 8-12
Beck Family Campus 
5:30pm to 6:45pm

Miami Heat Game
Saturday, December 10
For more information, visit
tbeboca.org/heat22

TRIBAL GATHERINGS
Kids – Gather together with your tribe for some FUN! Go to  
tbeboca.org/religious-school for details and to register.

Sunday, November 6
Improv and Comedy with Tribe Benjamin  
(2nd grade)
12:00pm – 2:00pm

Sunday, November 13
Books and Baking Club for Tribes Reuben, 
Simeon, and Judah  
(3rd, 4th, and 5th grades)
8:30am – 9:00am

Sunday, November 13
Boardgame Battle with Tribes Reuben and 
Simeon (3rd and 4th grade)
12:00 – 2:00pm

Sunday, December 4
Books and Baking Club for Tribes Reuben, 
Simeon, and Judah (3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grades)
12:00 – 2:00pm

BETH EL  
TEENS 

TE
M

PL

E BETH EL OF BOCA RATO
N

יהודה
JUDAH

בנימן

BENJAMIN

REUBEN

ראובן

S imeon
שמעון

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:herez@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/religious-school
http://tbeboca.org/religious-school
http://tbeboca.org/heat22
http://tbeboca.org/religious-school


November/December 2022     |      T H E  C H R O N I C L E       25

B’nai Mitzvah
Noa Nierman
Daughter of Evan and Robin Nierman
November 5, 2022 @ 9:00am

Chloe Schmier
Daughter of Brian and Jamie Schmier
November 5, 2022 @ 11:30am

Ari Raines
Son of Alan and Nicole Raines
November 5, 2022 @ 6:00pm

Aidan Nieves-Denish
Son of Amalio Nieves and Naomi Denish
November 12, 2022 @ 11:30am

Ben Marks
Son of Dave and Sarah Marks
November 19, 2022 @ 9:00am

Erika Diaz-Padua
Daughter of Ignacio and Daniela Diaz-Padua
November 19, 2022 @ 11:30am

Peyton Lansburgh
Daughter of Justin and Laura Lansburgh
November 26, 2022 @ 10:45am

Lily Hilton
Daughter of Jeffrey and Diane Hilton
December 3, 2022 @ 9:00am

Lily Corcia
Daughter of Shai and Rachael Corcia
December 3, 2022 @ 11:30am

Jacob Kallen
Son of Marc and Mollie Kallen
December 10, 2022 @ 10:45am

Livia Paldino
Daughter of Christopher and Kara Paldino
December 10, 2022 @ 5:30pm

Simon Sheinfeld
Son of Aaron and Lilliana Sheinfeld
December 17, 2022 @ 11:30am

Aidan Nieves-Denish

Peyton Lansburgh

Jacob Kallen

Ben Marks

Lily Hilton

Livia Paldino

Erika Diaz-Padua

Lily Corcia

Simon Sheinfeld

Noa Nierman Chloe Schmier Ari Raines
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BY RONNI GRAF
BETH EL EARLY  
LEARNING CENTER 
DIRECTOR
rgraf@tbeboca.org

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Do You Believe in Miracles?
Yes, I believe in miracles.  
In 1996, just a couple of years after earning 

my Master’s Degree, I decided that I wanted to 
change my career path.  I was working in retail 
and knew that I needed more fulfillment in my 
work life than I was getting.  I had always loved 
children and thought a career in education 
would be a good fit for me, but I had no idea 
what age group would suit me best.  To my 
great surprise, after volunteering in middle 
schools, elementary schools, and early 
childhood centers, it was the youngest 
students that I was most drawn to.  The 
reason?  When I was with these young 
children I was able to experience 
small miracles all around me multiple 
times a day.  It was invigorating.  It was 

energizing.  I was hooked.  
Now, twenty-six years into 

my career in early childhood 
education, I am still blessed 
to witness miracles every day.  As 
director of our incredible school 
there are miracles all around me.  
A tiny infant smiling for the first 
time.  An older infant taking their 
first steps.  A child speaking their 
first words.  A toddler intentionally 

sharing a toy.  A two year old saying good-bye 
to their parent for the first time.  The look on 
a child’s face when they understand a new 
concept.  Young children are truly amazing.  
The rate at which they learn and process 
information is nothing short of miraculous.  
Imagine if the learning curve we experience 
during our first five years of life continued 
throughout our lifetime!

There are many reasons that I love my job.  
Our fantastic staff, the relationships that I get 
to build with families, and the fulfillment I get 
from knowing that I make a difference in the 

lives of children are near the top of the list.  But 
the thing that motivates me more than anything 
else is the privilege I have to witness the wonder 
of each day and the curiosity that comes with it 
through the eyes of our students.

Yes, I believe in miracles.  If you don’t, I suggest 
you come to the Beck Family Campus for a visit 
to see some for yourself.  

A toddler intentionally sharing a toy.  A two 
year old saying good-bye to their parent 

for the first time.  The look on a child’s 
face when they understand a new concept.  

Young children are truly amazing.

http://tbeboca.org
mailto:rgraf@tbeboca.org
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Important Dates
NOVEMBER 

2   Wednesday Man in My Life Celebrations – 2s

3   Thursday Man in My Life Celebrations – 4s

4   Friday Man in My Life Celebrations – Childcare

4   Friday Man in My Life Celebrations – 3s

21-22   Monday-Tuesday Thanksgiving Celebrations for students

23-25   Wednesday-Friday Thanksgiving Break – No School

DECEMBER

5   Monday  Parent-Teacher Conferences – No School

12-16   Monday-Friday Scholastic Book Fair

13-15   Tuesday-Thursday  Chanukah Celebrations – Childcare

13   Tuesday Chanukah Celebration – 4s

14   Wednesday Chanukah Celebration – 2s

15   Thursday  Chanukah Celebration – 3s

26-30   Monday-Friday  Winter Break – No School

November 11
Pizza at 6:00pm
Service at 6:30pm
Yoga at 7:00pm
Beck Family Campus

B’ Thankful and join us for a fun evening as 
we usher in Shabbat with a family-friendly 
service, followed by the amazing techniques 
of Yoga Yeladim (Children’s Yoga). Let the 
soothing positions of Yoga help you and your 
family relax and enjoy a peaceful and restful 
Shabbat!Registration required.  
Please RSVP at tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat

Oneg is sponsored by Outrageous Owls (122), 
Awesome Alligators (123) & Balloon Buddies (113).

Parenthood
Wednesday, November 16, 7:30pm 
Parenthood Meeting  

Thursday, December 1, 7:30pm 
Parents’ Night Out at Rocco’s Tacos 
in Boca Raton 

Wednesday, December 7, 7:30pm 
Parenthood Meeting

B’Thankful Tot Shabbat

http://tbeboca.org/tot-shabbat
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PARENTHOOD PRESENTS

Beck Family Campus  9800 Yamato Road  |  Boca Raton, FL 33434  |  561 391 9091
tbeboca.org  |  parenthood@tbeboca.org 

carnival in the big backyard

Join us for an amazing, fun-filled day and 
open house! Kids will enjoy rides, carnival games, 
petting zoo, arts and crafts, gardening projects, 

balloon animals, and a special Shabbat experience! 

Families can meet our wonderful teachers 
and experience our beautiful facility.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023
9AM- 1PM 

REGISTRATION COMING SOON 

BETHELEARLYLEARNINGCENTER.TBEBOCA.ORG

We are  

looking for sponsors 

for this fantastic 

event.   

If you would like more 

information, please 

contact  

Jen Somers at  

Parenthood@tbeboca.org.

http://tbeboca.org
http://bethelearlylearningcenter.tbeboca.org
mailto:Parenthood@tbeboca.org
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Unofficially known as the Empty Nesters’ Chavurah, 
the chavurah that Debbi Rosenblum and Lisa Zwick 
launched shortly before the pandemic does not yet 
have an official name. Currently made up of 12 empty 
nester couples, this chavurah does have a unique 
backstory spanning more than 20 years of Temple 
Beth El history.

All but two couples have lived in South Florida 
for many years and most have been Temple Beth El 
members since the mid-to-late 1990s, including two 
members who actually grew up in this congregation! 

This group happens to have three past presidents 
of Temple Beth El’s Brotherhood, one current co-
president of Brotherhood, and four past presidents 
of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood.

“Most of us have known each other for twenty 
five years. Back then, as parents of young children 
enrolled in Temple Beth El’s Early Learning Center, 
we bonded with each other, and eventually, around 

the time that Rabbi Dan and Aimee Levin first 
arrived in Boca Raton, we formed what we called the 
Young Couples Club,” shared Rosenblum who recalls 
fondly the fun times that this group had.

Coming full circle, just before 2020, the former 
members of the Young Couples Club found 
themselves adjusting to the joys and challenges of 
the empty nester stage of life. “In our age group you 
run the risk of people dropping out of temple life 
and losing touch,” says Debbi. “My husband Larry 
and I, and Lisa and her husband Andrew, did not 

want to see that happen.” They felt that it was 
a perfect time to form a chavurah that would 
bring together longtime temple friends from 
the Young Couples Club days with new temple 
members, so they could all enjoy experiencing 
this next stage of life. “Unfortunately, starting 
our chavurah coincided with the pandemic. As a 
group, we had zero interest in meeting on Zoom, 
so we stayed in touch and when restrictions 
lifted, we started getting together in person, 
first at the Night of 50 Shabbat Dinners and 
then for Blue Jeans Shabbat.”

The chavurah has begun making plans and 
everyone is looking forward to more get-
togethers. Some ideas being tossed around are a 
night of bowling, going ax throwing, and maybe 
even a night of brews, food, and live music at 
Crazy Uncle Mike’s in East Boca Raton.

Current members of this Chavurah are 
Jeffrey and Diana Grubman, Alan and Rebecca 
Klasfeld, Karen and Jeffrey Press, Lisajane and 
Kevin Romer, Carlos and Melissa Romero, Larry 
and Debbi Rosenblum, Trish and Mark Schaum, 
Bob and Sharyn Schneiderman, Laurie and 
Michael Schuster, Craig and Shari Schwamm, 
Andrew and Dina Schwartz, Mara and Michael 
Shapiro, Lauren and David Tolces, David and 
Tracy Weinstein, Andrew and Lisa Zwick. 

Are you a member of Temple Beth El whose 
little birds have grown and flown? If you haven’t 
joined a chavurah yet, we’d love to help you connect 
with old friends and new ones by adding you to an 
existing group, or creating a new chavurah. 

A chavurah can be for any life stage – empty nester, 
young families, older adults – all are welcome! Just 
reach out to Rachael Rand at RRand@tbeboca.org 
or 561-391-8900 ext. 3178.

“There will come a time when you believe 
everything is finished. That will be the beginning.”

Meet our Chavurah led by  
Debbi Rosenblum and Lisa Zwick! Special thanks to Linda Holtz, wonderful writer and congregant 

on our Membership & Engagement Committee, for this article. 

mailto:RRand@tbeboca.org
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College 
Outreach 
2022
It’s that time of year! 
Kids go away to 
college, and we are 
here to give them a 
little piece of home. 
Sisterhood will send 
holiday packages to 
your college student 
for Chanukah, Purim 
and Passover. We 
wish them a Happy 
Birthday with a fun 
e-card, too! This 
service is open to 
all Temple Beth El 
members with college 
students. There is no 
charge, but donations 
are always welcome. 
Register online at  
tbeboca.org/sisterhood

SISTERHOOD

BY LISA WOLFE SWARTZ AND  
SUSAN JUSTER GOLDSTEIN 
SISTERHOOD CO-PRESIDENTS 
sisterhood@tbeboca.org

Miracles
The theme of the issue is “Do you believe in 
miracles?” We all know about the Chanukah 
miracle when the oil lasted for 8 nights. 
What miracles exist today? Do you believe in 
miracles?

There are miracles all around us, every 
day. Sisterhood is its own little miracle: we 
continue to thrive year after year, even during 
the quarantine. We continue to plan and 
accomplish interesting events which have so 
many factors involved, that it’s a juggling act 
to make all the pieces fall into place. Yet we 
do! Our events are well-received and attract 
new members. 

• It’s a miracle to watch new friendships 
form.

• It’s a miracle to watch women take on 
responsibilities, and grow into even stronger, 
more confident people.

• It’s a miracle when a beautiful healing 
blanket is created and then given to a Temple 
member to help them feel better.

• It’s a miracle when a College Outreach 
package is opened by a student, who may 
need a little reminder of home and the 
congregation that believes in them.

• It’s a miracle when a Shivah dinner is 
delivered to a grieving family, and the gesture 
feels like a warm hug.

Sisterhood helps create little miracles 
every day.

If you are not a member, please join up 
today. We are looking forward to welcoming 
you!

Please look over our latest offerings and 
sign up before spaces run out. Our last event, 
a showing of the making of Fiddler on the 
Roof, completely sold out!  

Mark your calendars for our 
Sisterhood Luncheon on Sunday, 
December 4! Register at tbeboca.
org/sisterhood. We are also 
wrapping gifts with the Giving 
Tree on Wednesday, December 14 
from 4-8pm. Email Susan Goldstein 
to reserve a spot at susanjuster@
yahoo.com.

SISTERHOOD

Women

                      Women
SISTERHOOD

         lead  ng

Sisterhood   Sisterhood   
   Luncheon   Luncheon

THE MISSION OF TEMPLE BETH EL IS TO INSPIRE A PASSIONATE COMMITMENT TO JEWISH LIFE, LEARNING, COMMUNITY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

A CELEBR ATION OF 
WOMEN’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ENACTMENT OF TITLE IX

SSisterhood Luncheonisterhood Luncheon  
Sunday, December 4, 2022  |  11 am

Tickets Tickets 
$75 SISTERHOOD MEMBERS   |  $85 NON-MEMBERS

Table Table 
$2000 VIP PREMIER TABLE FOR 10  LIMITED QUANTITY

SSponsorshipsponsorships
$1000 COMMITMENT SPONSOR

Includes digital ad tribute, digital sign recognition, and 20 choice raffle tickets

$500 TENACITY SPONSOR

Includes digital ad tribute, digital sign recognition, and 15 choice raffle tickets

$360 PERSEVERANCE SPONSOR

Includes digital ad tribute, digital sign recognition, and 10 choice raffle tickets

$180 COURAGE SPONSOR 

Includes digital ad tribute, digital sign recognition, and 5 choice raffle tickets

Digital TributesDigital Tributes
$36 EACH - ONE LINE MESSAGE   |  $54 EACH - UP TO 5 LINES

Choice Raffle TicketsChoice Raffle Tickets
$10 FOR 1 TICKET  |  $25 FOR 3 TICKETS  |  $50 FOR 10 TICKETS 

TO RSVP, SCAN THE QR CODE ON THE REVERSE 

OR VISIT TBEBOCA.ORG/SISTERHOOD

SISTERHOOD

TO RSVP, 
SCAN THE 
QR CODE

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

CONTACT AILEEN SPILKA AT 561-391-8900

KINDLY RSVP BY NOVEMBER 15, 2022

SSisterhood Luncheonisterhood Luncheon  
Sunday, December 4, 2022  |  11 am

OR VISIT TBEBOCA.ORG/SISTERHOOD

Scan here 
to register.

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/sisterhood
mailto:sisterhood@tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org/sisterhood
http://tbeboca.org/sisterhood
mailto:susanjuster@yahoo.com
mailto:susanjuster@yahoo.com
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Sisterhood  
Holiday Greetings
Happy Chanukah to all! Debbie & Chas Averbook

May the festival lights shine brightly 
from Ann Lois Ballon & Brian Sindel

Happy Chanukah to everyone from Patty Beck

Judith Beiner wishes everyone a Happy Chanukah

May the Coming Year be Filled With 
Light! -  Barbara Blakeslee

May the lights of your menorah shine 
brightly...Betsy & David Blechman

Happy Hanukkah from Marlene 
& Richard Bluestein

Happy Chanukah from Evelyn & Bayla 
Swid to Gemma Swid Leonce & family

Happy Chanukah from Evelyn & Bayla Swid

The Brickel hope that the lights of Chanukah 
will radiate your lives with peace, love, & joy!

Judith Chason wishes everyone a Happy Chanukah!

May the lights of Chanukah shine brightly for 
each of you. Robin Eisenberg & Andy Broido

Happy Chanukah from Dr. Merrill, 
Irene, Jennifer & Melissa Epstein

Happy Chanukah - Nancy-Jo & Alan Feinberg

Happy Chanukah from Sue & Steve Feldman

Aline Fisher wishes everyone a Happy Chanukah!

Our very warm wishes for a bright & festive 
Chanukah! Sheryl & Marty Fromowitz & Family

Mark & Clarice Goldstein wish 
all a Happy Chanukah

Have a Happy Chanukah from 
Susan & Richard Goldstein

Happy Chanukah from the Gottsegen family

Wishing our TBE family a Chag Samaech 
Chanukah! Love, Herb & Debi Jackman

Blessings for strength & purpose..the Kalmansons

The Kornitsky family wishes 
everyone a Happy Chanuka

Margaret Kottler wishes you delicious latkes!

The Lerner family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah!

Happy Chanukah to our TBE 
family!  Jan & Allen Lev

Happy Chanukah from Barbara & Jerry Lewin

Happy Chanukah from Sarina & Jerry Lind

The Lowen family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah

Happy Chanukah from EJ & Steve Manton

Happy Chanukah from Shelley & Larry Marcus!

Pam Nadler & Mark Sickles wish 
everyone a Happy Chanukah

Chag Sameach from Barbara Orville

Wishing everyone a Happy 
Chanukah!  Natalie Pelavin

Happy Chanukah from Andrea & Mark Platt

Happy Chanukah! - Margie & Maurice Plough

May the lights of the menorah light your 
lives with joy!  Susan & Barry Podolsky

Happy Chanukah from Roberta 
Presser & Alex Bruner

The Rassler family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah!

The Romer family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah!

Happy Hanukkah, Debbi, Larry, 
Ally, & Megan Rosenblum

Happy Chanukah from the Schloss family

Holiday Wishes filled with peace & 
hope.  The Schmier Family

Happy Chanukah from Sharyn 
& Bob Schneiderman

Chag Sameach from Hanita & Morry Schreiber

Enjoy the light that is always present 
--even in the darkness. Susan F. Schulz

Happy Chanukah.  Love the Schwamm Family

The Spitz family Wishes you & your 
family & Happy & Healthy Chanukah.

Happy Chanukah from Janet & Allan Sussberg

Wishing everyone a very Happy Hanukkah 
from Lisa Swartz & Mitch Gross

The Taub Family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah!

Wendy & Steve Walin wish you a Happy Chanukah!

Glowing, bright Chanukah wishes with Love from 
The Weiner Family! Jill, Paul, Josh & Stephanie

The Zwick family wishes everyone 
a Happy Chanukah
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Upcoming Events
Tuesday, November 1  
Entrepreneur’s Panel

Monday, December 12  
Putting for Parkinson’s 

Wednesday, December 21 
Latke’s, Rum and Rugelach

Monday, January 16  
Golf Outing - TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com

Monday, February 6  
Networking at Barrel of Monks

BROTHERHOOD

BY KEVIN ROMER  
AND JON LEVIN  
BROTHERHOOD  
CO-PRESIDENTS 
brotherhood@tbeboca.org

Brotherhood Update
The Brotherhood of Temple Beth El 

is thriving.  We are a multigenerational 
bunch, composed of the best Jewish men 
in South Florida.  While our individual 
interests are diverse, we are welcoming 
of everyone within the Temple Beth El 
family.  Our focus is on gathering to enjoy 
the camaraderie of this diverse group, 
with a strong grounding in Judaism 
and Temple Beth El.  The conversations 
will often start with a game of Jewish 
Geography, the current state of sports and 
the weather, but then quickly digress to 
where to find the best pastrami sandwich, 
bagels or pizza in South Florida.  

Whether it’s a sold out Kick-off Tailgate 
Event at the Schaefer Family Campus, 
our Entrepreneur Panel, the spirit 
tasting event Latke’s, Rum, & Rugelach 
and our biggest fundraiser event of the 
year the TBE BrotherhoodGolf Outing 

(TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com), the Temple 
Beth El Brotherhood provides an amazing 
outlet for connecting on a more personal 
and intimate level.  Our engagement 
strategy has now transformed beyond the 
virtual boundaries of the pandemic and 
we are back to being our best Brotherhood 
enjoying quality time with longtime 
members while bringing newer faces to 
each event. We have also expanded our 
impact with partnerships across other 
groups at temple, including Sisterhood 
and Circles.  We focus on social, cultural, 
networking and philanthropic activities 
that tie in with our common Jewish values 
resulting in truly memorable and impactful 
programming

We want everyone to feel welcome and 
hope you will join us at one of our upcoming 
events as well as our monthly Brotherhood 
Board meeting.

Brotherhood Members & ELC Dads/$25
All Others/$30

Register at tbeboca.org/brotherhood

Please join the Temple Beth El Brotherhood in the 
Schaefer Family Campus Courtyard to celebrate 
Chanukah with some delicious latkes & rugelach 
accompanied by a Rum tasting led by Rabbi Greg 
Weisman. While eating, drinking and schmoozing, we 
will continue the networking series we began last year 
with interesting holiday-themed topics to discuss.

http://tbeboca.org
http://TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com
mailto:brotherhood@tbeboca.org
http://TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com
http://tbeboca.org/brotherhood
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BROTHERHOOD 

 
TOURNAMENT 
HONORING 
BRUCE 
MOLDOW
MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2023
BOCA RIO GOLF CLUB

GOLF
JOIN THE TEMPLE BETH EL BROTHERHOOD  
AT OUR MOST SUCCESSFUL  
FUNDRAISING EVENT OF THE YEAR.   
THIS PREMIUM EVENT INCLUDES:

• 18 Holes of Golf on the exclusive Boca Rio Golf Course
• Gourmet Lunch
• Cocktails and Awards Dinner
• Silent Auction & Raffles 
• Golf Competitions - Hole in One Contests, Putting 

Competition, Longest Drive Contest, Closest to the Pin 
Contest and the return of the Golf Cannon

Registration is open to the entire community with participation 
and sponsorship opportunities for golfers and non-golfers.  

Individual Golfer including Cocktails and Awards Dinner 
$450

Foursome Package  
(Includes Half Page Ad and Tee Sign) $2,250

Cocktail and Awards Dinner $125

Register now at TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com

For more information  
about the event or to discuss sponsorship opportunities,  

contact Jonathan Levin, Golf Committee Chair  
at brotherhood@tbeboca.org or 917-847-9911. 

http://TBEBrotherhoodGolf.com
mailto:brotherhood@tbeboca.org
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Thank you to all those who donate to the synagogue in honor or memory of a loved one 
or on a special occasion. We are grateful for your ongoing support.

Our Congregation Mourns
Jonathan Asher*, son of Sheila and Dick Asher

Marjorie Baer*, beloved member

Beryl Barenholtz, father of Dori Barenholtz , grandfather of Houston Barenholtz

Joanne Benenati, mother of Steven Benenati, sister of Marba Mallet 

Adam Bershad, husband of Jill Bershad, father of Jessica, Jack and Jolie Bershad

Joan Dubov*, wife of David Dubov, mother of Linda and Richard z”l 
Sommers; Cantor Stephen z”l and Christine Dubov; Paul Dubov z”l, Terri 

Dubov-Richman z”l; and Harvey Dubov, grandmother of Robin and 
Jennifer Sommers, Geoffrey Sommers, Aleksandra Dubov, Ariel Dubov, 

Lauren Richman, Lisa and Darren Roberts, Daniel Dubov, Paulina Dubov, 
and Andres Dubov and great-grandmother of Rose and Brody Sommers, 

Shelby and Jordana Sommers, and Ryan, Jason, and Rachel Roberts.

Danielle and Lenny Greenblatt on the birth of their son 
Max Spencer Greenblatt, big sister Bryce.

Michael Groskin*, father of Seth Kreiner

Joel Holiber, father of Richard and Yolanda Holiber

Norman Kaufman*, husband of Judith Kaufman, father of Stacy 
and Joel Krachman, Melissa and Adam Moldof and Jamie and 

Jonathan Wulkan, grandfather of Sari and Jake Krachman, Aidan 
and Brandon Moldof and Bryce and Danielle Wulkan

Martin Mandel, partner of Joseph Guastella

Kenneth Kraemer, father of Jonah Kraemer

Frances Levine*, mother of Kim Levine, grandmother 
of Sara Sullivan and Jesse Sullivan 

Stephen Lyons, husband of Phyllis Lyons

Norma Polcek , mother of Sharyn and Bob Schneiderman, 
grandmother of Daniel and Marc Schneiderman 

Barbara (Babs) Robins, beloved member

Paul Ruttenberg*, husband of Rochelle Ruttenberg, father of Sharon 
Ruttenberg- Greenberg and Jessse Greenberg, brother-in-law of Stuart and 

Karyn Grossman, grandfather of Seth Schreiber and Phoebe Ruttenberg

Yetta Schlesinger*, mother of Lisa and Kenneth Rosenthal, grandmother 
of Lauren Marcus and great grandmother of Zoey Marcus

Judy and Jeff Silverstein on the birth of their 
granddaughter Hannah Malka Durlester

Joyce Skobinsky, mother of Andrew Skobinsky and 
Elizabeth Marks, grandmother of Andrew Dent, Caroline 

Dent, Alice Skobinsky, Mathis Skobinsky

Carl Spielman , father of Nancy Spielman

Bette Wohlgemuth*, mother of Peter and Ilene Wohlgemuth, 
grandmother of Joshua and Sinead Wohlgemuth and Michelle and 

Brett Cooper, great-grandmother of Landon and Maya Cooper

*Laid to rest in the Beth El Mausoleum

Mazel Tov To
Debra and Bruce Green on the birth of their grandson Lev Isaac Green 

Amy and Jeff Grossman on the birth of their granddaughter Essie Mara Wax

Yolanda and Richard Holiber on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Ariella Rose Friggens

Danielle and Lenny Greenblatt on the birth of their son 
Max Spencer Greenblatt, big sister Bryce.

Allison and Ian Horowitz on the birth of their son Aiden Tyler Horowitz

Jennifer and Andrew Leace on the birth of their daughters Maya Rose 
Leace and Sloan Hart Leace, grandparents Jill and Alan Slootsky

Audrey and Larry Levine on the birth of their granddaughter Blakely Zel Gross

Andrea and Mark Platt on the birth of their granddaughter Tilly Quinn Platt

Lauren Vaancy-Sauer and Todd Sauer on the birth of their 
daughter Madelyn Sloan Sauer, big sister Emma

Judy and Jeff Silverstein on the birth of their 
granddaughter Hannah Malka Durlester

Jill and Alan Slootsky on the birth of their granddaughters 
Maya Rose Leace and Sloan Hart Leace

Christy McElhaney and Mark Sunshine on the engagement 
of their son James Sunshine to Rachel Kogan

Alyssa S. Freeman P.A.

The Realtor® that calls you back!!

Realtor® | Real Estate Consultant

Mobile

afreeman@amgfamilyrealty.com

561.706.8080

http://tbeboca.org
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Annual Giving 
  Liliana Abramson
  Rebekah Acosta
  Julie Adelman
  Marcia Adelman
  Philip Altland
  Staci & Kurt Aron
  Joan Bader
  Jules Balkin
  Ann Lois Ballon
  Robin & Neil Baritz
  Rachel & Joshua Baron
  Leslie & Michael Baron
  Marilyn & Stanley Barry
  Stan Bass
  Gary Berg
  Marjorie Berg
  Alex Paroulek-Bergbauer & Mike Bergbauer
  Linda & Bill Berger
  Ariel Berman & Rachel Zissel
  Bobbie Bernheim
  Paul Bernstein
  Judy & Mike Blackman
  Betsy & David Blechman
  Suzanne & Stephen Block
  Susan Bloom
  Marianne Bobick
  Marianne Bobick
  Evelyn Boccanfuso-Swid
  Miriam Boshes
  Annie & Bernie Brickel
  Suzy & Brian Broad
  Cantor Lori & George Brock
  Paul Brody
  Dana Brown
  Jordon Brown
  Dana & Max Bulbin
  Nancy & David Carver
  Jan & Rick Chavis
  Linda Cherry
  Barry Chesler
  Stephanie & Richard Chestnov
  Caren Weinberg & Barry Cohen
  Pat & Dan Cohen
  Melissa & Joel Cohen
  Leon Cohen
  Connie & Roy Cohen
  Lindy & Steven Cohen
  Susan Cohen
  Brian Coleman
  Gale Coleman
  Nancy Colman
  Phyllis & Howard Cordover
  Richard & Alene Court
  Edythe & Ted Davis
  Salome & Randall Dennis
  Shirley & Warren Deutsch
  Barbara Diamond
  Michael Diamond
  Linda Holtz & Chuck Distler
  Marilyn & Robert Dragin
  Helene & Jay Eichler
  Robin Eisenberg  & Andy Broido& 
  Sandy Emerman

  Jaime Engelman
  Elaine & Morton Erenstein
  Teddi & Mel Febesh
  Barbara & Lenny Feld
  Michael & Trisha Feldman
  Karen Feller
  Maddi & Wes Finch
  Linda Fisher
  Harlene & Richard Fishman
  Lorraine & Howard Freeman
  Deena & Seymour Freeman
  Adele Friedland
  Leslie & Bernard Friedman
  Paul Frieser
  Marty & Sheryl Fromowitz
  Reinart Gelzayd
 Scott Glincher & Marcia Gerson
 Elaine and Herb Gimelstob
  Eric & Steph Ginnis
  Myrna & Mike Ginsberg
  Lisa & Adam Glass
  Michael & Gabrielle Glasser
  Andrea & Jerry Goldberg
  Joan Goldburg
  Jason Goldman
  Judi & Richard Goldmann
  Clarice & Mark Goldstein
  Martha & David Goodkin
  Judy Gordon
  Marilyn & David Gotterer
  Jill Gottlieb
  Lew Gould
  Kim & Steven Graham
  Devin & Kathy Grandis
  Gladys & Arnold Granet
  Bruce & Debra Green
  Fran Greenbaum
  Lisa & Seth Grossman
  Susen Grossman
  Marian & Marvin Gruber
  Diana & Jeff Grubman
  Lynn Guez
  Susan & Meyer Haberman
  Beverly Hacker
  Stephanie Halio
  Paula & Hank Harman
  Denise & Bruce Harwin
  Austine & Gary Heldman
  Allison & Bill Heller
  Mitch & Michelle Hershey
  Marc & Meredith Hirsh
  Arthur & Loretta Holland
  Cindy-Jo & Paul Homer
  Stacey & Jason Housenbold
  Nilma & David Igdaloff
  Debi & Herb Jackman
  Grace & Jack Jaiven
  Linda Jaro
  Barbara & Russ Johnston
  Lynne Josephson
  Rita Judson
  Joyce Kahane
  Ted & Barbara Kalina
  Jack & Bobbi Kalmanson
  Eileen & Harvey Kamil

  Barbara & Jack Kanfer
  Donald & Susan Kanoff
  Karen & Jan Kaplan
  Joanna & William Karp
  Suzanne & Jeffrey Katz
  Karen Kaufman
  Ivy & Steve Kaufman
  Bonnie & Brad Kirsch
  Penny & David Klein
  Roberta Korn Rinzler
  Maxine Kornitzer
  Dorene Krackow
  Rita & Spencer Kreger
  Sheila Krichman
  Sue & Scott Krieger
  Lori & Todd Kupferman
  Judy Kuritz
  Cheryl Lapin
  Stacey Lederberg
  Mimi & Len Leeds
  Jay Leicher
  Jon & Jaclyn Leitner
  Myron & Lenore Lenkin
  Jan & Allen Lev
  Barbara & Marvin Leventhal
  Aimee & Rabbi Dan Levin
  Rick Levitt
  Marianne & Ron Levy
  Sue Lichtenstein
  Sarina & Jerry Lind
  Arleen Rosenthal & Ed Listengart
  Stacey & George Luck
  Lisa & Ben Lusskin
  Dana & Jason Mandel
  Barbara Manning
  E.J. & Steve Manton
  Debra & Joshua Marcus
  Rabbi Jessica Mates & Mitch Mates
  Rhea & Joe Mayerchak
  Susan Meyers
  Barbara & Robert Michaelson
  Melissa & Adam Moldof
  Bruce Moldow
  Barbara & Harvey Morris
  Cindy & Duncan Morton
  Judy & Steven Moss
  Rosette Narkunski & Irving Nadler
  Pam Nadler & Mark Sickles 
  Marcia & Ken Namerow
  Bernard & Phyllis Nash
  Cary Nation
  Arline Neuren
  Dolores & Samuel Newman
  Erik & Lottie Nilsen
  Ellen O’Connell
  Esther Poritz-Oknowsky & Neal Oknowsky
  Barbara & Paul Patti
  Randi & Daniel Paul-Heskins
  Natalie Pelavin
  Elizabeth Pellegrino
  Hallie Dunn & Matthew Peltz
  Sandy & Dan Perez
  Susan & Jerry Pinsky
  Andrea & Mark Platt
  Philip Pollak

Donations and Dedications As of July16 - September 15, 2022* 
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Donations and Dedications As of  July16 - September 15, 2022* 

  Sandy Putesky
  Ellie Rassler
  Sherry Redler
  Warren & Heather Redlich
  Mariya Kemper-Reiss & Brian Reiss
  Myrna & Norm Ricken
  Roni & Seth Robert
  Debbie & Federico Rochwerger
  Diane Rocklin
  Gail Slipakoff & Clyde Rockoff 
  Lisajane & Kevin Romer
  Linda & Norman Rose
  Ron Rosen & Laura Winter
  Laurie & Joel Rosenberg
  Dina & Aaron Rosenblatt
  Lisa & Ken Rosenthal
  Susan & Richard Rosser
  Francie Roth
  Lee & Izzy Rotter
  Shirley Rudd
  Rockie Ruttenberg
  Robyn & Neil Schiller
  Karen & Lenny Schloss
  Brett Schneider
  Sharyn & Bob Schneiderman
  Hanita & Rabbi Morry Schreiber
  Miki Schulman
  Marcy & Barry Schultz
  Susan Schulz
  Leslie Schwam

  Shari & Craig Schwamm
  Roberta & Lorrie Shafer
  Lynne & Marty Shapiro
  Sandy Shrago
  Barry & Nancy Sinrod
  Mike Sirowitz
  Jane Skelton
  Myrna Skurnick
  Jeffrey Small
  Sabrina & Jonathan Smith
  Judy & Frank Smizik
  Lois & Geoff Solomon
  Mona Joffe & Michael Solomon
  Linda Sommers
  Risa & Joey Sontz
  Susan Sosin
  Barbara Spielman
  Marisa & Brian Spiro
  Cyndi & Dana Stamler
  Carole Steinberg
  Kathy & Martin Stern
  Beverly Stewart
  Ann Marie Stoltz
  Fred & Nanci Stone
  Jill & Alan Swimmer
  Michelle & Mike Tannenbaum
  Rasheena & David Taub
  Ronna & Marc Taub
  Cis Teltser
  Ilyne Mendelson & Steve Terk

  The Blackbaud Giving Fund
  Caren Treiser
  Michael Turetzky
  Lynne & Samuel Vainberg
  Wendy & Steve Walin
  Joan & Tom Weidenfeld
  Doris Weingrad
  Richard & Cheryl Weinstock
  Gail Weisbaum
  Dennis & Linda Weiss
  Carole Weller
  Luisa & Mark Werner
  Pat White
  Melissa & Jordan Wigdor
  Barbara Silver & Steven Willner
  Enid & Robert Winikoff
  Bev Wolff
  Julie Wolkoff
  Marilyn Wulkan
  Rosa & Salomon Yaker
  Linny & Jeff Yankow
  Ileene & Joe Yashpeh
  Caron Shutan & Jay Yospe
  Barbara Zipkin
  Reni Zivin
  Lisa & Andrew Zwick

Does your Ob-Gyn value an 
integrated approach to your care?
 
Tired of not feeling your best?
 
Want to be as healthy as you can be 
but don’t know where to start?

CALL 561-826-3800 
We answer with individualized 
care for women at all stages of life. 

TERRENCE W. HARRIS, MD
WOMEN’S WELLNESS EXPERT

WO M E N ’S
WELLNESS CENTER

OBSTETRICS   GYNECOLOGY   WELLNESS 

VISIT HARRISOBGYN.COM OR CALL. WE CAN HELP.
2500 North Military Trail Suite 111  Boca Raton, Florida 33431

Call 561-826-3800
www.harrisobgyn.com

http://tbeboca.org
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Annual Giving 
to thank: 
Rabbi Dan Levin for making our special day so 

perfect by Julie Guzy & Terry Cooper

in honor of: 
Rabbi Dan Levin by Arline Neuren
Hilary Zalman by Richard and Rhonda 

Small family Philanthropic Fund

in memory of: 
Richard Sommers by Theresa Allum
Yetta Schlesinger by Ronee Herz
Bette Wohlgemuth by Derek Hurwitch
Julian J. Sincoff by Bob Sugarman & Andrea Corn
Stephen H. Corn by Bob Sugarman & Andrea Corn

Bud Levin Endowment for 
Advanced Jewish Education
in honor of:
Tilly Platt by Robin Eisenberg & Andy Broido

in memory of: 
Adam Bershad by Robin Eisenberg & Andy Broido
Evan Katz by Robin Eisenberg & Andy Broido

Carol and Barry Sterneck Musical 
Program Endowment Fund
in honor of: 
Donald’s special birthday by Patty Beck
Suzanne’s special birthday by Patty Beck

Disaster Relief Fund 
Supporting Ukraine
Diane Johnson
Diana Khusnullina
Lauren & Gregg Leslie
Cathy Riegler
Erik Rosenstrauch
Ira & Diane Rubtchinsky
Craig Watts
Melvin Young

in honor of: 
Mariya Kemper Reiss by Daniel Gikher
Mariya Kemper Reiss by Joel Reiss
Boca Helps Ukraine by Jill & Greg Rispler
Kira Melamed-Vainberg by Lee & Izzy Rotter
Dr. Melvin Homer Endowment Fund
in memory of Monica Homer by 

Cindy-Jo & Paul Homer
Dr. Melvin Homer Endowment Fund
in memory of Sondra Homer-Warner by 

Ronald & Roberta Milberg

Early Childhood Scholarship Fund
in memory of:
Irene Marcus by Wendy & Steve Walin

Education & Youth Endowment Fund
in memory of: 
Dr. Alexander Sand Fisher by Aline Fisher

ELC Scholarship Contribution 
in memory of: 
Melvin Kerness by Michele & Paul Wilensky

Gelfand/Arpe Young Children’s 
Innovative Education Fund
in memory of:
Sondra Homer-Warner by Michael Gelfand

General Endowment Fund
Rabbi Jessica and Mitch Mates

General Fund
for the recovery of: 
Herb Jackman by E.J. & Steve Manton

in honor of: 
the Bat Mitzvah of Stephanie Weinberg 

by Peter & Nancy Bickel
Peter & Ilene Wohlgemuth’s 40th 

Anniversary and the renewal of their 
vowsby April & Roger Leavy

Mike Blackman, wishing good health 
by E.J. & Steve Manton

Tilley Platt by E.J. & Steve Manton
Lorraine Natkin’s 95th Birthday by Carole Steinberg
Donald Kaplan’s 80th Birthday by 

Marilyn & Tommy Zemboch

in memory of: 
Beryl Barenholtz by Alan Fishman 

& Claire Barenholtz
Stephen Lyons by Helene & Jay Eichler
Sondra Homer-Warner by Irene & Merrill Epstein
Sondra Homer Warner by Fritzie & Charles Fine
beloved father of Wendy Fader-Rattner 

by Susan & Bob Fishman
Bernard Rosenberg by Eric Gottlieb 

& David Hanowitz
Sharon Wishner on the occasion of her 

dedication by Symantha Hencel
Bette Wohlgemuth by Robert Josephberg
Deanna Katz, beloved mother and 

grandmother by Miriam Kalman
Stephen Lyons by Peter & Elaine Kaplan
Israel “Tully” Schuster by Paul Kasden
Sondra Homer-Warner by Beth-Ann Krimsky”
Sondra Homer Warner by Elaine Levine
Stephen Lyons by Laura & Steven Litinsky
Stephen Lyons by E.J. & Steve Manton
Yetta Schlesinger by Susan & Barry Podolsky
Jackson Patterson by Sandy Putesky
beloved mother of Lanee & Lee Friedel 

Stephanie & Steven Schuster
Selma Drucker by Alan & Randi Shiffrin
Tully Schuster by Susan & Steven Solomon

in appreciation of:
Susan and Barry Podolsky by Aline Fisher

in celebration of: 
Andrea Goldberg’s Birthday by Robert Rostolder

Giving Tree 
Sharon & Martin Gene
Brett & Jessica Gubenko
Marcia Hoffman
Debi & Herb Jackman
Joanna & William Karp
Stefania Savoldelli & Vinh Le Forrester
Barbara & Jerry Lewin
Andrew & Jen Lieberman
Larry & Debbi Rosenblum
Darielle Singerman
Aileen Spilka
Bob Sugarman & Andrea Corn
Lois Victor
Mark Stolzberg & Michelle Wasch
Serena & Richard Werber

in memory of: 
Irving Erenstein by Elaine & Morton Erenstein
Blake Keslowitz by Maddi & Wes Finch
Bette Wohlgemuth by Aline Fisher
Stephen Lyons by Aline Fisher
Paul Ruttenberg by Aline Fisher
Evan Katz by Aline Fisher
Myra Singer by Deb & Joe Gudema
Evan Katz by Chris & Bruce Kassover
Sondra Homer-Warner by Susan M. Lew
Yetta Schlesinger by Debra Onkenhout
Martin Gutter by Ellie Roth of Toscana West
my loving Aunt Evelyn Blumberg by Susan Sosin
my loving Aunt Theo Eskow by Susan Sosin
Carol Levine by Susan Sosin
Lucille & Irving Sosin by Susan Sosin
Myra Singer by Paul & Jill Weiner
Myra Singer by Darlene Wulkan

in celebration of:
Madilyn Katz-Schear’s Bat  Mitzvah by Paul Schear

in support of: 
Back to school backpack drive by 

Emeness Spa Solutions
Back to school backpack drive by Jan & Allen Lev
Back to School Backpack drive by Jeffrey Sandelman

on the occasion of: 
Tilly Platt by Aline Fisher

in honor of: 
Adele Lieberman’s birthday by Joanna Hoffman

Glenn & Laurie Borden 
Endowment Fund
Laurie & Glenn Borden

Israel Youth Travel Fund

in memory of: 
Elizabeth Unger Fisher by Aline Fisher
IDF Staff Sgt. David Ben-Zion 

Solomonov by Aline Fisher
Evelyn Fisher Solomonov by Aline Fisher
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Jan and Allen Lev Endowment Fund
on the occasion of:
The wonderful brunch hosted by the Levs 

welcoming Rabbi Elana by Gary Berg

M & M Hoffman F & M 
Schwartzfarb Endowment Fund
in memory of:
Beloved mother, Marion Hoffman
Beloved father, Milton Hoffman
Beloved mother, Florence Schwartzfarb
Beloved father, Morris Schwartzfarb
Beloved uncle, Ernest Norton by Susan 

& David Schwartzfarb

M. & M. Plough, Jr. Brotherhood 
Scholarship Fund
 in honor of: 
the recovery of Herb Jackman by 

Barbara & Lenny Feld

in memory of :
Bette Wohlgemuth by Margie & Maurice Plough
Norma Polcek by Margie & Maurice Plough
Adam Bershad by Margie & Maurice Plough

Music Fund
in memory of:
Tully Schuster by Mike Solomon

Myra R. Schwartz Cantorial Music Fund
in honor of: 
Michelle Cohen by Jennifer & Michael Liquerman
Cantor Lori Brock by Susan Sosin
Israel Tully Schuster by Ricki & Milton Barbarosh
Rhetta Plough by Phyllis Brucker
Rhoda & Dr. Edward Katz, my loving 

parents by Susan Sosin
Dr. Theodore Keats by Susan Sosin

Podolsky Special Needs Fund
in memory of:
Evan Katz by Ivy & Steve Kaufman
Evan Katz by Susan & Barry Podolsky

Raanan & Marba Mallet 
Family Endowment Fund
in memory of: 
Joanne Benenati by Ann & Sheldon Lippman
Joanne Benenati by Amy & Lester Mallet
Joanne Benenati by Allen Margolius
Joanne Benenati by Sylvia & Melvyn Margolius
Joanne Benenati by Judith Tartaglione

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Beverly & Robert Cole
Donald D. Rogers Foundation, Inc.
Barbara Heimann
Dorothy & Richard Tatelman

for the Mi Sheberach of: 
Joni Rheingokd Ballas by Barbara & Harvey Morris

in appreciation of:
Rabbi Dan Levin for the comforting 

dedication for Harold by Joan Bader
Rabbi Jessica Mates for officiating Gemma and 

Pryam’s wedding by Evelyn Boccanfuso-Swid
Rabbi Greg Weisman for officiating our 

wedding by Lee & Tara Feldman
Rabbi Dan Levin and Cantor Lori Brock for being 

such a special part of our wedding this year 
by Rachel Nebenzahl & Michael Gertsen

the honor of Kiddush blessings at Shabbat 
services by Melissa & Arthur Haspel

Rabbi Jessica Mates by Cindy-Jo & Paul Homer
Rabbi Elana Rabishaw for performing 

the bris of Cooper Paskal
Rabbi Greg Weisman for performing 

the bris of Spencer Kimmel by Ian 
Nestler & Debra Kimmel

Rabbi Dan Levin for making Brandon’s Bar Mitzvah 
so special and definitely unforgettable 
by Jennifer & Michael Liquerman

Rabbi Dan Levin for your kind words 
and wisdom by Adele Loeb

Rabbi Greg Weisman for making such a beautiful 
service for my cherished mom by Terri Sloane

in celebration of: 
Grandma Debbie & Grandpa Bruce Green are 

excited to announce the arrival of our 
grandson Lev Isaac Green born July 24 at 7lbs 
13oz 22 inches long by Bruce & Debra Green

the 40th wedding anniversary of Peter and 
Ilene Wohlgemuth by Donna Holland

Ilene and Peter Wohlgemuth’s 40th wedding 
anniversary by Larry & Shelley Marcus

to thank: 
Rabbi Greg Weisman for the unveiling of Howard 

Weinstock by Richard & Cheryl Weinstock
Rabbi Dan for his presence in commemorating 

Rebecca Isabel’s naming ceremony 
by Tamara & David Mishkel

Rabbi Greg Weisman for his guidance and 
support in Angela Salmon’s conversion 
by Angie Salmon & Scott Stone

in honor of: 
Ilene & Peter Wohlgemuth’s 40th Anniversary 

by Jon & Ellen Channing
our Torah Blessing by Clarice & Mark Goldstein
the Clergy by Suzanne & Jeffrey Katz
the birth of Tilly Quinn Platt by Jan & Allen Lev
the naming of Olivia Grace Silvers by Laurie 

Silvers & Mitchell Rubenstein

in memory of:
Bette Wohlgemuth by Marilyn & Robert Dragin
Jonathan Andrew Asher by your friends: 

Roslyn Minkoff, Susan & John Feinberg, Cheryl 
Josephson, Caren & Lon Gorman, Wendy & 
Harvey Bird, Gail and Gary Nordheimer, Jan 
& Larry Solomon, Cranee & Mark Richman, 
Vidal & Gary Rack, Helen Marshall, Eileen 
& Alan Rose, Carla & Paul Rosenthal, 
Fran Granat & Steve Burwick, Shelley & 
Patrick Baldasare, Jackie & Mitchell May, 
Susan Pailant, Kathy & Sy Okol, Randi 
& Steve Stein, Tracey & Jay Schwartz, 
Michael Broadmeadow and Edwin Pont

Norma Polcek by Maddi & Wes Finch
Arnold Drapkin by Phyllis Fink
Eugene A. Gelzayd by Reinart Gelzayd
Pearl Shapiro by Nancy & Dennis Gilbert
Carol Levin by Fran Gordon
Irene Marcus Elinor & Jay Josephson
Evan Katz by Elinor & Jay Josephson
Sandra Homer by Janet Kass
Evan Katz by Jan & Allen Lev
Sondra Homer-Warner by Sarina & Jerry Lind
Abbe Wolf by Joanna & Bob, Daniel & Jason Meisel
Yetta Schlesinger by Howard & Debra Schlesinger
Stephen Lyons by Linda & Bobby Schmier
Yetta Schlesinger by Stephanie & Steven Schuste”
Louis Shafer by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer
Carl Spielman by Randee & Howard Solomon
Gerie Sue “Susie” Straus Jacobs by Donna 

& Arnold “Skip” Straus
Bette Wohlgemuth by Ronna & Marc Taub
Tully Schuster by Ronna & Marc Taub
Tully Schuster by Ronna & Marc Taub
Sondra Homer-Warner by Ronna & Marc Taub
Bette Wohlgemuth by Ilyne Mendelson & Steve Terk
Edward Gordon by Ilyne Mendelson & Steve Terk
Evan Katz by Ilyne Mendelson & Steve Terk
Ruth Eisen by Esther Wolfer
Sondra Homer-Warner by Darlene Wulkan

Reitman Family Scholarship 
Endowment Fund
Barbara & Frederic Reitman

Religious School Scholarship Fund
in memory of: 
Dr. Stephen Lyons by Rachel Patron

Richard Allen Bransdorf 
Memorial Endowment Fund
in memory of: 
Louis Berman by Beverly & Marvin Bransdorf
Irving Bransdorf by Beverly & Marvin Bransdorf

Samuel & Mollie Luks Endowment 
for Special Needs Endowment Fund
in memory of: 
Norman Kaufman by Fran Weinberg

Shabbat Oneg Fund
Angie Salmon & Scott Stone

Yahrzeit Fund
Maxine & Joseph Copulsky

Donations and Dedications As of  July16 - September 15, 2022* 
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Amy & Lester Mallet
Amy & Lester Mallet
Judy & Mark Shernicoff
Brian & Stephanie Trew
Paul & Jill Weiner

in memory of: 
Karl Krawchenko by Sandi & Bob Altner
Marjorie Appel by Jack J. Appel
Morris Matz by Barbara Arnold
Benjamin Baker by Pearl Baker
Doris M Abramowitz by Ann Lois Ballon
Sondra Homer by Bruce Barr
Laura Mufson by Stan Bass
Carol Bass, Martin Bass and Esther Leibow by Stan Bass
Malka Pickus; Isar Pickus; Rachel Pickus by Anya Baum
Reva Sachar Sterneck by Louis Beck
Hope Beck Taft by Louis Beck
Andrew Jay Nick by Judith Beiner
Emma Berger by Linda & Bill Berger
John Eberwein by Annie & Michael Bergner
Hyman Berkovitz by Stan Berkovitz
Lesley Berkovitz by Stan Berkovitz & family
Barry Berkovitz by Stan Berkovitz and family 
Leona Berman by Jann & Saul Berman
Philip Blackman by Judy & Mike Blackman
Bette Wohlgemuth by Betsy & David Blechman
Pauline Luckoff by Betsy & David Blechman
Rose H. Roth by Betsy & David Blechman

LICENSED  AGENT

Broward & Palm Beach Realty
7857 W. Sample Road, Ste. 162  |  Coral Springs

OFFICE 954-563-3330 FAX 954-563-5539

Palm BeachPalm Beach&

BROWARD

REALT Y

561-414-9510

findmycastle@aol.com

Evelyn Boccanfuso Swid



40     T H E  C H R O N I C L E       |     tbeboca.org

No Matter How Big or Small 
We Cater it All!

 Bat and Bar Mitzvahs •Jewish Holidays•Shivas
Brises•Weddings•Birthdays•Anniversaries

Looking for a great Jewish Deli for Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner? 
We have two locations in Boca Raton.

D E L I • B A K E R Y • R E S T A U R A N TSimply.  Great. Catering.

Boca Glades: (561) 392-4181
Located in the Glades Plaza 

2240 NW 19th Street

West Boca: (561) 997-2986
Located in the Regency Court Plaza 

3013 Yamato Road

We 
Deliver!

595 S. Federal Highway, Suite 400 | Boca Raton, FL 33432
561.393.2035

fa.morganstanley.com/harborfinancialgroup

“Service designed to help affluent investors protect and 
simplify complex wealth with orchestrated financial care”

The Harbor Financial Group 
at Morgan Stanley

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.  Member SIPC.
CRC 3721358  8/21

Daniel J. Guggenheim, Senior Vice President, Financial Advisor; 
Howard Guggenheim, Senior Vice President, 

Senior Portfolio Management Director, Financial Advisor

Dr. Stephen Lyons by Betsy & David Blechman
David Findler by Marianne Bobick
Jason Bransdorf by Beverly & Marvin Bransdorf
Jill Ellen “Zelda” Brock by George & Lori Brock
Barbara Brodsky by Bruce Brodsky
Simon Brown by Murray Brown
Charles Presser by Roberta Presser & Alex Bruner
Sheila Carver by Nancy & David Carver
Jeffrey F. Chason by Judith Chason
June Dayan by Judith Chason
Jean Greene by Claire Cohen
Terry M. Colker by Elaine Colker
Eleanor Rothstein by Elaine Colker
David Colker by Elaine Colker
Edith Copulsky by Maxine & Joseph Copulsky
Chase Donoff by Judi Donoff
Alice Donoff by Richard Donoff
Joseph Dropkin by Suzanne Dropkin
Raymond Eisenberg by Amy & Todd Eisenberg
of Sam Elman by Eddie Elman
Betty Solomons by Carol & Hal Finkelstein
Roger Ives Fishman by Harlene & Richard Fishman
Steven Frager by Nancy & Marc Frager
Sylvia Freedman by Martin Freedman
Carol Frieser by Paul Frieser
Sophy Harris by Rani Garfinkle
Ira Gelb by June Gelb
Jay Kanter by Fern Kanter & Scott Gershaw
Libby Gesoff by Jean & Mark Gesoff
Milton Shapiro by Nancy & Dennis Gilbert
Shane Gilbert by Nancy & Dennis Gilbert
Nat Ginsberg by Myrna & Mike Ginsberg
William E. Gladstone by Marilynn Gladstone
Gerson Parzen and Albert Goldberg by Harry & Ruth Goldberg
Bernard Gamarel by Judi & Richard Goldmann
Marvin Kalter by Clarice & Mark Goldstein
Claire Minoff by Clarice & Mark Goldstein
Tobias Levine by Martha & David Goodkin
Marilyn Glachman by Barbara & Joel Grad
Anna Finkel by Gladys & Arnold Granet
Samuel Greenbaum by Fran Greenbaum
Hyman Tanenblatt by Fran Greenbaum
Dora Greene by Laurie & Jon Greene
Dora Greene by Laurie & Jon Greene
Margaux Renee Grossman by Karyn & Stuart Grossman
Pauline Grossman by Susen Grossman
Marcel Guez by Lynn Guez
Fanny Guggenheim by Howard Guggenheim
Tamas Darvas by Marianne Halasz
Sol Zalk by Sally & Murray Halperin
Ira Sands by Phil & Crystal Hanaka
Mark D. Handler by Anne Handler
George Gottlieb by Eric Gottlieb & David Hanowitz
David Harmelin by Karen & Bob Harmelin
Helen Harmelin by Karen & Bob Harmelin
Marc Richard Heit by Norma Heit
Richard Kurtz by Melinda & Tom Herr
Maurice Benjamin Cohen by Brigitte & Bruce Himelstein
Elliott Tucker by Debi & Herb Jackman
Jacob Jacobson, Harry Jacobson, Esther Jacobson, Ray 

Dardick, Muriel Brown, Shirley Landes, Samuel 
Resnick, Miriam Resnick by Ruth Jacobson

Donations  
and Dedications 
As of  July16 - September 15, 2022*

http://tbeboca.org


November/December 2022     |      T H E  C H R O N I C L E       41

TTrruusstteedd,,  CCoommffoorrttaabbllee  aanndd  CCaarriinngg  DDeennttiissttrryy
With compassion and integrity, our friendly caring
team provides the highest quality dental care near
Temple Beth El. Equipped with state of the art dental 
imaging and an experienced and caring staff, my         
practice is unconditionally committed to the comfort         
and satisfaction of my patients.

ANNOUNCING The New Easy Dental X-Ray allows for
taking your check up X-rays outside your mouth with
incredible comfort and clarity. No more biting, gagging
and pinching inside your mouth in most cases! Patients
love how easy and comfortable it is.

Choosing a dentist is an important decision, so do the research
and then decide. My practice is FIVE star
reviewed on Yelp* and Google. Please take a moment to read 
our reviews. We are currently accepting new patients so please 
call us today!

D.A. Rolfe, DDS, PA 333 Camino Gardens Boulevard • Boca Raton Florida 33432 
www.DrRolfe.com • Phone:561.395.4500 

Proudly caring for Temple Beth El families for over 20 years!

DOUGLAS A ROLFE, DDS, PA COSMETIC AND FAMILY DENTISTRY 

Ann Jaiven by Grace & Jack Jaiven
Leonard Jaro by Linda Jaro
Judith Rita Rosenberg by Linda Jaro
Leonard Jaro by Randi & Marc Jaro
Seymour Brooks by Marcia & Scott Johnson
Max M. Jonas by Harold Jonas
Harry J. Winer by Betsy & Harvey Kagan
Louis Kalmar by Barbara & Glenn Kalmar
Stella Kass by Donald & Susan Kanoff
Dr. Alfred S. Kaufman by Jean Kaufman
Lester Kaufman by Karen Kaufman
Leonard Kaufman by Ivy & Steve Kaufman
Zelda Klasfeld by Sheldon Klasfeld
Molly and Samuel Goldsmith by Karen Klebenoff
Bert Knapp by Paul Knapp & Barbara Saletan
Sylvia Kofsky by Donna Kofsky
William Kaufman by the Kornitsky 

family by Judy Kornitsky
Ada Goldman by Wendy & Wayne Legum
Sondra Homer by Scott Levenson
Edward Silverfine by Betsy Silverfine 

& Russell Levine
Rosalind Lewis and Richard Ziffer by Natalie Lewis
Annette Lichtenstein by Sue Lichtenstein
Jeanette Lind by Sarina & Jerry Lind
Marion Morris by Judith Lipsky
Harriet Passman by Stacey & George Luck
Manuel Luck by Stacey & George Luck
Marvin A. Luxenberg by Zelda Luxenberg
Marilyn Glachman by Linda & Jay Midwall
Burt Rosenthal by Caryn & Peter Mintz

Jay Nusbaum by Sheri Nusbaum
Norman J. Oppenheim by Jennifer 

& David Oppenheim
Obdulia Lopez by Ivel & Frank Paroulek 

and Alexandra & Mike Bergbauer 
Raquel Sudit by Carole Pedvis
Anne Pedvis by Carole Pedvis
Gerald Katz by Natalie Pelavin
Irvin Perper by Hedy Perper
Mary Ann Perper by Irwin Pescov
Arthur I Lee by Ellen & Ed Pollock
Pearl Putterman by Laurie & David Putterman
Charles J. Rassler by Ellie Rassler
Herman Weitzner by Ellie Rassler
Joshua Rosenblum by Larry & Debbi Rosenblum
Leslie Rosengarden by Ardath Rosengarden
Ira Burton Rosenthal by Diane Rosenthal
Mimi Staub by Lee & Izzy Rotter
Dorothy Kinstler by Laurie Silvers 

& Mitchell Rubenstein
Margaux Renee Grossman by Rockie Ruttenberg
Arlene Saltzman by Jackie & Mark Saltzman
Abraham Taubman, Phil Salzman & Rae 

Salzman by Linda & Jerry Salzman
Leon Hander by t by Jocelyn & Elliot 

Schnier and family
Beatrice Mergner by Shari & Craig Schwamm
Rabbi N. William Schwartz by Debbie 

Schwartz and Elaine Schwartz 
Eileen Pomponi by Susan & David Schwarz
Harry Friedman by Roberta & Lorrie Shafer

Tobi Sherman by Bob Sherman
Marcos Gesundheit by Elaine Sherr
Katie Freedland by Francine & Art Siegel
Elaine Silverman by Arnold Silverman
Cantor Stephen Dubov by Linda Sommers
Edith Sontz by Risa & Joey Sontz
Willard C Bear on his Yahrzeit by Risa & Joey Sontz
Yetta Schlesinger by Beth Spiegel
Irv Mallin by Amy & Steve Stein
Sadye Katz by Audrey Stern
Samuel Jacobs by Janet & Allan Sussberg
Raymond Sussberg by Janet & Allan Sussberg
Stephen M. Tamchin by Barbara & Len Tamchin
Gail Axelrod by Barbara & Len Tamchin
Steven Lyons by Ronna & Marc Taub
Yetta Schlesinger by Ronna & Marc Taub
Albert Alt by Ronna & Marc Taub
Sophie Thal by Sonny Thal
Barnard Lewis Remmer by Sonny Thal
Morris Kaplan, my beloved father by Elissa Tobin
Vivian Hoffman by Wendy & Steve Walin
Randy Weber by Bruce Weber
Elaine Belle Krasik by Lois & Gary Weinstein
Jeffrey Langley by Shirley Weisman
Barton David Weisman by Shirley Weisman
Alan Canter by Dennis & Linda Weiss
Blanche Weiss by Karen & Howard Weiss
Sylvia Wheeler by Jacquelyn Wheeler
John Levie by Linda & Eric Workman
Stanley Young by Lisa & Kenny Young

Donations  
and Dedications 
As of  July16 - September 15, 2022*



42     T H E  C H R O N I C L E       |     tbeboca.org

VISION
Temple Beth El of Boca Raton seeks to be a deeply compelling 
center of Reform Judaism, integrating the wisdom of Torah and 
tradition with the modern world in which we live.   
Our congregation will:

Welcome, involve and inspire all who enter, embracing 
the unique contributions of every individual.

Reach out to the larger community to encourage 
participation in synagogue life.

Celebrate, grieve, heal and grow together 
through all seasons of life.

Strive to be a learned community that questions, studies, 
and honors the gift of Torah and the covenant with God.

Engage in inspiring worship and transformative 
experiences of Jewish spirituality.

Share a love and responsibility for each other, 
our community and country, for Israel, and 
for the future of the Jewish people.

MISSION
The mission of Temple Beth El is to inspire a passionate 
commitment   to Jewish life, learning, community and spiritual 
growth.

Schaefer Family Campus  333 Sw 4th Avenue  |   Boca Raton, Fl 33432  | 561 391 8900

Beck Family Campus  9800 Yamato Road  |   Boca Raton, Fl 33434  |  561 391 9091

tbeboca.org

*Past President   

TEMPLE OFFICERS 
 Wendy Walin President
 Mark Sunshine Immediate Past President
 Gina Shugar Executive VP
 Jeff Katz VP of Leadership Development & Governance
 Josh Marcus VP of Finance
 Marcy Schultz VP of Religious Activities
 Danielle Butler VP of Education
 Peter Wohlgemuth  VP of Development
 Susan Podolsky VP of Membership & Engagement
 Lottie Nilsen VP of Social Action
 Marla Schaefer Secretary
 Marisa Spiro VP ELC
 Bruce Moldow VP of Mausoleum
 Patty Beck  VP of Facilities and Technology

TRUSTEES
Brett Schneider
Michael Frost

Ilyne Mendelson Susie Siegel
Joel Ivers

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Marc Applebaum*

Traci Benedon
Patty Beck*

Jessica Benedetto
Michael Blackman

Dana Brown
Robin Eisenberg

Aline Fisher
Herbert Gimelstob*

Lisa Glass

Susan Goldstein
Lauren Gross

Steven Lazarus
Jon Levin 
Rick Levitt

Barbara Leventhal
Robyn Marcus
Brooke Perez

Mark Platt*

Margie Plough
Maurice Plough, Jr.

Barry Podolsky*
Morris Robinson 

Kevin Romer
Rabbi Merle Singer

Mark Sunshine* 
Lisa Swartz

Tom Weidenfeld
Leslie Winograd

TEMPLE LEADERS OF BLESSED MEMORY
James B. Baer*
Donald Berger
Alvin Cohen*

Frances Cohen 
Stanley Gray*

Stanford Hermann 
Ida Herst*

Joseph Q. Kline 
LTC Ben Lake 

Cis Rader 

Irving Rifkin 
Stanley Rose 
Albert Schiff* 

Bernard H. Shulman*
Alan H. Weiner*

CLERGY
Rabbi Daniel Levin

Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates
Rabbi Greg Weisman
Rabbi Elana Rabishaw

Cantor Lori Brock
Cantorial Soloist Michelle Auslander Cohen

Cantorial Soloist Jake Harris
Rabbi Emeritus Merle Singer, D.P.S., D.H.L., D.D.

SENIOR PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Steve Kaufman, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cindy Chieffo, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Susan Stallone, DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Jason Reasor, DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
Elinor Josephson, DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING

Mike Sirowitz, MAUSOLEUM DIRECTOR
Derek Hurwitch, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Rita Diamond, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

MAIMONIDES INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH LEARNING
Heather Erez, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Ronni Graf, DIRECTOR OF EARLY LEARNING CENTER
Robin Eisenberg, RJE, DIRECTOR OF JEWISH LEARNING  

AND LIVING EMERITA

www.clearlyderm.com

Designed to fit your schedule and needs.
Medical, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology

Adult, Adolescent & Pediatric
Same Day Appointments • Evening Hours • Most Insurances Accepted

BOCA RATON CENTRAL
Palms Plaza

22191 Powerline Rd., Ste 29C
(561) 353-3376

WEST BOCA
West Boca Medical Arts Pavillion II
9970 N. Central Park Blvd, Ste 206

(561) 418-3376

Dermatology
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Other Locations: Ft. Lauderdale, Delray Beach and Boynton Beach

NEW
ADDRESS

http://tbeboca.org
http://tbeboca.org


 PLANNING 
        in advance is the 
GREATEST GIFT 
      you can give 
          your loved ones. 

If you, a friend or family member have 
been considering making plans for the 
future, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU. 

We are available to meet with you in 
whatever way is most comfortable for you:
• In-person meetings and tours.
• Zoom meetings and virtual tours from

the comfort of your own home.
Contact our Mausoleum Director,        
Mike Sirowitz at 561-314-2841 or 
mike@tbeboca.org to set up an 
appointment.

COMING  
SOON

Beth El Mausoleum  

Expansion  

Sales Begin Early 2023. 

Call Mausoleum Director  

Mike Sirowitz  

for more information and  

pre-construction pricing. 

561-314-2841 or  

mike@tbeboca.org

mailto:mike@tbeboca.org
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Robert P. Norton, M.D., F.A.A.O.S.
Florida Spine Associates

The Expert In Orthopedic 
Spine Surgery

Sponsored Content

Dr. Norton is a world-leading expert in minimally 
invasive spine surgery and in office treatment of 
vertebral compression fractures with the 
kyphoplasty procedure. Dr Norton spends time 
when not seeing patients, teaching other surgeons 
cutting-edge minimally invasive surgical techniques.  
He recently even wrote a book chapter for a major 
spine textbook on how to do the kyphoplasty 
procedure in the office.  

Throughout his career, Dr. Norton has had a strong 
interest in academic medicine and has been actively 
involved in teaching and research. He has authored 
multiple publications on a variety of topics related to 
spine surgery in numerous peer-reviewed journals 
and textbooks. He has received several research 
grants and has presented his research at both 
national and international conferences.  

Compression fractures of the spine occur most often 
in people with osteoporosis, after a fall, after a forceful 
cough or sneeze, or simply from bending over to tie 
shoes. Fortunately, he can treat patients with an easy 
solution called a Kyphoplasty, performed in my office 
in about 10-minutes. After numbing the area, he will 
simply place a small needle into the broken bone 
under x-ray guidance. He can then inject a small 
amount of bone “glue” to stabilize the broken bone. 
This is a permanent fix and serves to get rid of the 
pain from the broken bone and prevent further 
collapse of the bone so you don’t become deformed 
and hunched over. The pain is gone immediately and 
you can walk out of the office with just a Band- Aid!
Skilled in the most advanced surgical techniques and 
emerging technologies, Dr. Robert Norton offers 
expertise in all aspects of spine care. His expertise 
and excellent surgical outcomes have earned him the 
nickname, “Miracle Worker.”

FLORIDA SPINE ASSOCIATES
670 Glades Road, #200 • Boca Raton, FL 33431

5162 Linton Boulevard, #203 • Delray Beach, FL 33484
8190 South Jog Road, #100-101 • Boynton Beach, FL 33472

561.495.9511
FloridaSpineAssociates.com

http://tbeboca.org
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